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He sce ymper, ne sce soiider 8 karanroe,
Ho roabko nycte nod umenem moum
[loTomoK pasauxur 8 apxusnom xaame
Kycok eopaued, seproii nam semau,

I'de mbt npowau ¢ obyeaennbimu pramu
H myscectso, Kax 3nams, nponecau...

Hukonrad Maidopos

MHHUMOE PAHEHHUE

JKapkoB oTKpbIa ry1a3a, H nepejy HUM TOTYAC BCOBIXHYJ GEHTaJbCKUH OTrOHb.
JKenTbie 1 3e/1eHble HCKPbl POHJIHCH BOKPYT 30J0THCTOrO eHtpa. OH 6YATO CJbi-
maJj MX WHNfALee, OTYeTIHBOe NMOTpPecKHBaHHe. B maMATH TyT Xe BO3HHKJA
KapTHHA BbITYCKHOTO IKOJbHOrO Beyepa. B ¢puskynbTypHOM 3ase, re OHH TaH-
1eBaJiH, BAPYr MOrac CBET H B TOT XKe MHI 3aXIVIHCh NeCATKH GeHrajbCKHX
orueii.

«Ho renepb-to... Ceiiuac...»— yauBnjcst )KapkoB H XOTes1 MPHIOAHATHCS,
HO MOYYBCTBOBAJ TaKyl0 pe3Kyio 6oJib B JIEBOH HOTe, UTO 3aCTOHAJ H MOTepsii
CO3HaHHe.

IMpomwsio kakoe-to Bpemsi. OH BHOBb OTKPbBUI IJia3a, H ONATb Mepej HHM
BCMBIXHYJ GEHrajbCKHH OT'OHb.

«3Be3gouka,— porajgajncsi KapkoB,— HO TMOYeMy OHa JPOXKHT H
HCKPHTCA?»

BocniomHHaHHA cHOBa BEepHYJH ero K TeM CUYACTJIHBBIM MHHYTaM MHPHOMH
XKH3HH.

BenbixHyan orHu, H pa3gajnuch KPHKH H anjOJHCMEHTHL.

«Tol noegemb B Mcnannio?» — cnpocuna Jlunka Yacosa.

«A nycraT?»

«I'naBnoe xenanue. Mul g0 Hapkoma noiimem».

Mbic/iH H BOCNIOMHHAHHA MEILaJHCh y HErO B TOJIOBE, BO3HHKAJH H HCye-
sanu. HoBasi kapTuHka. OHH BceM BBITYCKHBIM KJ4accOM, B TNpa3JHHYHBIX KO-
CTIOMaX H IVIaTbAX HAYT B BOEHKOMAT...

On cHoBa AepHyJcsl, owyTHa 60Jb H MPOBAJHJCA B YEPHOTY.

Korga B caepyouiuii pa3 oH OTKPbLI TJla3a, GeHrajJbCKHH OTOHB yXKe He
BCTILIXMBAJ Mepejl HUM, 3Be3a He GHsa B YNop, OHa OTOWLIA B CTOPOHY H Ka-
3ajacb OGLIKHOBEHHOH 3Be3HOH.

Crosina. Houb. HH 0aHOro 3ByKa, CJIOBHO HHKOrO XHBOrO, KpoMe Hero,
Xapkoa. Toabko 3BesgHoe He6o. Tosbko TemHoTa. Hu nHYYXKKH, HH
3BepbKa.

«A psigom goskeH GbITb Jiec... Mbl BBILJIH U3 Jieca...»

OH onfiTh MOTEPS/1 HHTb MBICJIH, 3aCTOHAJ M 3a6blics.
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K HeMy npHxomHaH BuaeHHs: MaMma, JInHka. OHa NOAHOCH/IA eMY KPYXKKY
KO PTYy, HO BOAbl B HeHl He GblJIO, a OH TaK XOTeJ NHTb.

JKapxoB H ouHyAcs OT owylleHHs, GYATO Y HEro BO PTy He fA3bIK, a ep-
IIHK,— OH MelLlaeT FJ0TaTb, MellaeT AblILATb...

IMpeayTpenusis npoxsnaaa B36oapuaa. )KapkoB nouyBcTBoBaJ ce6Gs Jyu-
e H HayaJ NOHHMAaTb, [1€ OH H UTO C HHM MPOH301I0. ITO GLIIO ele OTphi-
BOYHOE CO3HAHHE, KJOUKH MOJIOTHA, KOTOpoe HanoGHO GblJO ellle COeAHHHTD,
Kak 6bl CK/JeHTb B MaMATH, yToGbl MPeACTaBHTb LENYI0 KapTHHY.

...OHH BbiLIH H3 Jeca. Bnepeau nmoauTpyx H crapwnua Jlpo6or... Ow,
KapxoB, panen. JIexHT cpenn noJas...

Ho onu coBcem He aymManH HanopoTbcsi Ha HeMmueB. Jlymanu, tam GoJo-
TO, a HEMILEB HeT...

On paHeH, a OHH BBILJIH H3 Jeca...

Koraa xnectuyn nynemer, )XapxoB co cBOHM «JlerrsipeBbiM» XOTeJ imJjen-
HYTbCSl Ha 3eMJI0, YTOGbl OTBETHTD...

Ho kak xe tam ouyTHaHcb HeMubl? CTapiiHHa H KpacHoapMeel KysbkuH
XOAHJNH B pa3Beaky — TaM 60J0TO...

OHH BLILLVIH H3 Jeca...

[Moaurpyk ynman, crapmuHa oxuyna, a Ky3sbkun B Jec..

A HemieB He 6bLIO Ha GoJore...

Ynan noaurpyk 6e3 3ByKa, CTapuiHHAa OXHYJA H moBajHjicAd Ha GOK.
A Kysbkuu?.. Ho HeMueB He 6bi10 Ha GoJore...

OH paHeH, a OHH BbILLIH H3 jieca... A Kyabkuu? Moxer GbiTb, OH ylIes 32
nomompbio? Ho nawx yuinn... Paccpeporounnuce... Ham nprkasanu pasGuTh-
¢fl MO rpynmnam...

51 paHen, a Ham ocoGoe 3ajaHHe...

A HemueB He 6bl10 — 3TO TOYHO... CTapiiHHA He MOr OWIHGHTbCA...

HaxoHnew 3T0 MHOrokpaTHoe MOBTOpeHHe BOCMOMHHAHHH O HeMUAaX 3acTa-
BHJIO )KapKoBa COCPeAOTOUHTBLCH H COGPATbCA.

«A BIpYr OHH ellle MOABATCHA?»

IlepBasi Mbic/Ib: «YKpuITbCs, uTOGH He OGHApYyxXHJH... PaccBeraer, MeHs
YBHASAT...».

JleficTBHTeIbHO, HEGO CBETJIEJNO ¢ OAHOH CTOPOHB H CBETJOTa 3Ta pac-
MIbiBajach BCe ILHPE.

«Jla, na, ykpbiTbcsin,— npo ce6si noBTOpHA JKapKoB.

Aro 61 Kak MpHKa3 K AefCTBHIO, HO OH He 3HaJ, C 4ero HauHMHaTb, Kak
AeACTBOBATb, Kyla ABHraTbcsi. Belo xkH3Hb )KapKoB BLINONHAN YbH-TO yKa3a-
HHA MJH NpHKa3bl: JOMa — pojuTeNell H cTapiuero 6para, B IHKOJE — YUH-
Tesefl, B apMHH -— KomaHaHpoB. Cefiuac OH 6bl1 OAMH H HYXHO GblLIO NpH-
HHMaTb pelieHHe.

3Be3anl mMepkaun. Hacrynaa pacceer. INpexnae Bcero JKapKoB OCTOPOXKHO
o6cnenoBan cpoe teno. Bece B nopsapke, Bce ueso, 33 HCKAIOYEHHEM JeBO
HorH. [lanbupl HA Hell WIeBENHJHCH, HO Jajblie OHA CJIOBHO 3aHeMeJa H OJHO-
BpeMeHHO GoJiesla, H KaXXJloe HeJOBKOe [BH)XKEHHe OTHaBajoch B cepille.

«Torpa oruero s Tak ocnaben? — yaueuica KapkoB H caM e OTBETHA
nocje pa3ayMbsi:— BHIHO noTepsil MHOrO KPOBH».

OH MeasieHHO, HA pyKax, AaXe He MOJAHAJCA, a BbiXKaJcs, Kak Ha Gpych-
SIX, H YBHAEJA CBOH HOTH.

Ha nux 6bliu rpy6ble conpaTckie GOTHHKH, AaBHO He YHIIEHHble, CO COH-
THIMH HOCAMH, H OOGMOTKH, MJOTHO o6jeraioline roseHd. (MeabkHyao Boc-
NOMHHAHHE: OH JOJrO He MOl HaYYyHTbCA 3aMaTbhiBaTb OGMOTKH H cTap-
wnHa [po6or BbiroBapHBan eMmy 3a 3to. OaHaXIbl nepej CTpOeM HamoKas
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BBICTABWI.) A pJaJbile, Bbllle T[OJEHH, HOTH pPE3KO OTJHYaJHCh OAHa OT
npyroii. [IpaBas Gblia poBHOH, LeJIOH, a JieBas, Bblllie KOJieHa, OTe€YHa, BCS
B 3amnekuiefcss KpOBH.

«CTO/IbKO KPOBH MOTEpsij, a ee MOYEMY-TO Pa3fyJo? — CHOBA YAUBHJCA
)Kapkos.— Hasepnoe, ockosiok. HaBepHoe, kocTh 3ageta».

JKapKkoB OCTOPOXKHO OTBAa/IMJICA HA CHOHHY, NMEpPeJOXHYJa H cTaja coofpa-
KaTb, YTO XKe AeaaTb AaJbiue. [lepBoe peno: 3aBsi3aTh M 3aKPeNHTb HOTY.
Ewe B mkone onn cpasaau Ha 3Hauok ['CO, # OH 3HaJ, KaK HaK/J1alblBaTb
MOBA3KH W ULIMHBI, 0@ H 3a Mecslbl BOAHBI eMYy MPHXOAHJOCH [eaTb 3TO.

JKapkos ourynaj kapmanbl. BHHTa WM HHAMBHAYaJdbHOTO Maketra He Gbl-
Jgo. Ha peMHe HOX M c/ieBa rpaHaTa-JHMOHKA.

«[lpHroguTca»,— NO-XO3ANCKH PELIHJ OH H MPHKPENUJ I'paHATY MOJYYlle,

Tenepb Heo6xoauMo GbLJIO HAHTH YTO-TO TAKOE, YTO MOTJIO Gbl 3aMEHHUTD
ILHHY.

Korga on npunoaHsincs, 4yToGbl pacCMOTPETb HOTY, TO GOKOBBLIM 3peHHEM
YJOBHJI: BHEpeIH HeT Jieca, TOJbKO KYCTHKH H 33 HHMH — GOJIOTO,

«3HauHT, Jec 3a MHOH. Mbl BHILAM U3 Jeca.. Hago nosnstH Hasag»,—
paccynua )XKapkos.

OH B3aoxHys moray6xe H monpoGoBaJj noas3TH Ha cnuHe, Ho enBa nome-
BeJIMJICSA, BHOBb BCNbIXHYJA Gosib B sieBofl Hore. Hora, cioBHO cranbHO# Mar-
HUTHBI 6PYCOK, mpHcTasna K 3emie. )KapkoB H3JIOBYHJICSA H MOACYHYJ IMOA
Hee 310poBYIO HOTry. Boib ymeHbiiujach, HO ABHTraTbcsl CTaJO TPYAHee.

OH owmyTuJ HcnmapuHy H BbIHYXJeH Gbll OCTAHOBHTbCA, paccaaGHTbCA
/sl OTABIXA.

«A MO-MJIaCTYHCKH 1 MOT XOTb KHJIOMETP MpPOMOJ3THS.

He60 Han HHM mMOKpLIIOCH JIeFKHM GarpsiHueM, H 3TO MoaTonKHYJ0 JKap-
koBa. OH onsiTh MOMOJI3 HA OJHHX PYKAX H CHOBA, yepe3 KakHX-HHOYyAb MeTp-
MoJITOpa, 3aTHX, 06eCcCHNEB.

[Totom Ha myTdH nokasanacb TpaBsiHHcTas Kouyka. OH HaTKHYJCS Ha Hee
IJIeYyoM, KaK Ha cToJG, H OXHYJ OT GOJH B HOTe.

TlonexxaB MuHyty, )KapkoB coo6pasui: mpexjae yeM IBHTATbCs, BbITATH-
BaJl 3a TOJIOBY PYKH, OLIYNbIBAJ 3€MJI0 H JHIUb [OC/A€ 3TOro MPOAOJAKaJ
non3TH. [loxoxe 6bLIO, UTO OH MJLIBET MO 3eMJie, KaK MJaBaJj MO peuyyliKe
cBoero getrcrBa 3meiike. CpaBHeHHe, NpHIlellee HEOXKHAAHHO, YCHAUBANOCH
u nyraJso ero. Kaxercs, u B caMom jeJie 3eMJisl, KaK peKa, TOIbKO 6e3 KOHLa
H Kpas. OH Bce miblBeT, Bce MJBIBET H He 3HaeT, Koraa xe Gymer Geper, TO
eCTb JOJFrOXKAaHHbIH Jjec. Bpoxe 6bl oHH cOBceM HeMHOro npo6exaJiv, Koraa
oT 60JI0Ta yJapHJ Bpa)KeCKH# myjseMeT, a OH Bce He MOXKeT no6paTtbesi 10
MepBbIX KYCTOB, A0 MEPBOrO HepeBa.

Heckosnbko pas, nmpHKHMasichb 3aTbIKOM K 3eMmJe, )XapkoB 4YyBCTBOBaJ
npoxjaay H BjaxHoctb, Emy npumna wmbicab: «3T0 X poca... MHe 6bl
BOJGBL...»,

M on Hayas cpoiBaTb pyKkamH TpaBy H o6cacbiBaThb ee, Kak koHdery. [To-
HauaJjy 6blJIO MPHATHO, MOTOM MOsIBMJach ropeyb Bo pry. OH mompoGoBaJ
CJIM3bIBATh Kame/jbKH — FOpeuyb He MPOXOAHJIA.

«Eme orpaBuiubes»,— mogymaa )KapkoB M 3acTraBHa ce6s BbIIUIIOHYTb
3€JIEHYIO CJIIOHY.

[TosexkaB HEMHOFO, OH CHOBa <«MOMJBLI» K JieCcy, KOTOpbIf, Ka3ajochb,
HrpaJj ¢ HHM, OTCTyNaJ Bce Aafbllle H AaJbllie.

Koraa pykn HaTKHYJHCb Ha CTBOJI JepeBa, OH Aaxe He MOl o6paloBaTh-
csi. Tak ycran. Heckoabko MHHYT Jiexas ¢ 3aKpbIThIMH TJIa3amH, OL(yLias
KOHYHKaMH maJjibueB FJIaJKOCTb KODHI H eIllle He Bepsi, 4TO [OMOJI3 OO Jeca.
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Korzna oH cHoBa yBuaesn He60, OHO GblIO COBeplIEHHO CBET/IbIM, 30J0TH-
CThiM, 6€3 eJHHOH 3Be3J0YKH H TYUYKH.

«TsAHYyTb Heuero»,— mpHkKasaJs OH ceGe W, AepiKacb 3a CTBOJ, MOATAHYJ-
csl K JepeBy U cJierka NpHNOAHSAJCS, KaK M0 KaHaTy, 4To6bl paccMOTpeTb ero
H HaMEeTHTb JajibHeHIIUA maaH AeHCTBHH.

310 6bl1a MOsOAas Gepeska. OH BrOJIHE MOT OGXBATHTb e€ y KOPHA ABY-
MA JagoHsIMH. Berpeill 6blJI0 HEMHOro, H Ha OAHOM OH pasMIfAfieN XeJTble
JINCTBA.

«Bpone 6bl eme ceHTAGpb He KOHuMJCA»,— noayman )Kapkos.

[TpoBen pyko#l mo rnaakor Gepecte H poctat HOX. Emy cTonno Goabumnx
TPYAOB PaCMOJIOXKHTbCA TaK, YTOGbl padoTaTh, HE YYBCTBYs pe3KOH 6GOJIH B
Hore. Koe-kak emy ynaJjoch HaliTH Takylo Mo3y, H OH CAeJsia/l MepBbifi Haapes.
CraJib JIerko BOLLIA B A€PeBO, H HA JIe3BHH MOSBUJHCH BJAaXKHble KameJbKH.
JKapkoB He ynepxkascsi, CIH3HYJ KamH LIEPLIABBIM S3LIKOM.

Bkyc 6epe3oBoro coka Totyac CHsiJl ropeub, OCTaBUIYIOCS OT TPaBbi, H Ha-
NOMHHJI JETCTBO: OTElL BOAMJ €ro B 6epe3oByl0 POLIHIY Yy O3epa H Yroumas
6epe3oBbIM COKOM.

JKapkoB moriy6ike BOH3HJ HOX B [€PeBO M 3aMep B OXHIAHHH LEJHTE/b-
HbIX Kameab. Ho nx craHoBHiOCH Bce MeHblue, a Je3BHe LLIO B AepeBO Bce
TpyaAHee.

«3x, BecHOH 6bl,— B310XHYJa )KapkoB.— A A ycran».

O o6xBaTun Gepesy pyKaMH, HPHIKajcs K HeH L1eKoi M, He o6pamas
BHHMaHHSl Ha 60Jib B HOTe, HayaJ BbicachiBaTb H3 CTBOJa CcOK. COKy 6blI0
HEMHOro, HO cTaJjio noJierue, H )KapKoB BHOBb 3aHSJICSI CBOHM JEJIOM.

Bo Bpemsi ouepenHOro mepepniBa OH MOAHSAJ rojoBy. BepumHa Gepesku
ropesia BecejibiM 30J10THCTBIM cBeToM. Ha MrHoBeHHe )KapkoBy crano xaJb
JepeBla, KOTOpoe OH I'yGHT, HO TOTY4ac OH moayman o ceGe, 0 CBOEM MOJO-
JKeHHHM H, YXBATHBLIHCb 3a CTBOJ OGeHMMHM pyKaMH, MOBHC Ha HeM, KakK Ha
KaHate. Bepe3sa eme cekyH1y conmpoTHBJsijgach, a mOTOM BMecTe ¢ )KapKoBbIM
NoBaJiujiach Ha 3eMJlio.

Ot peskoro magenusi )KapkoBy caenanoch Tak 60JbHO, UTO OH BBIHYXXIAEH
6bl1 nepexnaaTh, JieXaTb HEMOABHIKHO, YUYBCTBYSl CBHHLOBYIO TSIXKE€CTb JI€BOH
HOTH,

M3 Gepeabl OH caesaj HECKOJbKO MaJIOK: ABe AJISI HOTH, TPEThbIO, MOTOJ-
me,— a5 ce6s. Tenepp mMpeacTosAN0 HANOXKHTD 3TH caMOJeJbHble WHHBL. Ias
3aKpemJeHHs NaJoK GhJIO JHLIb OAHO NOAPYYHOE cpeaAcTBO — o6MOTKH. )Kap-
KOB NMOJOrHYJ MpaBYyIO HOTYy, cTapaschb pasMoTraTh OOMOTKY, HO OHa He MOJ-
jgaBajack. C TPyoOM OH BCe-TaKu BBICBOGOIHJ OGMOTKY, CKataJ ee B TYroi
BaJIHK, H TYT JO HEero JOHecCsl 3BYK OTHAJIeHHOTO B3pbiBa. )KapKOB HHCTHHK-
THBHO 3aMep, a 3aTeM HauaJj ABHrathbcs ObicTpee, CJOBHO 3TOT B3pbIB MPO-
H30LIeJ B HEM CaMoOM.

«YKpHITCS, YKPBITBCS...» — MOATOHSA OH ceGsl.

JKapkoB moaBsizas maJjikd K JeBomy Geapy, 3aKpelnH/ HX NMPOYHO H MOMbI-
TaJCS C MOMOILbIO HAJAEXKHOTO ADPIOYKA NPHHATh BEPTHKAJbHOE MOJOXEHHE.
[loHayany He ymaBafioch, pyKH Oc/aGJiH OT AJHTEJNbHOTO «NJaBaHbs» MO 3eM-
Jie, HO OH BCe-TaKH CO6paJicsl, HalpArcA U BCTaJ Ha OAHY HOTY, KaK XYypabJb.
JKapkoBa KauyHy/i0, H OH OTGPOCHJI PYKY, CTapasicb COXpaHHTb PaBHOBECHE.

Tenepb emy oTkpbuiach mepcrnekTuBa, Jlec crosin GyKBajnbHO B ISITH a-
rax, MeTpax B CTa BNepeiH BHAHEJHCb KYCTHKH, 32 HHM — 60J10TO.

«YKpHITbCS1, YKPHITbCSI»,—MOBTOPHJ JKapKoB H 3acKakaJ Ha OJHOH Hore K
JepeBbsiM. CTyyaJso B BHCKax, Jp0OXKaJo BCe TeJNO, HO OH BCe XKe CyMea J0-
6paThcsl 10 NMepBOro GoJbIIOro, B Lesbifi o6xBat, aepeBa. )KapkoB oGHAM
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ero, KaK Apyra mnocje JOJroH pasjayKH, B3LOXHYJ OGJIErU€HHO H TYT XK€ IpH-
LeJbHbIM COMNATCKHM IJ1a30M HauyajJ HcKaTh O6oJjee HajexHoe y6exulue.
B rny6use jeca, meTpax B [JeCsiTH OT Hero, Mex IBYyX Gepe3 BHAHeJCs Ty-
CTOH KyCTapHHK.

«B camblii pa3s».

He Hapesicb Ha ¢BOM CHJIbI, OH MOCKAKaJl He MPsIMO, a B CTOPOHY, K APYro-
My JepeBYy,— TaK BbIXOAWJIO Jajbille, HO HajaexHee, OH GLICTPO MPHHOPOBH-
csl H CKakaj MATKO, 4To6 Heé 0T1aBajio B 60JIbHOH Hore.

Bce 3TO nyTremiecTBHe OTHAJIO MHOTO CHJ, H NOTOMY, BOoGpaBIuCh 1O KY-
CTapHHKAa, OH MOBAaJHJCHA Ha NMpaBblii 60K M 3aMep, YTKHYBLIHCb B He Harpes-
WYIOCS ellie Mocjie cBexed HOUH 3eMJlIo.

[Mpuas B ce6s1, )KapkoB yBHIeN nepej caMbiM. HOCOM — PYKO#H momaTbh —
rHe3i0 Moa6Gepe30oBHKOB H OGpafoBajicAd HM, KaK BecTouke u3 goma. OH Gbla
rofiofieH, cia6 U BCe PABHO KaKOe-TO MTHOBEHHe He pemlajicsi COpPBaTb 3TO
cemeiicrBo. Ho ronion nepecunun, v YKapkoB cTaj BbipbiBaThb TpUGH U COBaTh
ux B por. I'pH6Hl, OHAKO, He YTOJIUJH roJiofa, a euie Gosblie BO3GYIHJH
annerur. )KapKkoB HayaJ O3HpPaTbCsl MO CTOPOHAM, HO HHYEro MOAXOAMILETO
Goabile He o6Hapyxua. Torna oH pasaBHHYJ KYCTapHHK H Ha JIOKTAX NpoO-
THCHYJICA B ero ray6uHy. Tam oka3zanoch A0OCTAaTOYHQ MecTa H TPaBbl, OH He
criela yMmsJg ee, yjercsi noyao6Hee, HACKOJbKO 3TO GblJ10 BO3MOXHO B €ro no-
JIOXKeHHH, U 3a6blacs.

CKOJIbKO OH Tak npoJexaJ, )XapkoB He 3HaJ. UTO-TO ero moTpeBoOXKHUJIO, H
OH B3apOrHyJ. ToTuac BCOMHHUJ, rie OH, YTO C HHUM, H MOTSHYJCA K «JIHMOH-
Ke». Ho Bokpyr O6bLiO mo-npexHeMy THXO, HH TOJIOCOB, HH 3BYKOB, TOJIbKO
JIHCTBA LIyMeJa OCTOPOXHO, TOYHO 6osisiach NMOMELATb €ro OTAbIXY.

Ho HenonstHas tpeBora He npoxoauna. M Tyr oH BciomMHua 0 TOBapHiax
M jJorajajicl O MPUYHHE TPEBOTH.

«Hy, Hapo xe...»

Bce yTpo oH ayman JHwb o ceGe, 0 cBoeil 6e30MacCHOCTH, H HH pa3y o Tex,
C KeM BBLIXOJHJI H3 OKPYyXeHHs. A Belb HX Gblia rpynma, yeTbipe uejoOBeKa.
U oHu BbImONHAAH oco6oe 3anaHHe. )KapKOB CBOMMH yLIaMH CJAblLIAJ CJOBa
KOMaHIHpa MOJKa, o6palieHHble K MOJHUTPYKY: «A BaM oco6oe 3ajgaHues.
B uyem oHO cocTosi10, )KapKoOB He 3HAJ1 — KOMaHAHP MOJKA H MOJHTPYK CKpPBI-
JHCb B LIaJalllHKe,— HO CJIOBA 3TH CJAbILIAJ H 3alOMHHII...

«Kak >xe sro s?!»

Caenanocb cThiiHO 3a ce6si, 32 cBOW 3a6bIBUHBOCTb. B mepsoe MrHose-
HHe OH XOTesa BCTAaTb W MOHTH Tyna, Tie JexaJlH MOJUTPYK H crapiuHHa [{po-
6or. OH xoTes GblJI0O BCKOUHTb, HO HOTa eille cHJbHee MpHXKajaa K 3emne, Gy-
TO CLUENHJIach ¢ HE HEeBHUAHMBbIM MarHHTOM.

«H Bce paBHO,— pewmus )KapKkoB,— Bce paBHO NOTVISANETb HAAO>.

OH Hauan NpHCAYIIMBATBCS, MPUJIOKHUB YXO K 3emye. Ho HHuero He ycabi-
wan. [lo-npexueMmy 6bu10 THX0. HHKaKHX 3BYKOB.

)KapkoB npeBo3mMoOr ceGs, Bble3 H3 YKPbITHS.

«Hy, 3asu,-- Heseceno nowyrtha )KapkoB,— mocKaKaiu».

Onupasicb Ha najaky, OH Hayaj fpbIraTb Mo [Ayre, OT NepeBa K JAepeBy,
npekHei NOpOroH.

Kaxkabiil pas, npHCIOHAACh K CTBOJIY mepea TeM, KaK MPOAOJKHTb MyTb,
OH cTapaTenbHO BcaywuBaics. Bee 6bu10 cnokoiiHo. [laxe cTpaHHbIM Kasa-
JIOCb, YTO elle BYepa, TO €CTb POBHO CyTKH Ha3aj, 31€Cb CTPOUHJI NyJeMeT, KO-
TOpbIH Tperpajuyl UM JOPOTY K CBOHM.

Y nocnenHeii 6epesbl )KapKoB HOJAro CTOSI, NMPHCAYIIHBAsICb H O3HpaAsCh
BoKpyr. Otciona oH pasrasigen crapuuHy [po6ota, Tounee, ero canoru. OHu
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TOpYaJid Haj TPaBoOH, KaK ABe uepHHe KOukH. X Hesib3sa 6bli0 He 3aMeTHTh —
copok mAToro pasmepa. Hukro He Hocua Gosbiuero, no KpaiHeH Mepe, y HHX
B pore. CaM crapunHa 6bla cpefHero pocra, a HorH... Korga on HakiaabiBad
B3bICKaHHe (a B3HICKHBaJl OH CNpaBeiJHBO), MOCTpajaBUIMA BOpYaAJ BTHXa-
psi: «Toxe, cam COCTOHT M3 ABYX uactedl — rjdTKa H Janbl»,

Ceiftyac )KapkoB cMOTpes Ha 3TH «lamnbl», HENOABUXKHO TOpYalllUe U3 Tpa-
BHl, H JKTyuHe YYBCTBA TOCKH M XKaJIOCTH ofoJieBajiH ero. OH yKe moBHAaJ 3a
Mecsiubl BOHHBI YOHTHIX, H3ypoaoBaHHbBIX. Ho TO 6bio B Apyrux o6crosiTeib-
crBax. Tenepb OH caMm paHeH, a NOrHGJ/IH He MPOCTO COJILATHI, HO €r0 TOBAPHILH
H KOMaHAHMpH, C KOTOPHIMH OH He pa3 6HJ ¢(alIHCTOB, yepe3 MHOro Goes
npoLIes, 1a U ceHyac... ceHyac B ThiJIY Y NPOTHBHUKA. XOTS H CIOKOHHO BpOJeE,
H HHYEro NOJO3PHTEJNbHOr0, HO KTO ero 3HaerT. Buepa TOoXKe Bpoae MyCTbIHHO
6bLJ10...

C tpynom >Kapkos oTopBaJicsl OT JepeBa H MOCKaKaJ Ha camnord J[po6ora.
ITo popore uyTb 6bLIO He 3amMHYJCA O CBOEro «AErTspf», 3afepKaJicsl Ha ce-
KYHAY, pPasfiyMbiBasi, B3ATh Jid myjemer ¢ co6ofl. Peuns B3fATh, HO Ha o6parT-
HOM MYTH.

Jlpo6oT /iexkasi Ha CIHHE, TaK H He BHIMYCKAasi H3 PYK HEMEIKOro TpogeHHo-
ro aBTomarta, JOGLITOro B GOIO yXKe 3[1ecb, B OKPY>KEHHH.

H3panu kasanochb, 4To OH MpHUJer, pa3MOpPUJICA NMOA COJIHLEM, 3aipeMaJi OT
ycraaoctH nocJjie TpyaHo#i goport. Y eciin 66 He CHHHE najbubl, He OXHH OTKPhI-
ThiIHl ryia3, 6yATo 6bl LEJUBLUIMHCSA BO Bpara, — ecjii 66 He BCe 3TO, €ro BNOJiHe
MOXHO OLIO Gbl NPHHATH 3a CHSAILLEro.

JKapkoB noaymadi, uro Hago Gbl B3ATb AOKyMeHTH [lpo6Gora, eciiv OHH y
Hero HMeITCsl, H MOXOPOHHTb 6Bl cTapuiHHy... Ho BTOpas mbicAb mokasanacs
eMy HepeasibHOH — CHJIEHOK MaJiOBaTO, — a BOT HacyeT JOKYMEHTOB...

JKapkoB OCTOPOXKHO ONYCTHJ/CA Ha GOK NMepex TeJOM CTapuUIHHbI, 6GoJblue
BCEro onacaschb pasfepeguTb YTHUXIIYI0 Gosib B HOre, M 3aXXMYpHJ [rjiasa.
C 3akpHiTHIMM TIJia3amH, Kkasajnoch JKapkoBy, CH/B BOCCTaHaBJHMBAJHCh
6bicTpee. A TOpONHTbCS Tenmepb HEKyaa...

[MpunogHsBIINHCE HA JiOKTe, )KapKOB OJHOH PpyKOH HayaJ OlLYNbIBATH TEJNO
crapiiiHbl, OHO 6bL10 XOJO0AHBIM, TOUHO BHIPYGJIE€HHBEIM H30 JibJa, BOPOYEM, 3TO
6bl1 Ipyrofl — He BJAXKHBIH, a cyxo#l x0/104. A NyroBHUH H NpsAXKa Ha peMHe
6bIM TemibiMHM, HarpeTbiMH cogHbliikom, Ho 06 stom )XapkoB pmorapascs
no3xke, a MOHayaJy OTAEPHYJ PYKY OT NpPSXKKH, Na)Ke YyTb-uyTb HamyraJjcs,
BPOJE XKHBLIM €lle mouyjau/csi eMy crapimuna [po6or.

Buumanne J)Kapkosa nmpHsJiekiaa ¢pasira. OHa BHcesia HA MOsiCe CTAPIIHHBI,
JKapkos cxBaTha ee u noTsiHya K ce6e. Ho ¢aisira He noanaeanace. Ona 6b1a
NPHKpEeNJieHa KPenkKo H HajgexKHo. )KapKoB BCMOMHHJ, KaK CTAapUIHHA YYHJ:
«[dena#t, kak HaBcerga. He tak MHOro y cosgara mpeameroB, YTOGH ele H
TEPSITb HX>.

JKapkoB poaro npososnjics ¢ 3axkumMoM. Emy nokasanoch, 4to mpounia
nesiast BeyHocTh. Hakonel on oruenus ¢aisiry H, 1poxka ot HeTepneHHs!, NoaHec
K ry6am. OTnHa 60/ibLIOA TVIOTOK M 3aJOXHYJACH: HH B3JOXHYTb, HH KaLLisi-
HYTb, HH BHIIIOHYTb. BmMecTo Boabl BO ¢isire 6bina Boaka. )KapKoB NpOraoTH
€e H MOYTH TOTYAC OLIYTHJ XKap BO BceM Teqe. Y TyT XKe 3akpyKHJach rosioBa,
OH MpOBAJIMJICA. A KOrJa OYHYJ/CSl — HaJ MOJIeM BHCeJ MOJyMpaK, Ha Hebe
NOSIBUJINCh NepBhle 3Be3MHl.

JKapxkos, npuas B ce6s, NOYYBCTBOBAJ CHJIHL.

«Moxer, BOfa ecTb Yy NMOJHTPYKAa?» — PacCCyAHJ OH.

JKaxnaa no-npexxHemy 6buia MYUYHTENibHA H 3aCJOHs/A COGOH BCe MBICJ/IH.

Y noautpyka ¢asru ne okasasochb. [Iucroser, nianuwerka, v Bce. Ho ne
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370 npHBJekao )KapkoBa, OH He yacTo BHIe] NOJHTPYKA, HO KOrJa BHAeE, NO-
paxaJicsl NOATAHYTOCTH, cTPOiHOCTH ero. Cefiyac NOJIHTPYK JIe3KaJl JIHIOM BHH3
H KasaJjicsl MOJHbIM, HEYKJIOXKHM, TOJIle caMmoro ce6s.

«Yero 310 ero tak pasnyJo?» — yauBHjaca )Kapkos.

OH onATb e GOKOM NPHMOCTHJICA Y TeJa MOJHTPYKAa H HauaJ OUlyNbIBAaTh
ero. [lon ruMHacTepkoil onpefesHIOCh UTO-TO MATKOE.

«HeyxTo Tennoe Geabe HansaauA?» — eue pas yauBHjca JKapKos.

ITox ruMHacTepkoil MoHTpyKa 6bljia TeMHass H MArkasa marepusa. Kapkos
He cpa3y MOHfJ, YTO 3TO TAKOE, a KOra NOHAJ, OTKHHYJICA HA CNHHY, YYBCTBYS,
KaK 4acTo-4acTo 3aKOJOTHJIOCH Cepile.

«Bot oHO uTO... BOT 0HO — OCcO6oe 3amaHue».

Teso nonurpyka Bbliie nosica G610 OGEPHYTO KpacHbHIM 6apXxaToM.

«Tak uto xe genatb-t1o0? — pacrepsiica )Kapko. OH ToTuac paccepauiacs
Ha ce6da. — A 1 uto — uaHoT? UTO JIH, He 3HAIO?>»

JKapKoBy onfiTb BCIIOMHHJIHCh HACTaBJEHHA cTapuHHb: «Cam noru6aii —
3HaMf Bbipyuaiy.

Tenepb oH 3Haa, uTo AeJaTh.

«TONbKO CHJIBI HYKHBI», — 3ApaBo paccyiui )KapkoB H HauaJ AefcTBO-
BaTh.

F'aMHacTepKy ¢ MOJHTPyKa HHKak Obuio He cHATb. )KapkoB paspesaJs ee
OT BOpOTa O HH3Y.

Pacnyxmas co6crBeHHasa Hora memajia fgejay. OcHOBHOe BpeMsl YXOMAH-
JO Ha TO, 4TOOHl YJOXKHTb ee mOoyAoGHee, a 3TO NMPHXOJAHJOCH AeJaTb MOYTH
nepejl KaXXAbIM HOBLIM JBHXKEHHEM.

Marepusa Kk TeJy NOJHTPYKa Obijla NPHKpPenJieHa H30JALHOHHOH JIEHTOH.

«Crogutcsi», — pewns JKapkos.

Tpe6orasioch nepeBepHyTb TeJO TOJHTPYKa HA cnHHY. )KapKoB HHKaK He
MOr crnpaBHTbcAl ¢ 3Tofi 3amaueil. Ecan 66 He Hora...

Y Hero nosBHJach OfHA HOeA, HO OH CTECHSJICA €e OCylecTBHTb. MOXKHO
6bl10 OBl MOACYHYTb MAaJKy NMOA TeJO MoJHTpPyKa... Bpome phiuara... Toraa
6biJIO Obl...

Ho )KapkoBy Bce Ka3anocb 3TO KOLLYHCTBOM 110 OTHOIIEHHIO K TMOJHTPYKY.
Heckosibko nonbiToK 060iiTHCh 6€3 «pbiyara» He AaJjH pe3y/bTaToB.

«¥Y K H3BHHHTe», — npo ce6s cKkaszas )XapKoB H B3fJCcA 33 NaJKy.

OH He 3ameuaJ, KaK JIeTeJIO BpeMf, OTABIXAJ, €CJIH UyBCTBOBAJl, UTO CHJIbI
OKOHYATeJbHO MOKHAAIOF €ro, H, IPHXoAA B ce6f, CHOBA TPHHHMAJICSH BbINOJ-
HATb cBoil noar. MIMeHHo poar — tak )KapkoB okpecTua pjas ce6a TO, 4TO
OH jeJaJ.

C GOJIbILIHM YCHJHEM CHAB 3HaMd C TeJa MoJHTpyka, )Kapkos orBaJjnica
Ha COHHY H gan ce6e NOJTHH OTABIX, CO3HABAsA, YTO CAeJaHa MOJOBHHA, OCHOB-
HYIO 3ajjauy elle NPeJCTOHT BBIIOJHHTD.

Ecan 661 )KapkoB Mor cTOATb, €ciH Gbl OH MOT XOTA 6bl NepelBHraTh HO-
ramH, TBEPAO NMOBEPHYTbCA KPYTOM...

Bce npuxomnaoch genath Jjexa. Hora tanyna, Kak rupa. )KapkoB B ofHy
CTOPOHY — HOra B ApYrylo...

OGeccuyieHHbIH, BeCb BbIKaTblif, KpafiHe OTAXEJEBLUIHA H B TO XXe BpeMs
Kak 6yATo nyctoil, GecKpOBHbI, y:Ke Ha paccBeTe npHcKkakasa )KapkoB B cBoe
YKPBITHE.

Yro u Kak oH aesaJi, )KapkoB He 3aMOMHHJ, JHIIb OAHY MbICJb YAepKal
OH 10 caepyiowero npo6yxnenus: «Ecan cnpocst, urto co MHo#i? A Toraa
A oTBe4y: 6yATO Obi paHeH, B rpylAb, HaBbLIET».

OH ocranca 10BoJIeH cBOeil XHTPOCTbIO H, 3achinas, gaxke yJablGHyJcA eH.
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AHH BE3 CYETA

ITpocHyacsa )KapkoB TosbkO noj Beuep, ONATH BCHOMHHA 3TY MBICAb H
CHOBA of06pHJ cBOIO XHTpocTb. Ho ToTUac 3acToHan, moToMy YTO NOBEpHYJCH,
KaK 3[0pOBbIH, a HOra HamoMHHJa o cebe.

C 3toit munyTsl )KapkoB yxke He 3a6ruiBan o nore. [TosiBHnoch Kak Gbl ABa
cyuiectBa B HeM OAHOM: OH, )KapkoB, OT/e/1bHO, H OHa, €ro HOra, OTAEJbHO.
Hora xuna 6yaro 6bt cBoeil >KH3HbIO H BCe 4allle He XOTeNa MOAYHHATBCA eMy.
[IpHueM ¢ KakablM OHEM OHAa Bce GOJblile BbIXOJAHJA H3 MOBHHOBEHHSA, BCe
HarJsiee H TpeGoBare/ibHee Besa ce6fl N0 OTHOLUEHHIO K X03fHRY, OKa, HaKoHell,
He MOJYHMHHJA €rO CBOeH BoJe...

Ho Bce 3to 6b10 noTOM, nO3XKe, a ceflyac Hora ycrnokonaach, H )Kapkos
JexaJ, BrJfAnblBasicb B HauHHaloLlee TeMHETb HeGO, UYBCTBYA Y OBAETBOPEHHE
co6o#l, IPHATHYIO PafoCTh 3TOTO yAOBJETBOpeHHA: «Bce-Taku npeononen cebs,
BbLIOJIHKJ CBOH BOMHCKHH goar». JKapkoB He ymepiKaJcs, 3acYHYN PYKY noj
THMHAcCTEPKY H MOIJaAHJ NPHATHBIA 6apxaT YKPbITOH HM CBATBIHH NOJKa.

Emy onfatb 3axotenoch nHTb. [IpHTHXIWAA 6BNO KaX1a BHOBb HAaOMHHA-
Ja o cebe.

«Hapno nonbiTaThcA, nOKa ewle ecTb CHAb», — NpHKasaa ceGe JKapkos H
Hauasa BHIGHpaTbCcA H3 CBOero ybexuua.

B ronose )KapkoBa coapen miaH paGoThl 3To# HouH: fo6paTbes no Gonora,
HaNMHTbCA, a 3aTeM 3a6paTb, HAKOHEL,, JOKYMEHTbl NOJUTPYKA H CTApLIHHBI, HY
u opyxue. (Opyxue 06s3aTe/bHO.)

Y Hero HaKomHAcA HEKOTOphIH ombiT, H )KapKoB ynauHee, ueM Buepa, Noj-
HSJICAl H NOCKAaKaJ OT AepeBa K aepeBy. [lepen TeM Kak NOABHTbCA HA OTKPHITOM
noje, OH JOJIO MPHCAYLIHBAJICS, BHUMATeNbHO O3Hpajcsl H HabGHpancsa cHA
nns poaroit poporu. I1o-npexHeMy HHYero MOJO3PHTEIbHOIO HE MPOCJYIUHBA-
JIOChb H He Ha6Jawjanoch, v )Xapkos, BIOXHYB N06oJblue BO3LYyXa, MYCTHACH
B MYTb.

Boase Tena monHTpyka OH Bce-TakKH ocTaHoBHJacA. Buepa, BbicBOGOXK AR
3HaM#, OH pa3pe3as eMy THMHaAcCTepKY, H Terepb OHa cBHcaJsa no GokaM, obHa-
’Kaf 3aropenylo cniiHy. Hano 6bio ee npukpbiTh, HO JKapkoB caepxkan ce6s:
«Ha o6paTHOM nyTH, Ha OGpPaTHOM...».

JlockakaB 10 faJbHHX KYcTOB, YKapkoB He yBHAesn HHKaKoro 60J0Ta, HHKa-
koit Bogbl. TpaBa na koukH. PasgocanoBaHHbIA, OH NepeiBHHYA HAJKY, YTOGH
npHJAeub H OTJEXKATbCA NOCJe MOPOTH, H TYT NOA HHM uyaBKHyJO. )Kapkos
ynaJj, HaBaJHJCA BCel TAMECTbIO HAa MIUHCTYIO KOUYKY H MpHNaa ry6aMH K
BAaXHOH 3emanue. OH BbicacbiBaJ HAaXHYILYIO FHHJBLOH H TOpdHOM 3acTONB-
IIYIOCAl BJIATy H He owyua/jd HH 3amaxa, HH BKyca...

Ha o6patHoM nyTH, Kak u Hameuan, )Kapkos 3agepikajicsi MOmJe MOJNHT-
pyka H crapuwdnb Ilpo6ora.

OH CKJIOHH/CS HAl HHMH, TPYIbIO ONEPIIHCh HA MaJKy, H HOCTOA] MOJYa,

BbiHyB M3 KapMaHOB yGUTbIX JOKYMEHTH, THCbMA H MEJIKHE JIHUHblE BELH,
JKapkoB noaro pasmblllifg, YTO C HHMH AejaTb. B TemHOoTe He BHAHO GbLIO
HH OYKB, HH CTPOK, NIOTOMY HeJb3fl GbIIO CKa3aTb, HACKOJbKO Ba)>XHa Ta HJH
HHaa Gymaxka. Tojbko napruiiHble GHaeThl JKapkoB cpasy ysHaa nmo TBep-
J0H 060/104Ke H MAIUHHAJbHO MOTAHYJCH K KapMaHy, K CBOeMY KOMCOMOJIb-
CKOMY GHJeTy.

CnoxuB Bce OGHapyxeHHOoe B ¢ypaxkky ctapiuHnbl, )KapkoB 3axBaTua
NHCTO/IET MOJHTPYKa M OTHPaBHJCA B oGpaTHHIl myTb, ABTOMAT CTapIUWHEI
H CBOEro «Jertsps» B3ATb OH He cMor. M Tak enpa mepxkasjcs OT ycTasoCTH.

Becb cnenylouinit 1eHb OH ONATb NpoOCNHaf B CBOEM YKPHITHH H HPOCHYJCA
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JHIEb MOTOMY, YTO NOYYBCTBOBAJ: KTO-TO noJ3eT mno ero Jjuuy. [lomeanus,
JKapkoB cHsin ¢ noaGopoaka Mypasbsi H oG6pagoBaJjica emy: «Bot u apyr mo-
sipuacs. Ilo kpaiinedt mepe, xxHBoe cyuiecTBo... [la Te6e HH nyJasi, HH OCKOJIOK
HunoyeM... Tel okanbiBaTbest yMeeutb... TH ctapelii 6oell..».

Meic/ieHHO MOTOBOPHB ¢ MypaBbeM, )KapKoB BCIHOMHHJ O HEeAOAENAHHBIX
BuYepa JesaX H MOMbITaJCA MOAHATLCHA, HO He TYT-TO 6bL10. Hora 6yaTto mpu-
pocaa K 3emje. UroGbl oTopBaTh ee, OTpeGOBANHCh BCE CHJIBIL.

EMy npHuioch moJoary OCTaHABJAHBATbCA y Ka)KJIOro AepeBa.

«H Bce paBHO 51 cnepBa [0/KEeH HANHTLCA, a TO H BOOOIleE...»

Iloka poGupancs 10 6onora, TpUKAb ocegan Ha 3emiio. OnuH pas emy
nose3sio. HaTtkHyscA Ha sroabl — 6pycHHKY. C KaAHOCTbIO MPOTJOTHJ HX,
He pa3keBbiBasi, a nmotom xxajea: «Hago 6b1 mococath. OHH Kaxay CHH-
MaloT».

B 3ty Houb )KapkoB ycnmen snmb 3a6pocaTbh Tejia TOBapHILEH BeTKaAMH
TaK, YTO KAa3aJ0Cb, CJOBHO OHH MOKPHITH CETKOH.

C co6oii )Kapkos yTsIHYJ TOJBKO CBOEro <«Aertspsi», NPaBHJIbHO Paccy-
IOHB, YTO aBTOMAT MOJIerye, ero MOJMKHO H MOCJ€ B3ATb, KOTJa CHJ elle MeHb-
Iie OCTaHeTCH.

Mbicsib 0 TOM, YTO €My MOXKET ObiTb H HaBepHAKa OyJeT elle XYyxe, 4To
OH BKOHelL ocjabHeT 6e3 muTbs W ejabl, He Hanyranaa )KapkoBa. OH TOTHac
Hayaa coob6pa)kaTb, 4To Obl TaKoe NMPHAYMATb, KaK 6bl MPOAEPIKATbCA MNO-
aponbiie. HuKakux nnaHoOB, HHKAKHX OCOGBIX HajexJ He GbLIO, HO JyXOM OH
He magaJ, TBepaua oaHo: «Hapo aepxkartbcs, oco6eHHO Tenepb, Korjaa NpH
MHE 3HaMsl».

Becb 3ToT geHb OH 3a6biBascs, NMPHXOAHA B cebs, OTKpbIBaJa rJa3sa,
MOBTOPSAJ 3TH CJIOBA H BHOBb yXOAHJ B 3a0biTbe. Ho naxe H Bo cHe M B 3a-
GbITbH OH YYBCTBOBaJ CBOIO HOTY, BepHee — TAry4ylo Howouywo 60ib. Bouab
BO3HHKAJla B HOT€ H PacCH/biBaJach MO BCEMY TeJy, HAMOJHAA Kakaylo Kie-
Touky. ¥ )Kapkosa 6blO Takoe ollyleHHe, YTO. OH Becb MPOHH3aH GOJbIO.

«Bce e Hamo el 3aHATbCA», — noayMaa )KapkoB o cBOeH Hore c¢
rpycTbio, MOTOMY YTO OHA OTBJEKaja €ro OT BaXHbIX JeJi, KOTOpble OH 10
CHX MOp ellle He 3aKOHUYHJI.

C nercrBa 3anoMHujcA eMy cayuail. Cocencknii Jlemwka — ero Apyxok
H MOrofi0K ynaja ¢ Kpuiuid H caoman Hory. Jleuwna ero Ga6ymwka Hacrs.
Jleunsna mno-HapogHomy: HOTH B Oepe3oBblii JAYy6OK, a K paHe Gepe3oBble
«XKOBKH» NPHKJIAAbIBaJA.

«[Nomoxet au?» — 3acomuenancs )Xapkos. Ho apyroro Huuero He ocra-
BaJOCh, H OH MOJHsJICS, IpeBo3Moras 60Jib, IOCKaKaJ K nepBoil Gepede. Kopa
Ha He#i Gblya cyxo#l, moTpeckasiuefica OT BpeMeHH. )KapKoB OTOApaJ KOpy
M CHsJI MJeHKY co crBoja. Ha BKyc — ropbkoBata. OH cran keBaTb 3Ty
miaeHky. U co caeayioulero gepesa CHsJ KOPY — KakK Tpy6y BOAOCTOUHYIO —
W maeHKH noGosbiue.

«Tenepb 6B GHHTHK>.

M tyr )KapkoB BCOMHHJ, YTO H3 KAPMAHOB CTaplIHHbl OH BpoAe Gbl BhI-
TAIHA HHAWBHAYAJbHBIA NepeBsA3OYHBIH MAKeT.

IMamsaTe He o6manyna.

«Ha rpyap 6bl Hago, — paccyaun )Kapkoe, nogymMaB O MHHMOM paHe-
HHH, — XoTA 6bl AJ5 MacCKHPOBKH>».

Tyr oH coo6pa3un: MArKylo yacTb OHHTa, Ty, YTO C BaToO#, — Ha pany,
OcTajibHOe — Ha TIpyAb.

«[TofiTn-To Bce paBHO He mnpuaercsi... A ce6f o6pa6oTaTh 3acBeTJiO
Hago0».
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Teno Goaeno. Hora, kak akKyMmMyJATOp, OT KOTOPOro Liaa 3Ta 6oJib.

FnaBHOe, mnpHCJAOHHTbCA He K ueMmy 6bwio. Kycrol He aepxkanu. Ilpu-
IIJIOCh 3aXBATHTb BCe MPHHAAJMEXHOCTH, BHIMOJN3TH H3 YKPBITHA A0 MepBOro
JepeBa.

JKapkoB pasmoran o6MoTKy. Y3 panbl wn6anyno rauiabio. OH HEBOJIBHO
OTBEPHYJICA H nepeBeJs AbixaHue. [ToTOM Q0CTas HOXK, MOYHCTHJ €ro o Tpasy.
STOro eMy MoKasaJloCh MaJjio, OH OTOPBaJ KycoyeK GHHTa, CMOYHJ €ro BOJ-
Kot u3 ¢asaru, o6Tep Je3BHe H HauyaJ JAEJOBHTO Cpe3aTb MOTEMHeBlIHe
yyacTKH KOXH M Msica. Kak HH cTpaHHo, 6ojH Bpoje He yyBcTBOBaj. OH
Ha)keBas Gepe30BOH MJIEHKH H KOpbl H MPHJIOXKHJ BCe 3TO K paHe.

A cBepxy — BaTHBIH TaMMOH.

Y Hero eille XBaTHJIO CHJ YJIOKHTb HOTy (C MOMOILUbIO 310pOoBoil) B Gepe-
30BLIA IYOOK, H TYT OH MOTEPAJ CO3HaHHE. YiKe B TeMHOTe OUHYJICA, 3aMOTaJ
OGMOTKY H YMOJ3 B YKphITHE,

Pas6yaua )KapkoBa rosoa. 1o 6610 cTpaHHO. Bce 1HH OH XOoTes TOJIbKO
nuth, )Kaxkaa 3arayuiusia Bce ocTajibHble }KeqaHuda. A cerogHs — ecTb 3aXo-
tesiocb. ['ojloa GBI HACTONBKO CHJABHBIM, YyTo JKapkoB momHsiics, 06CKaKaJ
BCE BOKPYr, HO, KpOMe HeCKOJNbKHX rpH6OB 1a BETOUYKH GPYCHHKH, HHUYEro
He HaweJ.

CHaeHOK nocae cHa Bpoje mpHGapuioch. OH caenan nepesBA3Ky, Mome-
HAJ «KOBKH» H pewiun 3a6patb opyxkue. TonbKo 3psi Ha cebs noHauesicA.
BcraTh-To BCTad, HO TYT K€ ONYCTHJCHA Ha 3eMJIO: ciabocTh ojoJeNna.

Ha caenyomyio Hour )KapkoB Bce-TakH The TMNOJA3KOM, TA€ CKOKOM
Jno6paJsicsl A0 MOJIHTPYKAa H CTaplLIHHB,, Hab6pocaJ Ha HHX CBepXy ouepeiHyIo
OoXankKy BETOK H aBTOMAaT YXBATHJ, YBOJIOK ero 3a coGoii, Kak lieHKa Ha Be-
peBKe.

W Bor Hacraso Bpems, Koraa y J)KapkoBa yxke He OblIO CHJ BBIXOAHTb
H3 Jeca.

MepseHHo, ¢ Hatyroii OH MOJHHMAJICA, TOUHee, BBXKHMAJICA Ha NaJkKe,
yepe3 CKOK-ABa oOmycKaJcA H obcsaenoBat GJauxallliHe KycThl H JepeBbs,
Hajedacb HaWTH uTo-HHGYAb checTHoe. Ecin HaxoaHa kakoit-HHOYAb Kope-
LIOK, firogy — ObL1 J0BoJieH. Bo3BpauiaJjca B CBOe JOroBO, JexaJ, AyMmadl,
a To mepeGHpaJ BeUIHYKH YOHTBIX TOBapHIIeH.

FnaBHoe 6buio yHATb HOry. Korga eMmy 3T0 yaaBaJjocb, OH 6paJj noxeJ-
TeBlUHe, MOHCTEPTHle Ha crH6ax JHCTKH 6YMaru H ¢ HHTepecoM pasryfAAbiBaj
ux. JINCTOUKOB OBIIO HEMHOro: MHCbMO MOJHTPYKA MATEPH H MHCbMO JKE€HBI
crapiuuHe, [ToaHTpyk o6palnalcsa K MaTepH «MaMOUKa», OKa3biBaeTcs, mHcad
cTuxH. )KapkoB MOBTOPAJA HX BCJAYX, YTOOLI OTBJeubCA OT GOJMH, H BCKOpe
BbIYUHJ HAH3YCTh.

[o6uiBaeM MBI rae-HHGYAb YYTOUKY

H yBosum B nanekyo ganab

ATy O6AM3KYI0 CEepAlY MHHYTOUKY,

STy MHJAYIO cepALY neyaib.

M mecredko-to HaM HE NPHMETHTCH,

H Ha3BaHbe 3aGynem ero,

Tonbko namsTh O HEM COJIHIIEM CBETHTCS
H nopoxke Ham Gosbiue Bcero.

Ipya sepranbHblii, rae Je6eay njaasaior,
I'ze BucaT Haa sopoil ronosd,

I'ze nokpbliacsi pycckoio CJ1aBoio

BeuHo pycckas Hawa semss.

H 3a 3Ty cTOpOHYWIKY THXYIO

$1 roToB B cTpaiHbIX 6HTBax CTpazarb,

51 roroB Bcio Poccuio Benukyio
Jlo KOHLA MOHX AHEH 3alHILATh.
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JKapkoB moHuMaJ: 3TO elle HEHACTOSIIIHE CTHXH, HO YTO-TO B HHX GbLIO
Takoe, yTo Gpajo 3a cepaue. Yepes HHX MOJHTPYK BCTaBaJ KakK Obl BpOBeHb
¢ HHM H nomoraj )KapkoBy nepeHecTH CBOH TAroThl. Jlaxke MepTBBIH mo-
Mmorai.

«H 3a 3Ty CTOpPOHYWIKY THXYIO», — HauyHHan )KapKoB, KOrja O4YeHb YX
npHXKHMana 60Jib, H OHa 6yATO OTMyCKaJa, He TO YTO OTMyCKaJjia, a Kak Ghl
OTXOJHJIa HAa BTOPOH IJaH.

CrapiiHHa NnO MHCbMY BBISIBJASJICS TOXe He TAKHM CTPOTHM H CYXHM, Ka-
KM 3HaBaja ero )Kapkos. «BaHiowia, — nucana crapiuHse xeHa, -— Horu-ro,
Horu 6eperu. He 3a6biBait npo cBoio peBmaTH3My. KoHelwiHo, BOHHa, HO Bce X
TakH... A 0 Hac He TyXH. MBI TYT BCAKO-Pa3HO BBLAIOXKHM...»

«Hy, pasBe cyxapio Takoe HamHIIYT?..»

Yurtas H nepeudThiBasg NHCbMa TOBapHiled, )KapkoB mnpeiacrasasan HX
JKHBBIMH H XaJes, 4To HX HeT. )KasocTb 3Ta 6blia oco6asi, MbICJIEe HH a 1,
He cepaueM, a cosHaHHeM. OH 3ameTH B ceGe CTpaHHOe pa3ABOEHHe: AyMaJ
06 OnHOM, a 4yyBCTBOBaJ apyroe. JlymaJs o apy3bsix, 0 JjoMme, O MaTepH, 06
otue, o 6pare, o JIHHKe, 2 yyBCTBOBaJ 60Jib, HOT'Y CBOIO H ee BJacTh Haj
c06010, KOTOPO#H OH, BCE €ro CyLIecTBO HHKaK He XOTeJO MNOJUYHHATbLCA.

JKapkoB notepsin cuetr AHAM. MeJbKano nepen rjasaMH To 6ejsoe — cBeT-
JI0OTa, TO YepHOe —— TEMHOTA, a TO YYIHJOCh — 6YITO HOUYb, OTKpbIBAJ rJja-
3a — HajJ rojloBOH rojy6oél KoJsomell.

«2T0 He J1agHO, — CKa3a/J OH ceGe. — Bapyr uto... A Ha MHe 3HaMf».

Ha BcAkHI caiyyall CyHyJl «JIHMOHKY» B HarpyAaHblH KapMaH.

A c npoBaaaMu 60opoJsicsi TaK: Hauyasl BCIOMHHATb CBOIO XKH3Hb C TOTO JAHS,
Kak noMHHJ ce61. [losyyanoch HHTepecHO: 6yATO KapTHHY cMOTPHT. OH Xe H
rJiaBHoe JeHCTBYIOllee JIHIO, OH e H eJHHCTBEHHbIH 3pHTeb.

[lonavyany emy BHIeNHCb HesiCHble, MYTHble KajApbl, CJOBHO He ObLJIO
Pe3KOCTH HJIH TIJIEHKa cTapas.

Bot oH coBceM MaxoHbKHI, 6eI06pbICHI MaJbyHILKa, NOMOraeT 6adyuike.
OHa BsXKeT Ha CNHIAX, OH KAYGOK aepxHT. PykH y 6a6yiik# cJaOBHO coO-
CTOAT M3 XKHJIOK, H KOTla OHa BSIXKeT, XHJIKH LIeBeasTCI—ToXe BAXKYT. Ba-
6ywiKka noer ape6esxatiHM rojsockoM: «Kay6ok 6Gone, 6oae, 6oae, HUTKa A0-
Je, foje, foJe»,

Yro-TO Tenaoe, naBHO H 6Ge3BO3BpaTHO Yyllejllee CBA3aHO C 3THM Kal-
poM. )KapxoBy nouemMy-To CTAHOBHTCA XajJb H 6abyiuky, H 6en06pbicoro
MaJbyHIIKY. BeposTHo, moToMy, uto 6e33aGoTHOe AETCTBO GOJblle He Bep-
Hercsl, 6a6yIIKH JaBHO HeT, a OH, )KapkoB, TOT 6GeJOGPBLICHIH MaJbYHILIKA,
JIEXXHT BOT B UYYXXOM JieCcy, DaHeHblil, cCO 3HaMeHeM Ha TpYyIH, C <«JIHMOH-
Koit» B kapmaHe. M Goab ero rnioxer, co6cTBEHHasi HOra He HaeT MOKOA.

JKapkos 3acToHaJ, HO 3acTaBuJ ce6i CMOTpPETb CJHEAYIOIHEe KaApbl 3TOro
HEOObIYHOrO0 KHHO [Jif cebsl.

CHOBa CMYTHO H TYCKJIO, IOYTH HHYero He pasoGpaTth. [IpuBessnu xje6
H3 ropoga. OH BHIHT TobKO 3TOT Xse6. AX, Kakoél Kapasaii! [Ipsamo kyauu!
Boicoku#, nbiHbli, Geablit. OH Bpoge ¥ HBON — ABIUHT, A kopouka! OHa no-
XpycThiBaeT H Taet BO DTY.

JKapkoB owyTH!N BKyC TOro, HCmpoGOBAaHHOTO B CaMOM DaHHEM [eTCTBe
FOpPOACKOTO XJie6a H BHOBb MOYYBCTBOBAJ rOJIOJ.

«K 4epry! — npHKpHKHY.1 OH Ha ce6s. — [loexaan ganbiues.

A panbwe OH onATb BHAHT ce6s — MaJbyOHKY B Iny6eiike-6opuaTke
{neno 6bu1o 3HMoil). Ha 6asape on Hawmen Genylo AeHeXKy (B cTa larax or

' Orpesnas wy6Ka M3 OBUMHL, cOGpaHHas CKJIAaJKaMH Ha Mosce.
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aoma). IlepBoiii nopuiB — KynHTbh caaakoro. OH u kynua npsinukoB. Ho mo
Jopore AOMOH ero BAPYT CTajJu MYUHTb cOBecTb M cTpax. CoBecTHO 6blLI0 —
noueMy mMame He OoTHec JeHexkKy? M crpamHo — yTo Tenepb emy Gyamer? Uem
6/IHXKe K JOMY, TeM CHJIbHee OJ0jIeBajiH €ro 3TH YyBCTBA. Jlaxke MpAHUKH He
[0eJ1, a CPATaJ 3a capayHkoM. A BeuepoM 6yATO Gbl HH € TOTO HH C CEro —
paspeBeJicsl.

I'onoc marepu 3a kagpom. Ee ocropoxHbie nagoHH Ha JA6y.

«Bot cefiuac 6bl ee cioga. OHa 6bl moyxaxHBaja 3a MHoOMH... Ho-Ho,
KpacHoapmeen )KapkoB, He pacnmycKadcsi», — OJepHYJ OH ce6sl...

A 3710 cHOBa oH, lumka )Xapxkos, nepen camoil yue6oit. OH ewie He XOQHT
B WIKOJY, HO yacTto 3a6eraer tyaa. OH nojpyxHicsi ¢ peGsitaMH, ¢ TTHOHepa-
mMH. OH TaM CBO#H uyeJioBeK, HACTOJIbKO CBOH, UTO €My JaJH KpacHYIO OKTAG-
pATCKYIO 3Be3a0uky. OH CYaCT/HB, Y Hero Ha Aylle Mpa3fHHK, HO, BLIAAS Ha
yJHLY, OH 3apbiBaeT 3Ty 3Be3J0YKy B Cyrpo6.

J)KapkoB BHAHT pacTepsiHHOe JIMLO MaJbUHIIKH, cjae3bl Ha ero rJjasax.
OH 3HaeT, B YeM [eJ0 H MOYeMy MaJbyYHHIKA NMOCTYMHJ TaK Hejeno.yY Hero
CJIOXKHblE OTHOLIEHHSI C POJACTBEHHHKaMH — JeTHIUKaMHu AfAjeil U tereil (a ux
nosacena!). OgHa)kabl OH moxBacrtajcs: «A f1 — okra6peHok». WU onH cranu
Ipa3HHTb ero: «OKTAGPEHOK — TeNEeHOK>...

CHoBa 60J1b npepBaJja MbICJIeHHYI0 KapTHHY. Hora «nacrynana» na )Kap-
koBa. Ona Gyaro TpeGoBaJjia OT Hero BceoGlLiero BHHMaHHs, OHa GyATo mpo-
TecTOBaJla Ha TO, YTO OH oTBJekaJcs. Ee Hago 6b10 6Bl mepeBsi3zaTh, mome-
HAITb «)KOBKH», HO Y HEro HeT CHJ ABHraTbCfA, OH Kak Obl mycToH, 6ecKpOB-
HbIf, @ TOUHee CKa3aTh, BCS €r0 KPOBb TaM, B paHeHo# Hore. OHA CTYUHT, KO-
aotut. OH CABILIKT ee yaapHl.

«Hy, ny, ny, — Baymaer ceGe )XapkoB. — CMOTpHM JaJjblie...»

Emy ynaercs mpeogoserb GoJb H NepekJlOYHTb BHHMAaHHe Ha CBOH He-
OGLIKHOBEHHBIH (PHJIbM.

Kagpobl 6aexkable. He BugHO aun. MajbyHIIKH Ha MemKax c 3epHom. HMx
ropbl, 3THX MewKOB. [lJisi HUX He XBaTaerT amM6GapoB, H NO3TOMY MELIKH CJIO-
XHJIH BO JABOpe ofuiecTBEHHOro aoma. A um, pe6Gsiram, pasjpoJabe. Hrpaii.
[lpsubcs, ¢panTasupyi. MewKH — 3TO M KPenocTH, H GauiHH, H GappHKanHl.
Manbuynmiku urpaior B BoiHy. U on, [lumka )XapxkoB, cpelH HHX.

«Ho cefiyac yxe ne urpa. Cefiyac si paHeH H JeXy B UYYXOM Jecy...
H nora, Mos e Hora — MOi mepBblfi Bpar H NMPOTHBHHK...»

CHoBa cBeraJlo, MOTOM G6bLIO TEMHO, a GbiTb MOXET, 3TO mepef IiasaMH
mpak. )KapkoB cnas H He cmaJj, OH TO MPOBAJIHBAJCA, TO ONSAITb BO3HHKAJ.

Ilepen rnasamu kaapol. OHH MeJbKAalOT H YXKe HHYEro He pa3o6parthb.
Tonbko kapphi, kaapsl, kaapbl. O, )Xapkos, taM, Ha Hux. OH 3Haer 3TO,
XOTS1 H HHYero He BHJIHO.

JKapkoBa craJjo 3H06HTb. O3HO6G MOMABWJICS TAe-TO BHYTPH, B KOCTSIX, B
no3BoHOYHHKe, OH, KaK MaJleHbKHiHl YepBAYOK, 33LIEBeJHJCS U MOMoJ3 Mo
reay. U Bor yxe cOTHH, ThICSIYH, MHJIIHOHLI 4YepBAUYKOB, OHH MOBCIOAY, OHH
B KaXJOH KJeTKe — MOoJ3yT, LIeBeasitcsl, He AAIOT MOoKOosA. )KapKoBy Kaxercs,
YTO yepe3 HEro NPONYCKAlOT TOK, OH Becb APOXKHT, BeCb TPSICETCS NOJ 3THM
TOKOM.

«Hy, BbiK/mOYHTE XKe... BoikaOUHTE pyGUABHHK», — XOTeJ KPHKHYTb JKap-
KOB, HO rosioca He Gbu1o. Cusa He Gbljo.

CKkousibko ero 3Ho6ujo, )KapkoB He 3Haer. OuHyjcsi — Becb B HCHapHHe.
Her, ucnapuubl Kak TakoBoH He Gbl1O, BHJIHO, BOALI B HEM He OCTaJOCh.
Ho oH uyyBcTBOBan 3Ty HCmapHHy Ha cnHHe, Ha J6Y...

— Mute, — npocronan Kapkos u ycabimaa cpoil roaoc. M o6opsaa
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ce6a: — Tuxo! — M Tyr BKJAIOUHIOCH CO3HAHHE H OGBACHHIO, MOYeMY HaLO
Jaexartb THX0: «51 B jecy. Kpyrom moryr 6biTh BparH. A co MHOH 3HaM#f»,

Tenepn o Mor Tosnbko aAymatb. Hora omonena, 6oab ocunnaa ero. Ho ona
6b1a cefiyac He TakoH G6GOJie3HEHHOH, KaK paHblie, OH CJ0BHO 6bl MPHBBIK
K HeH, XOTsl BpeMeHaMH MepecHIHBATb ee GbIO HeBBIHOCHMO.

Yem panblue, TeM TpyiaHee 6bIO eMy BHIHOCHTb mpHcTymbl. Cayuyaniuch
MOMeHTHI, KOrja OH noaymbiBaja: «PBaHy cefiyac 3a koabuo, H Bce. M koH-
yatcA 3TH MyKu»., OOHaXAB OH Ja)ke MOATAHYN PYKY K «/IHMOHKe», HO TYT
OLLYTHJ MATKOCTb MOJ MajbLUaMH H OTAEPHYJ PYKY, CJIOBHO OXKercs.

«A 3HaM#-TO... — ocyaHa oH ce6si. — Her, Heb3asi. Hano BBIXHTBY.

JKapkoB He 3Hajl MOYeMy, HO €My BCe Kasajocb, 4TO OH 06f3aTejbHO
BLIKHBET H Bce ofofigercsl, a TO, 4T0 ceHyac MPOHCXOAHT, — 3TO KaAKOH-TO
KyTkHii coH. OH koHuuTcs. OfHa)KAH MpPOCHeTCA, H Bce GydeT XOpoulo.

Koneuno, emy Tak xoreqnochb, OaHako OH GHil He BojieH Haj co6oii. Teneps
KOMaHZ0Baja Gone3Hb, HOra, TsXKejlas paHa. A To, 4YTO OH He BepHJ B IJIO-
X0e, MOMOTaNO €My BHICTOATb. M1 riaBHBIM yTBepauTeseM 3TOH Bepbl 6GblIO
3HaMs Ha ero rpyau. UyTb 4TO, KaK TOJNBKO B moaybecco3HaHbe OH ApOr-
HeT, KaK TOJIbKO MYKH BO3bMYT BEPX H DYKa MOTSHETCS K «JHMOHKE», naJjib-
ubl TOTYAC HATKHYTCS HAa MATKOe, a OTTYAa TOYHO ocofas cHJa H3Jayua-
etc, oHa noBejeBaer: «Her, Her. Tenepb 3HaMs cmacTH Hago».

ITopoio )KapkoB uyBcTBOBaJ, Kak or 6apxara Hcxoaut Ttemno. MHoraa
€My YYAHJIOCh, YTO CaMoO cepile 3aBepHYTO B 3TOT Gapxar.

«BboxuBy. BbiTAAHY. BHICTOIO», — TBepAHJA OH, KaK TOJBKO MPHXOMHJ
B ce6sl.

Kak-to emy nocawbimanance rosioca. Eue He nosHocTbio nmpHAs B cebs,
J)KapkoB cxBaTHJCA 32 MHCTOJIET (NMyJ€MET, aBTOMAT H MHCTOJIET JieXKaJH
nog 6okom). OH cam yauBHJCA 3TOH GhicTpoTe M TouHoctH. OH AymaJ, 4To
y Hero yxe He octajoch cHia. OkaseiBaercsi, OHH eule ectb. 3TO 060OAPHIIO,

«Euie moxwusy... Hapo... 3uams... [las Hero...»

BHOBb mocsblmanca rojnoc. Temepb yxke oauH. )XapkoB BCTpemeHYJCs:
JeBasi pyka 3a MHCTOJieT, NpaBad — K «jaHMOHKe», (Korma oH mepesoxun
MHCTOJIET?)

— Jlaapko KpacHoapmeel, He cTpeasidte. [Ianbko KpacHoapMeell, sl CBOH.

JKapkoB packphbisl riasa H B TYCKJOM CBeT€, KaK OTPaKeHHe B MYTHO#M
BOJE, yBHIEN JHLUO MajbuHIKH. OHO ApOXKalo H pacnibBaJOCh, TOYHO H
B CaMOM JieJie MO HeMY XOAHJIH BOJIHBI.

«Hy-y, mapHHumiKa», — o6ierueHHO MOAYMajJ OH H OTJOXKHJ [HCTOJET.
PyKy c rpyan He y6paJ, npHKpHII €10 3HaMsl, FOTOBHIH B JI060# MOMEHT Aep-
HYTb 32 KOJblIO.

BOCKPECEHHE

JKapkoB cablllan pasroBophl, HO He BHHKajg B HHX. Bce BHHMaHHe, Bce
CHJIbl 6bIJIM COCpPeIoOTOYeHbl Ha TOM, 4TOO6H y6epeub HOTY, He MNPHUYHHHTH
el HH Bpena, HH 60aH. Emle BHayaJse, KOrga 4bH-TO PYKH MEepPeTacKHBAJH ero
Ha crapblfi JOXKAEBHK, OH BeJeJj MOACYHYTb 3J0POBYI0 HOTY NOA GOJbHYIO.
Onn pgoaro He moHHMaJjH ero. Torga YXapkoB co6pajicsl H MPOLIENTaN:

— Hory na Hory... Ioga...

H nposanuacs.



OuHyJsicsl, KOTA@ ero yxe BOJIOKJH MO JecHOH popore.

JKapkoB 3acTOHaJ, H YbH-TO MaJblibl TOTYAC NOAHECJH K ero ry6am siroay.
OH craa cocaThb ee, OmlyLIasi KHCJOBATO-TEPNKHH BKYC BO pPTY H OGJeruenxe
ot storo Bkyca. EMy onsiTe coBaju firony, u OH cHoBa cocaJ ee. M crpanHo!
B nem nosiBuaxch cusibl. OH MOHAA 3TO MO 3ByKaM. [losroe BpeMmsi OH He pas-
JIMYaJl OTTEHKOB, YJaB/J#Basi OQHH, OGIIHA 3BYK. A cefiuac 3BYKH CJBILIAJHCh
pasnenbHO: roJoca, wypuanue 6pesenra, jerkie wmary. I[lo ronocam nonsa,
4TO €ro BOJIOKYT TpOe: MaJb4HIUKH H B3pocablii. CBox. OT co3HaHHS, YTO OH
nonan K csoum, )KapkoBy caenanock noxkoiHo. Onsitb NpeacTaBHJOCh, UTO OH
IVILIBET MO peKe, H BOJHBI WIYPLIAT O rajbKy, H €ro NOKayHBaeT Ha BOJe.
U 1y oxrao.

— OpyxHe? — cOpoCHJ OH H YCJABILIAJA Y¥Ke He LIeNoT, a CBOH, 4yTb
xpunnoBathiii ronioc. — I'ne opyxue?

JKapkoB nmonbiTajscsl NPHNOAHATBCS H HE CMOT, IOTOMY YTO B 3TOT MOMEHT
Te, KTO €ro Tamui, GpocHan O6pe3eHT W KHHYJHCb BpacchinHyio. Toubko
NATKH 3acTyuyaJ# Mo TBEPAOH 3emJe.

JKapkoB OTKHHYJCS H 3amep.

— He naypu, — nocabimianoce mnocie mnaysbl. — Hy, mo Te 3a cBow
UsbKY XBaTaeumbcsi? MBI XK TOGH HHYOTO...

JKapkoB porapaJcsl, YTO HMEHHO CMYTHYJIO €ro cChnacHreseil: mpaBasi pyka
Bce ellle JieXkajla HAa TPYIH, Y «JHMOHKH», Kak Obl MPHKpLIBasi 3HaMs.

— TI'ne opyxune? — nopropus )KapkoB H OTKpHUI Iia3a.

Ilepen HuM cTOfA Bech 3apocLUHil CTApHK, C CH3bIM HOCOM H cejoif roso-
Boil. CHH3Y, ¢ 3eMJIH, OH Ka3aJjcs BbICOKHM, GYyATO MpPHLUIENIUHM H3 CKa3KH.

— Ta cnpsAran#, — OGBIACHHJ OH.

— [Hocratb Hano, — cka3an )KapkoB, HO 3TOTO yXKe CTapHK He YCJbIaj.
Ha )KapkoBa onsiTb HaBaaujaach Takasd c¢jaGoOCTb, UTO OH JIHLIHJCS roJoca
H CHOBa 3aKphlJ rJjasa.

Jopora noiwusa raaxe, HO MOTOM OHH KYyAa-TO CBEPHYJIH, MOSIBHJIHCh KOP-
HH, KOUKH, Gyrpbl. )KapKkoBa Tak TPSIXHYJIO, UTO OH MOTEPslJ CO3HAHHE.

Ounyacsi or THwHHB, [louyBcTBOBaJ, YTO HAXOAHTCS HE MOJ OTKPHITHIM
He6oM. [laxno ceHom u caexaBuuMcsi HaBo3oM, Unpukaan BopoGbi. M stor
INaBHO He CJBIIAHHBIA 3BYK 3aCTaBHJ OTKpHITb Ijasa.

Crosil nosiyMpak, HO O TOMY, KaK CKBO3b LI€JH B Kphillle OCTPbIMH [10J0-
camy najana cset, )KapkoB A0orajaJcs, YTo Ha yJHue cefiyac Je€Hb H CBETHT
cosHue. A OH HaxXOAuTCH Ha ceHoBaJje. EMy BCMOMHHJOCH, KaK B AETCTBe
OH €3[HJ K Aely B AepeBHIO 3apsiHKy H TaM TOXe crnaJ Ha cexoBaJje. Ilon
CTpexoil OH 3aMeTHJ MyYKH JIbHa H HECKOJIbKO CBEXHX BeHHKOB. TOuHO TakK
e H Ha [eJOBCKOM CEHOBaJle, MOA Kphillleil TOpPUaJH MyYKH KakoH-TO TpaBHI,
BEHHKH H CepIl ¢ NMepeKOUIeHHOH pyuKoil.

Tyt on ynuBuacsi Tomy, uto Hora Bpoae Gbl He Gosena. (HMau oH mpuBbIK
K 3toit 6oan?!) 3aro OT Hee Hec/NO THHAbLOH. OH YJOBHA HENPHATHLIA 3a-
nax. «<Hapo 66 nepeBsizath. OnsATh Gbl «XKOBKH»...»

BHM3Yy CKPHNHYJO, H KTO-TO CTajJ HETOPOMJHBO MOAHHMATBLCS MO JECTHH-
ne. )KapkoB 3araucsi, Ha BCAKHIl cayyail mpHKpH raasa.

Cyxo 3awypuano ceto. Kro-to npucen nepen YKapKoBbiM.

— XuonuHk, — paspancs KeHCKHi roJsoc.

¥ )KapkoBa 3aumeMu/o cepaue: BOT TaK )Ke MO yTpam, 6biBajo, ero 6y-
IHJa MaMma.

— XJonyHK, — ao6pasi pyka morjajsja ero fno Juuy.

Y )KapkoBa ApPOTHYJH PeCHHIBI.

— Tlonwb Monouka naphoro. Iloumb.
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XKenmuna, cyas no rojocy, Gbuia HeMoJofas, M PYKH HEMOJIOAbIE,
HaTpyXeHHble pa60TOH, HO TaKas MATKOCTb H TEIJIOTA MCXOJHJa OT HHX, YTO
JKapkoBy cTons0 ycHaHit He 3anyiakaTh.

JKapkoB nmHJs ¢ JIOXKKH, a XKeHLIHHA TeM BpeMeHeM paccKa3biBaJa:

— ¥ cocHaku B3siia. Mbl CBOI0 KOPOBYILKY He CMOIMIH cxoBathl. Hemen-
6aHplora 3a6pad.

Pacckas ee BboiBen )KapkoBa H3 TOH MHHYTHOH pacc/ia6JieHHOCTH, YTO
HarHa/ii Ha Hero BOCIIOMHHAHHA O MaTepH. [leficTBHTeNbHOCTb Gblia CYypOBOH
H XKecTokoil. OHa He Mo3BOJIsIa paccaabAATbCS.

— INomnTe KO MHe MYXKHKA... TOrO, YTO TALIHJ] MeHs,— nonpocuJ )Kap-
KOB H 3aMOJ4aJ, YyBCTBYS, YTO ycTaJ Mocje NJTHHHOH ¢pasbl.

— XBegopa? [louutio, mouio.

— IlepeBsizath 6bl, — BoIZOXHYN JKapkoB.

— Jlo6pe, nobpe, 3pobiio...

OH cHOBa Kak 6bl OTOIIEJ B I1yGHHY, He OYeHb HOMHS, YTO MNPOHCXOMMT,
H B TO Xe BpeMsl omlyuiasi 1o6phle pyKH Ha cebe.

Brino 6oabHo. )KapkoB Mosuasn, Tepnen. Ho korpa 3T pyks nonpoGoBaJH
paccTerHyTb FHMHAcCTepKy, OH BOCHPSIHYJ, BOCIPOTHBHJCAH:

— He-e...

H Bcsakn#t pas, koraa neiTaaHch MOCMOTPeTb HJIH MepeBA3aTh e€ro rpyib,
OH MPHXOAHJ B ce6sl H KaTeropHueckH BoapaxaJj: «He-e...».

Yacro, Bo3Bpamasach H3 3a6biTbsl, )KapkoB BcnoMHHa/J MaTb M Bce, UTO
6blI0 cBA3aHO ¢ Helo. Yame Bcero mpeacraBjsiici OAHH chayuad. Emy aer
mwectb-ceMb. OH ¢ MaMoii BnepBble efeT B moe3ae, B coceanuii ropoa. Ho
y Hero HeT 6uJyieTa. OH He 3HAeT, MoYEeMY TaK MOJYYHJIOCh, TOJAbKO OTYETJHBO
NOMHHT (akKT: y Hero Her Guaeta. A TyT KoHTpoJb. Mama pacrepsach,
a on — Her. On ckasan kourposepy: «Ho MHe xe eme HeT mecTd Jet». Co-
Bpas yBepeHHO M TBepao. M koHTposep moBepuia. A MaMma mocMoTpesna Ha
Hero yauBieHHo. M Bce AHH, MOKA OHH HAXOAHJHChH B ropoje, morjsabiBaja
Ha Hero MpHCTaJbHO, GYATO MOPaXKajacb TOMY HOBOMY, YTO BAPYT OTKPBLIOCH
eii B coiHe. Ha o6paTHOM mnyTH OH He BbIAEpXKAaJ, NMOKAAACH H OGDBACHHJ,
uTO coBpast paau cnaceHus yectH. «He Hago Gosbuwe, coiHoK. Hukoraa He me-
Jgai 6oJible», — cKasajla MaMa.

«Ho s n ceiluac co6upaloch coBpaTb, — AyMana JKapkoB. — 51 u cefiuac
npeacTaBAsAIOCh, GYATO B TPYAb PaHEH».

Ho kak u Torga B AeTrcTBe, OH H ceflyac He YYBCTBOBAJ HH Yrpbl3eHHH
COBECTH, HH HCKPeHHero pacKasiHHA.

IMpuwen gex Penop, Hoaro cuaen moasne )KapkoBa, CYHTasi, UTO TOT He
yyeT ero MpHXoAa.

JKapkoB mnpeaBapHTelbHO MNOCTOHAJ, KakK Obl mpeaynpexinasd Jena, H
CIPOCHJI;

— Hy?

— Tait gyru ruy, — HeoxXxnaaHHO npousHec Pegnop.

— Opyxne? — )KapKoB OTKpbLI IJasa.

Jen, BHAHO, MOHSJI, YTO OTBETHJ HEXOPOILLO, 3arOBOPHJ TOPOIVIHBO:

— Ta npunecan. Ha oropoan 3axoBaJiH.

— T[lucroner, — npukasaa Kapkos, — nHcToser cioga.. Mue... Tak
Hazo...

— Ta HuMuHB HeMma.

— O6cTaHOBKA MOXeT H3MEHHTCS.

— Ta moxe, — cornacH/ics Aen.

H cHoBa Kapkos npoBannjica. Ilpomso Kakoe-TO BpeMsi, KOTOPOro OH
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He NOMHHT. KTo-To ero KOpMHJ, MOHA C JI0XKeyKH (HaBepHOe, Ta JKEHIIHHA),
nepeBA3bIBaJd, HO KaK TOJbKO MNPHKacajcd K TPydH, OH BCTPAXHBAJCA H
Bospaxan: «He-e».

B nonysa6biTbH K HEMy CHOBa NPHXOAHAa MaMa, rOBOPHJA CBOH C/A0Ba:
«He Hano Goabwe, coiHok. HHkoraa He nenail Takoro Gosbume». A OH 06b-
AICHSJ €M, YTO APYToro BbIXOAa HeT. «AX, Mama, Tbl MPOCTO He 3Haellb, YTO
takoe 3HaMs. Her ero — u yacT# HeT. A ecTb 3HaMsa — 4acTb XXHBeT. JTO
Bpoje cepaua y uenaoBeka. bes Hero XHTb HEBO3MOXHOY.

Onnaxabl K HeMy fiBHaach JIunka Yacoma, cmpocHaa: «A Thl HH O uyeM
He xkageewb? Hu B uem He packauBaewbcA?» «)Kanelo. PackaHBaiocb», —
NPH3HANCA OH, HO O YeM H B 4eM — He CKa3al, TOAbKO NMpo ce6s CThIANHBO
nogymaa: «B Tom, uro Te6s He mouesoBan TOrAa, Ha BBINYCKHOM Beuyepe, TO
€CTb MNOCJ/Ie HEro, KOrAa Mo yaxue LIH...».

ITotom k HeMy 3asBuacA Cepera Her6a#iio — ero WKOJbHBIH IPYyIKOK.

«BOT roBopHn — npocHch B TaHKOBOE y4HJHILE». — «MeHS X He CIpocH-
an, — Bospasun )XapkoB. — M oT nexoTbl s He OTKa3bIBalOCh».

OpuH pa3 6yaro 6bl npHiuea crapmHHa I po60oT H HHKAKHX 3aMeuyaHHi
He caenan. Peakufi cnyuad, 3TO 3HAUHT — BCe B MOPSIKE.

Ero cMeHHa nOJHTPYK (OTYETAHBO TaK MOABHJCA), MOJNOXHJA DPYKY Ha
naeyo, ono6pua: «Ilpasuabno, ToBapuuy )Xapkos, noHumaere 3aaauy. 5 Bac
BCEraa CYHTaJ CO3HATEJNbHBbIM GofiLoM».

Or stHx Bugennit )XapkoBy 6blJIO PAajgOCTHO, H, NPHXOAS B ce6sl, OH XKa-
JieJl, UTO HasiBy OHH He MOTYT MOBTOPHTbCH,

OpHaXabl eMy cTajio XaJjb ce6s.

«A Bapyr meHns He 6yner. YmMpy. M HHKOorga GoJbuie He YBHXY HH OTUA,
HH maMy, HH 6parta, HH Cepery, HH JIuHKy. He crany nukem. Hanpuwmep,
yuutenem. He yBuxKy 3umy, geto. He cxoxy B Hamy Gepe3oByio pouty. ¥YMpy,
a MHe BCEro AeBATHAALATh...»

[pHmen B ce6s OT cae3, NMOYYBCTBOBAJ HX BKYC Ha ry6ax. BeicTpeHbko
yTep HX H oTpyran ce6s: «5 K BbIMONHSAI oco6oe 3agande. — M Hauaus BHY-
warb: — He pacnyckatbes. Jlepxkartbea. BricToATb».

K Hemy onsare npuman crapuuHa Jpo60T H NOJHTPYK, OROGPHIH:
«[1paBuabHoe peumienne. Hapneemcs na Bac, kpacHoapMmeen )KapKoB».

Tak wan gu. CKoAbko HX — HeH3BecTHO )Kapkosy.

Heoxupanuo ycunuaace 6oJb B Hore, B KOCTH. Takoro eme He Gblio.
Byaro 66 KOCTb MUAAT nmonmepeyHoH NMHAOH, H HHKyJAa OT Hee He YKPBITbCS.
Bosb HeBbIHOCHMaA.

K )XapkoBy sapasuicsi crapminHa Ilpo6or, ropopun: «Tepnu». Ho )Kapkos
He Mor TepneTb. OH CTOHaJ, METAaJCH, MAaKal. TO GbWIO NMOMHMO €ro BOJIH.

B MHHYTBl KOPOTKOTO 3aTHLIbfl, KOTAAa «MHJAa» 3aTHXajJa Ha HECKOJbKO
CeKYHI, OH OGJIM3bIBa/N LIEPIIABLIM A3BIKOM MNOTPecKaBUIHecs Ty6bl H KTO-TO
C JIOXKEUKH B HETO BJHBAJ KalIH XHAKOCTH. OH yxe He pa36upaJ, 4To 3TO —
BOAA, MOJIOKO HJIH KBAac, JKaJHO TJIOTaJ], rOTOBACh K HOBOH «IHJKE».

Koraa teprnerb ctajo HeBMOroTy, JKapkoB 3akpHuaj:

— Hy, orpexbte ee... OTpexbTe, HE Mory!

Ho nunaBce nuanta U 3TOMY OCTPOMY, HIEMSALIeMY OLLYIMEHHIO He 6blio
KOHIA.

U sapyr... samonkna. )KapkoB oGIH3HYJCSA, MOMHA M 3aMEP B OXKHIAHHU
HoBO# nbiTKH. Ho ee He 6bu10. He 6bl10 MHHYTY, ABe, TpH. OH Hauan CYHTaThb
npo ce6s, JOCUHTan oo cra H ycHya. OH He cmaa Tpoe CYyTOK.

BHauane eMy HHYUEro He CHHJIOCb, @ MOTOM CTaJH CHHTbCA CHbl OJHH 3a
ApYrHM, GYATO HX THa/NH MOAPSAA, KaK KapTHHbl Ha HeNPEPLIBHOM ceaHce.
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Orpomuoe nosne. Hu koHna HH Kpas. Bce B Geabix omyBaHuHkax. OH H
MaMa. Benoe o6jsauko okpyxaet ux. H Bapyr u3 o6aauka nosiBasieTcs crap-
wxHa Jpo6ot, penaer sameuanue: «Pemenb moarsnure, )Xapkos». Okasbl-
Baercsl, HA HeM KpacHoapMeiCKHH peMeHb, XOTA CaM OH MaJjIeHbKHi H HAer
nmo nojio ¢ mMaMoi 3a pyky. I'osoc JIuHkH (a ee He BHAHO): «[loexaau B
Hcnannio». CaMoseT He caMoJieT, KOBEP-CaMoJIeT He KOBep-CaMoJjieT — 4YTO-TO
HeMOHATHOe, HO OHH JerAT. M o6naka kny6sircst nox HUMH. M conHue caenur
no cre3. A napcrpeuy I'utiiep. PackHHysn pyKH — JIeTHT, TOJNIBKO uy6 GoJ-
TaeTcsl, KaK XBOCT y co6akH. )KapKoB cMes0 eMy HaBCTpeuy, H PeMHeM ero,
pemHeM. I'HTiep ykioHsieTcs H mpopoJikaer noJder. Torma )KapkoB peMeHb
neriied H — p-pa3! — 'ntaepa 3a mierp...

H BoBce He I'htiep, a 6ymaxkubifi 3med. M on onstbp manenbkuit. U B
He6e GyMakHble 3MeH...

ITosiBasieTcs1 nyxoBoil opkecTp. My3blKH He CJBILIHO, HO BHIHO — HrpaloT.
H Bce MyabikanThl nmoxoxH Ha crapuiuny JlpoGora. M3 ray6uHbl opkectpa
BBIXOLHT MOJUTPYK H nonaer )KapkoBy noskoBoe 3nams. A y )KapkoBa Toxe
Tpy6a B PyKax, H OH HHKaK He MOX<eT MOXHATb 3HAMA...

)KapkoB 3acroHnan, yxe He OoT 6GOJH, a OT 3TOrO HEJENOro NOJIOXKEeHHS,
H MpOCHYJICA.

— CaaBa 6ory, okleMajicsi, — CKa3aJ XeHCKHH roJsoc.

BTOPOE PO)KILEHHE

)KapkoB OTKpbIa rJjasa.

— Cnaba 6ory, oOkJeMaJcs... — MOBTOPHJIA KEHLIHHA,

Ona 6b1a crapas. Mi3-noa TeMHOro mnratka BHIGHBAJIHCh ABe ceible Mpfi-
av, auno B MopuiHHax. Ho Bcs OHa elle Kpemkasi TOH JepeBeHCKOH Kpe-
nocThbio, 4TO Bbipa6aTbiBaeTcs FOfAMH TAXeJoH paGoThl.

— bBaywmka, — npouanec )Kapkos.

OH Ha3BaJ ee TaK, KaK YBaXXHTeJbHO 3BaJ CBOIO CTapeHbKyl0 6GabGyIIKy
Tuny, Kotopoii maBHO HeT B XHBbIX. H mouemy-To 3TO HeoHAaHHOE BHYT-
peHHee CXOACTBO, YTO caMO cO60H BO3HHKJIO B €ro nylle H BbIPa3HJOCb B
6GECKOHTpPOJIbHO NMPOH3HECEHHOM CJIOBe, elie Gogblie pacrporajo )KapkoBa
YCHJWIO CHMNATHIO K 3TOMY BIepBble YBHUREHHOMY YeJIOBEKY.

- Bot u no6pe, — yabi6HyJach 6abylika, MOKa3blBas ellle KpenkHe 3y-
6bl. — BOT H BepHYJICHA XJIOMYHK C TOro CBeTY.

OHa He ngasa eMy OTBETHTb, 3acCyeTHJach.

— TIloectb, noecrb, mocHUAaTL Tpeba.

M GbicTpeHbKO cNycTHJAach MO JleCTHHIE.

JKapkoB ¢ HHTepecOM HauyaJj OCMaTpHBaTb CEHOBAJ, Kak 6yATO BHAEJ €ro
BNEPBBE, TOUHO M B CaMOM jejie BepHyJca ¢ Toro cBera, Huuero HoBoro
OH He YBHIEJ H B TO Ke BpeMs CJOBHO BHIeJ BCe 3aHOBO. Y3HaBal H
B Ayie pajgopajcs 3toMy. M myukam sibHa, H CBeXXHM BeHHKAaM,H CTapbiM,
noTeMHeBIIHM 6ajKaM, H CETOYKE MayTHHbl B GJIH)XKHEM YIay.

CrpanHble 6bltH owyuteHusi. Kak 6yaro oH BepHy/csi B 3HaKOMble MecTa
nocjie JOJNrol pasjiykKH (XOTs B €ro KH3HH TaKOro BO3BpallleHHA elle He
6b10. OH BniepBble yiuleJ H3 AOMY HamoJdro, B apmHuio... Ho )KapkoB unran
o6 3TOM H mnpexacraBasn ce6e nogoGHbE COCTOSIHHA).

Bnpouem, He coBceM Tak. OH GYyATO 3aHOBO MoO3HaBaJ H ce6sA, H OKPY-
JKawollHe MmpeaMeThl.
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JKapkoB nogHec k rsiazaM pyKH H Hauyas paccmatpuBatbh uX. OHH GbliH
HEYHCTble, KOCTJIAIBbiE, C TPAYPOM MOA HOTTSAAMH, OHH OblIH KaKHe-TO GeCKpoB-
Hbie, BsJIble, MaJblbl APOKAJIH.

TyT OH BCIOMHHJ O 3HaMeHH, MPOCYHYJ PYKY moi ruMHacTepky. Ha me-
cre. MsArkuit 6apxat npoMsics NOA MajblLaMH,

H mucroner Ha mecre.

A rpaHaTh B KapMalluKe He 0Ka3ajocb. «JIHMOHKa» HcyesJa.

)KapkoB 3aBosiHOBajcsA. 3a6bli O CBOHX HOBBIX oOuLylleHHsAX. XoTesa
KPHKHYTb, M03BaTh K ceGe, HO BoBpeMs yuep:kaJcs. Ha u koro 3Barb? Ero
CMac/H, BO3BPATHJH C «TOTO CBETa» JIOLH, KOTODbHIX OH COBCEM HE€ 3HaerT.

OH craj MpHNOMHHATL XKEHUHHY, Aena, peGsaTHmek. )KeHmHHA oOKa3a-
Jacb Gabywkoi, nexa denopa OH BHJIeJ, a BOT MaJbuiHLIEK H He Yy3HaeT
aaxe. A ux 6buio aBoe. OH BCMOMHMJ AETCKHi rosioc: «IfabKo KpacHo-
apmeelr, 1 cBoH». KTo H3 ABOHX TOBOpHJ 3TH CJIOBa?

J)KapkoB crapasics OTBJedbCsl, HO TpeBOra, BLI3BaHHAs HCUE3HOBEHHEM
«JIUMOHKH», He npoxofusia. OH Bce uyame NPHCJAYIUHBAJICA H MOTJAAbIBAJ
Ha MPHOTKPHITYIO KPHIIIKY CeHOBaJjia.

«Moxer 6biTh, peGsaTHiukH B3suiH. He gait Gor eme mogopmyTtes...»

HaxoHen, poHec/HCh IATH, MOKa3aJach rojioBa B TEMHOH KOCBIHKE.

ba6ymika npuraspgesnach K NOJyMpaky, COPOCHJIa HErPOMKO:

— He ycuya ewe? INocHnpath Tpe6a.

)KapkoB He BhimepkaJ:

— bBa6ymka, a rpe BOT 3Ta IWITyKa? Y MeHd B KapMaHe TopuyaJsa?

— bom6a? XBenop cxoBad.

Y )KapkoBa oTsersio oT cepila, HO OH BCe-TakH BeJieJi:

— Ilyctb npunecer.

— Ta BepHer, a2 yero Ta 60m6a.

OHa ctasna KOPMHTb €ro C JIOXK€YKH H OGBACHATb:

— Tol ayxe OUACA-KPYTHJICH, OT XBeLOD H CXOBaJ.

BysnboH 6ol ropsumii, BKycHbl. )KapkoBy Kasajioch, UTO OH BHEepBbie B
JKH3HH ecT ¢ TakuM anneTHToM. OH ¢H3HYecKH OIymaJd, Kak ¢ KaxAoH
JIOXKKOH B HeM NpHGLIBaeT cHJja.

— Kypbl ectb, — pacckasbiBasia 6abymka. — Mbl HX 3aroisi CXOBaJiH.
Tenepb 00 3uMbl foxuByT. A noxab uge. [dopor Hema. Or wocce go Hac
BepcT ABecTH GyaeT. A ot [lanbuus GaH3ue, Tak TO yepes Jec... A BOHBI Jeca
6osaTcs.

K JKapkoBy BO3Bpamajoch OLLYlIeHHe NeACTBHTENLHOCTH — KTO OH, H
YTO MPOMCXOMHT, H TAe OH HaxoAuTcA. CHiia XXH3HH — MOXHO CKa3aTb, BTO-
poe poxjaeHHe — 6blio cHibHee Bcero. Cefidac OH BepuJ, 4TO caMoe CTpall-
Hoe mpouwsio. OH GYAET KHTb.

— ba6ymka, a Bb MecTHas?

— Hu, Mbl 3-nua Burte6cka, yxe COpOK rofoB. ¥YiKe NMPHBBIKJIH.

— A pepeBus y Bac Gosbwasn?

— Mauna, pecarb xar.

— A Kak HasblBaeTcsi?

— Jlecyxa. Kpyrom Jieca... [loea? Ho6pe?

— Xopomo. Cnacu6o, 6aymka... A defopa npuuiure,

— Ocb panace To6H Ta Gom6a.. Hy no6pe, — cxkaaunach oHa. —
A notom nepeBsxkeM paHy. — OHa mnomenaujia H BCe 3Ke CIpPOCHJIA: —
A TaM, Ha rpyasx, aK?

— Her, — ormaxnyscs )KapkoB, — taM TporaTth He Hago. TaMm — Ha-
BbLET.
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— Kposb, 3HaubITH?

— U nyctb, H nycrb. He Hagno.

OH 3aBoJiHOBaJIcA, H 6a6ylLIKa YCNOKOHMA:

— Hy, no6pe, no6pe. He Tpe6a tak ne tpeba.

Ona npunogHsAAach, NOKauaja rojoBoH y4acTJIHBO.

— ¥k Te6s 30BYTH?

— JmuTtprHem. Mureii, — oTBeTHa )KapKoB nocjie KOPOTKOH NMay3b H YAH-
BHJICA: JaBHO Yy)Xe He HasbiBaj ceGsi MO HMeHH, Bce no (aMHJHH Ja MO
3BaHHIO.

310 He6oJbIIOe OTKPHITHE 06pafaoBajo, KaK Gbl BepHYJO B AETCTBO: 3Ha-
YHT, OH JKHB H GyAeT XKHTb, OH — Muta )Kapkos.

Yepes HekoTopoe Bpemsi mosABHJcA Aes Penop, cHauaja jJoxmatas rojo-
Ba, IOTOM — OH Bech.

— C Bbi3gopoBaeHbeM TeGe, CHIHKY.

— Ilpunecan? — npepBaa )Kapkos.

— [IlpuHuMai cBOIO UAILBKY, TO HCTb G0MOY, — HECEPAMTO CKa3aja hen,
noaaBas )KapkoBy 3aBepHYTYIO B TPSMNKY «JIHMOHKY».

JKapkoB ocTOpOXKHO B3sl ee, 3acyHyJ Ha CTapoe MecCTO, B HAaTPYAHBI
KapMmaH cJjeBa.

— Tak cnokofinee,

— Ta-a, — ormaxnyiaca gen. — OHo cnokofindie H 6yne. DpHLb BOH
ae. — On npucea psgom ¢ )KapkoBHIM, COOGLIHJ AOBEPHTENbHO: — Baphbi
uyn? Ma6yTb, MCTHTE/NIH HapOAHHI?

JKapkoB He oueHb HOHAN cMBIcA coobuweHnus. [Tocne BKycHoro o6eaa ero
CTaNo KJIOHHTb KO CHY.

IMpocuyacsa oH or MeJOAHYHBIX 3BYKOB mecHH. OHa pgosierana cCHH3Y,
H3 capas. )XeHCKHH rojioc HeTOPONJIHBO BbIBOJHJI:

Karunca BAHOuek ¢ moJs.
Jonpocuiacs €4 10 MOKOA.
«[lycTuuwb, XKHesl, 10 MOKOSA?

Bo 5 B none HacrosicH,
JIpoGHBIM NOXAHKOM HaMOUYMJICH».

Ilecuss xuBOo HamomHuJa )KapkoBy 6a6yluKy, MaMy, poaHoil kpa#. Tam
AeJIH TaK ke GeCXHTPOCTHO H 3ajylleBHO, HeJH BO BpeMs pa6GoTh, B mpasa-
HHKH, fleJIH, ychinass MaJjbix geredl. )KapkoB yxke He MOr cmaThb, Bechb mpe-
BpaTHJICS B CJAYX.

Iuitana xHes y saro

Jla ckasaTb mpaBay BCAKY,
Tae BAHOuek TOR poauaca?
fIkoft pocoft ymbiBajca?

C AKHM COJIHIEM LEeNOBaNCA?

CHoBa oiylieHHe o6peTeHHOH KH3HH BenbixHyjo B )KapkoBe, HanoJaHss
pPadocTbiO BCe €ro CYILecTBO...

BHezanHo necHsi o6opBanachk. JloHeccsi gerckuil rosoc. )KapkoB yJoBHJA
B HEM 3HAKOMble HHTOHALHH.

JKapkoB xoten KpHKHYTb MaJjbuyHka. Ho rosoc Hcues. BHH3y crano
THXO.

Bckope mocabiiannch Geictpbie mard. Coemnn He Bapocasbiit. )Kapkos
ycnes H3y4yHTb LIArH TeX, KTO AOAHHMAJCSl K HeMy, Y HHX ObL1 HETODOMJIH-
Bbiff, OCTOPOXKHBIA XOA, @ 3TO — AETCKHH.

MasbyHiika npocyHyJcsi Ha ceHoBasa H 3apobe, 3amep.
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— Cwmenee, — no3Ban YXapkos.

MasbuHiiKa MOACKOYHNI K HeMY, MPOTAHYJ PYKY.

— Bo. Ba6a XpucTa Beaeda.

— Uro 3t0?

— Ta manxka.

— 3auem?

— Ta moposno. CerogHsi ¢ yrpa munaJo.

)XapkoB yabiGHyjacsi. OH BCNOMHHJ aHEKAOT, KOTOPBHIH YacCTEHbKO
HM pacckasbiBas crapuiHHa I po6or. TlpnGexkan snerko ogeTbifi ublraHeHOK
K oTHy: «TATbKa, 3aMep3 si». — «Ha, Bo3bMH MO0 OmOsicKy».

Masbudiuka NpHHAA ero yJbl6Ky KaK NpHIJalleHHe, cesl Moo4aJb.

— 3To THl MeHsi Hawea? — cnpocua YKapkos.

— ¥Yry.

— Kak xe Tol Hawen MeHsA?

— A Mbl 32 Arogo0 Ha GOJMIOTO XOAHM.

— Hy n...

— Ta Huuéro... naen.

— Hy, s x B Kycrax Guua.

— A KycTH rosu, H TpaBa MOXYXJA...

OH BApYr YMOJIK, BHAHO BCIIOMHHJ, KTO Tepel HHM, MOcepbe3Hell.

— Teb6s1 KaK 30BYT?

— Anapuiiko.

— Crnacun6o Te6e, Anppeiika.

Magnbuniuika pacTepsiicsi, Hauya/a LWIMbIraTh HOCOM.

— Uro, HacMOpK?

— Ta He.

Tyt )XapkoBy cTano onsitb XOpPOIUO OT CO3HAHHA, YTO OH CHOBA JKHBET
H GyJeT XHTb, TAK XOPOILO, YTO OH pelld] o6pafoBaTh MAJbYHUIKY.

— Xouewb, s Te6e cekpeTHOe 3ajaHHe AaM?

— ¥Yry, — BbiaaBHa AHApefiika, OropoLIEHHbIH NPeAJOKeHHEM.

— Tul 6ynewb uHpopmauuio co6uparth, passeaky To ectb. Kak yro ys-
Haellb — KO MHe,

— Ara, go6pe, OA1bKO KpacHOapMeel, — MOCMHeUIHJ 3aBepHTh AHjpeiika,
6osch, Kak Gbl AsiieHbKa He pa3aymadl.

— Hy, waraii. Beuepom — nepBoe noHeceHHe.

AHnppeiika GOYKOM MOMATHJCA K /a3y, OUEBHIHO Bce ellle He Beps, YTO
NOJIy4YHJ1 3ajaHHe.

Ha cnepyomuii geb W BrOpo#i MaJjbuHuika o6bsBHiacs. Ero mpueea K
JKapkoBy Anppeiika.

Broporo 3Banu Baacuk. Bbia oH moBbiie, mocepbe3nee AHApPeAKH H Bce
NOX/AONbIBaJ ce6s1 3a yXOoM, GYATO HEBHAHMOro KOMapa CMAaxHBaJ: OT BOJ-
HeHHsl, BEpHO.

— $1 BOT uero y Bac xoTes CNpocHTb, pebsATa, — ob6paTtHiacs JKapkos. —
Bot Bbl 0 uem nonoxute. Tam, y Toro Jecouka, Gojiblie HHKOrO He HAIJIH?

ManbyHIIKH MOJYAJH.

— Hy, moxer, He XHUBBIX, YOUTHIX? — nojacka3san )Xapkos.

— Ta 6b1H, — oto3Bajacss Bmacuk u nmomaxaa 3a yxom, OyATO cOrHaJ
HEeBHAUMOTO Komapa. — Ha oaHoM eie copouka pasoppaHa.

— Hx pen XBemop B 60J10Te MOXOPOHHJ, — AOMOJHHI AHppeiika.

Hacrynuna annHnas naysa. ‘

— Hdsnbko KpacHoapmeell, — po6KO nmpou3Hec BaacHk. — A Moxe, H MHe
3ajaHde 6yae?
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— A yto, — cornacuacsa )Xapkos. — Bot BMecre u Ha6aiopafite. Toabko
HHKOMY.

— Hu-u, — B oxuH rosoc oTBeTHNIH pebsTa.

C srtoro aHA peGATHILKH 3auyacTuad K )Kapkosy. Uepes HHX oH yaHnaBan
NepeBeHCKHEe HOBOCTH (APYrHx MoKa He 6bl10) — H TO, 4TO Yy TeTKH [lapbu
CBHHbSl Maja, H TO, YTO KaKOH-TO MHHbKAa B 03€pPO NMPOBAJH/CA, H TO, UTO
y nena Penopa BO Kakaa pbi6HHA ¢ KpIOKAa copBaJjacb. CBeJeHHA 3TH GblIH
MHDHOTO Xapakrepa, HO )XKapKoBy GLLIO MPHATHO CAYIIATL HMEHHO 06 3Toil
MHDHO## JKH3HH, YTO NMPOXOAHJIA BOKPYT, OTPAAHO CO3HABATb, YTO OHA CYILECT-
BYyeT, He CMOTPs HH Ha uTo0. [lopoil eMy Ka3anochb HeBepOATHLIM BCe, YTO MpoO-
H30LIO C HHM, MOPOH Ja)ke He BEPHJOChb, YTO TAe-TO HAeT BOHHA, THGHYT
JIIOAH, TOPAT TOpoAa H cena. B TakHe MrHOBEHHA OH MOAHOCHJA PYKY K TpyiaH
H, OLLYTHB MATKOCTb 6apxara, KaKk 6bl OCBeXKaJcs, Kak 6bl oumyuan peafb-
HYI0 OGCTaHOBKY.

K HeMmy exenHeBHO 3arisabiBaiH H aen Penop n 6a6ymka XpucTA.
Hen Bes «NOJHTHYHBIe» pasroBOphl Ha TeMy: «Cmorér nu 'utaepiora Hac
ononeTb?», a 6a6ywika KopMuaa )Kapkosa, o6uxaxuaja. OHa coopyauna
eMy CeHHHK, MpHHecjaa cTrapoe mokpbiBajo. Hauwaauce 3aMopo3kH, HO OH
He Mepa3.

— A MOXe Yy /a3HI0O TOMBITHICS? — CNPOCHJA OAHaXAbB 6a6ywKa
XpHcTA.

Ot ogHoro sroro Bonpoca y )KapkoBa 3amepso cepjaue, HO OH TOTYac
BCMOMHHJ1 O 3HAMEHH.

— Tloka paHOBaTO, — JE€/NHKATHO OTKAa3aJjcsl OH.

— Ta BowH 3aBegyTcs X.

— Tloka ewe pano... Ee — pany, 3HauHT, 3apa3uTb MOXKHO.

YTo6bl CMArYHTL PasroBop, OH MONpocua 6aGywky:

— Buol ayume cnojite. Ty, npo «BsiHOYeK».

ba6ymka He 3acTaBuna ce6f ynpalIHBaTh, ceja noygo6GHee, MOATAHY-
Jla KOHUBl MJaTKa H, MSAA Kyda-To B JaJjibHHi yroJ, 3amesja HErpoMKO:

Karuncsa BsiHouek ¢ noas
JonpocHicsi éH A0 MOKOA...

B 3TOT MHI mocCAHIWANHCD TOPOMJIHBbI€ WArH H BCINYTHYJH NECHIO,

TPEBOrA

Eime He nokasanach rojloBa Haj Ja3oM, a yXKe MOCJBIAJCA 3HAKOMbIA
roJoc:

— Jlaabko KpacHoapMeel...

— Hy, 46ro cokatHmb? YO6ro MoONOTHWDbL, — NpHUbBIKHYJAA GaGywka
XpHcTs.

Anppefika Ha MrHOBeHHe CMeLIaJsCsi, HO BCe-TaKH He YAepXKaJjcs, BbI-
najua:

— Muxace npuber... On yrek... BAOroHky crpensiau.

— Tocnogn MHcyce, — nepekpectuiack 6a6ywika H NOCHEWH/Ia BHH3,
K JIOMY.

A )KapkoB Tem BpeMeHeM paccnpauiHBan AHApefiky:

— Kro stor Muxacb?

— Bun poauu.

30



— Ye#n?

— Ta rerku dapbH.

— Otkyna oH mpuGexan?

— C xyropa.

ITosiBuacs BaacHk.

— VYcnen, — NpOTAHYA OH HEJOBOJbHO, pa3rasiieB AHApelKy, H CMaxHyJ
3a YXOM HeBHJIHMOro Komapa.

Ol Goslee CNIOKOHHO H OGCTOSITEJBHO NOJIOXKHJ, B YeM JeJo.

BoisicHiunoce, yro B [lanbuax nosiBHAHCh HeMmubl. OHH XBaTalOT CKOTHHY,
Kyp, @ 3a0[HO H MOAPOCTKOB. OIHH H3 HHX — BOT 3TOT caMblii Muxefika —
c6exad.

— Bul BoT utO, pe6sita, — cka3dan JKapkoB, — BBl MeHSi KpacHoapMeii-
ueM, [a elie Ha BCIO AepeBHIO — He Ha3biBaiiTe. ITO CeKper.

Manbyulike neperasinyiaucb. M onsath BaacHk ocmenniicsi nepBbIM.

— Ta Bce TyTelllHHe Bac BHIeJH.

— IlpaBpa, — noarBepaun Anapeiika. — Koraga B GecnamsATcTBe 6bLIH,
BCE CeJI0 TOJKJOCh.

— HW xparBa... — go6aBnHa Baacuk. — BceoGmasi...

JKapkoB 10Jir0 MoJauaj, oCMbICAHBAA CBOe MosioxKeHHe. Tenepb ero cyab6a
3aBHCHT OT MHOrHX Jioael. «He nmoaseayr nu onn? He HafimeTcss nn cpepu
HHX TaKoro... HeHajeXHoro? A KpoMe Bcero, OHH X Gepyr Ha ceGsi oTBerT-
CTBeHHOCTb. Beab 3a ykpbiTHE...»

— Bor urto eme, — nNpepBas OH CBOH HeBeceJble pa3smblulieHnsi. — He
Hano wymetb, Pa3peguuk pgedictByer THxo. M noknaapiBaTh HYXXHO cnepBa
o rmaBHOM. A To — Muxace, Muxacb. Hemubnl — Bot raasHoe. Haligure-Ka
nepa depopa.

Manbynikd yuwid. A )KapkoB moyyBcTBOBaJ 60Jb B HOTE.

«CtpanHo, — moayman odH. — B nocneanHee BpeMsi oHa mouyTH He GoJena.
3T0 51 HepBHHYAIO, BOT YTO>.

HepBHHuan oH NMOTOMY, 4TO KO BCEM ero NpOILJbIM MepeKHBAHHUSM MPH-
6aBHIOCh HOBO€, HEOXHAAaHHOe H OCTPoe, KakK BHe3amHas G6ojb. Okaabl-
BaeTcs, O ero npeGbIBaHHH 3eCh 3HAaeT BcS AepeBHA. 3HAUHT, KTO-TO MOXeT
BbIJAaTh €r0, Jaxe HeHapOuHO, MPOCTO NMPOrOBOPHTbCS. A MOMHMO TOro, ero
moryt HadTH. Torga mocTpajaloT HeBHHHbBle JilOAM, Bca AepeBhs. JKap-
KOB BHJAeJ Takylo gepeBHIO. Ee coxriH 3a yKpbiTHe paHeHOro KOMaHAHPpa.

— Bot nosioxeHHe, — NpowenTan OH.

Camoe rpycTHoe H 06HaHOe GBLIO B TOM, YTO OH GecnomoileH. JIBHraTbcs
He Moxer, Ouenb cia6. A gmeno k xosomam. Kyaa nmopatbca? Kak G6bITh?

MejibkHYyJla MBICAB: «A MOXeT, 3HaM$l COPSTaTh, 3apbiTh, a8 CaMOMY...
Yro 310 5, — OllepHYN OH caM ce6si. — IDTO K 0co6oe 3ajaHHe, H 51 JAOJIKeH
€ro BHINOJHHTL, IT0 NpHKa3. [loka A KHUBY — xHBeT u 3HaMs. JKHBeT yacThb
Hamwa. — )KapkoB npuo6Goapuiacsi. — Heuero mopore ropsiuky. Bor mpuaer
nen, 4yro-HH6YAb npuayMaeM... KoHeuHo ke, Hajno Bce caenartb, YTOGBI HH-
KTO H3 Jiogell He mocTpajaj. 3TO HenpPeMeHHO...».

INosiBuacs pen Penop, mouecan B Gopone, noacena K JKapkosy.

— Kak ram, peayuika, o6¢cTaHOBKa?

-— OHa, KOHeuHO, HMeeTCs.

— A Ttoynee?

— Ta BuH c6exan... Ta xjqonen mo#, Muxacs.

— A Bce xe?

— Hy, rosopur, repManubl. A ckoabko? Ta ele MOJHLAH 3BABHAHCD.
O ue — 3apasa,
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— Ckosbko ot [lanbues po Bac xonpy?

Jen mouecasn B 3aThliKe.

— Xn6a x s 3Hao... Moxe, nsiTb, MOXe, IIECTb Ta elle C rakom... [la
y Hac BOHbI He GyayTh!

— 3JT10 nouemy xe?

— He 6yayts, — noBropua pexe. — Illasixus Hema.

— A Ha KoHuX?

— Bepxom? — nepecnpocus aen. — BepxoM onu He moxyTb. Yepes sec
Beb. OHH HapOAHBIX MCTHTENEH GOATCH.

)KapkoB 3amoJiuaj, B3BelIHBasi OTBETHI Jiefla B yMe.

— Hy a ecau... Toraa BH X NOHHMaeTe 4TO?

— Pa3symuio, He Buepa HapoauJcs.

— A ecau KTo-HHGYIb?

— Ta HH-H... ¥ Hac B cejie TaKHX HeMma.

JKapkoB He pewm/cs n0 KOHIA BBHICKa3biBaTb CBOHX omnaceHHi, 6osich
nepemyraTtb Jeia, H BC€ XKe cKa3aj:

— bBoioch 1. Moryt HeBHHHbIE JIIOAH H3-32 MEHSl MOCTPajgaTh.

— Ta moryrb, — coraacunacsa aea. — Tol X BOH mocTpanad.

— $1 — 6oen.

— O-0, — nporsiuyn gex. — Slka cBapa ujge. 'epMaHubl OpPOTHB Hac.

JKapKoB nopasu/cst MYAPOCTH Jea, B Aylle NPOHHKCH K HEMY TaKOH CHUM-
naTHed, yTo Ha CEKYHAY y Hero Jake MOsIBHJAachb MbICAb OTKpbiTbesi. Ho oH
TYT XK€ OTOTHaJ ee.

HeoxupanHo nen XuXHKHYJA (TOub-B-TOub KaK AHapeiika):

— Ta 6a6ka... Ykpuitue nagut... B nasuu... To ucre. B 6ane. Bapyr eme
XTO MONapHTbCsl B3AYyMaer?

— $I He 3Halo, — ckasan )KapkoB, He oueHb MOHSIB CJIOBA Aefa, NMOTOMY
4TO JyMaJ COBCEM O APYroOM, O TJIZBHOM: KaK K€ BCe-TaKH MOCTYMHTb, YTOGHI
HeBHHHbIE H3-32 HEero He MocTpajaju?

— [Heno K 3uMe, To U go6pe, — MOBTOPHJ Hen.

— A Hurae Her HHKakoil xuGapbl, — mpepBan )KapkoB. — Hy, H36eH-
KH, am6apa?

— Yero? — He moHAN nen.

— Hy, uto6 s Tam o6uTan, 4yToGHl AepeBHA HH npH ueM. 3abpaJcs,
MOJI, 3 Mbl HHYEro He 3HaeM.

— Tio-10, — nmpoTtsAHyn Aen. — Thl XK XOABLITH HE MOXeIlb.

— Hy, 3anons 64,

— A xparBa?

JKapkos samonuan. Bee ero npeasioxeHHsl JIETKO ONPOBeprajuch npocThi-
MH JOBOJaMH Jeja.

— UYro ke HAM Aenartb?

— Ta Huyoro... B na3un no6pe, Ta H TOMbITH MOXKHO.

— A ecau...

— Ta Hu-u... Jopor Hema...

CHosa )XapkoBy HyXHO GBIJIO MPHHHMAaTb BaxKHoe pelieHHe. BaxxHoe He
TOJIbKO IOTOMY, YTO OHO KacajioCh €ro >KH3HH H 3HAMEHH MOJIKa, HO H APYTHX
JIofeH.

— CKoJbKO OT Bac A0 Jeca?

— Ta uu ckosbko. Oroponbl Tai H Jec.

— Heo6xoaumo Ha6niogaTtbh 3a AOPOroH.

— Ta yoro 3a Helo Ha6aloaaTh? Bor oHa.

JKapkoB co6paJjicsi ¢ CHJIaMH H NPOH3HEC KaK MOXHO CTpOXe:

32



— 3T0 npHKas.

— Kouabl Hakas, — corsacuics jef, HO B rojsoce ero JKapKkoB YJOBHJ
HECEPbe3HYIO HOTKY.

— Bbl K, HaBepHOe, GbLIH B apMHH... 3HaeTe, YTO TaKOe MpPHKas3.

— Ta Hu-H, — npoTtanya aen. — XBophiil .

— Hy, Bce paBHo.

— Ta po6pe. Moauu. Tol Xk Bcnoted...

C sroro gHa JKapkos norepsn nokoil. He To uto6bl oH BosHOBascA HAH
60s/1CAA, HO TPEBOXKHJICA, OXHIAJ NJIOXOTr0, YTO MOIVIO NMPOH30HTH, XOTS IOKa
H He MPOHCXOMHJIO.

On Besienn neny npHHectH aBToMar. [IpoBepus, paso6pas H NOYHCTHJ ero.
3aonHO nMoyHCcTH H mHcToJeT. [TonpocHa nepenoHTb ce6s Tak, YTOGH Ja3
6bl1 6bl BHAEH, a OH YKpPHIT oT B3rasgoB. EMy npemnarann nepefitH B
6aHbKy, HO OH OTKa3aJjcsl, TOBOPHJ, YTO MPHBHIK K CEHOBa/ly, Ha KOTOpOM
NoKa Temio.

OH BCsIKHI pa3 AOTOIIHO paccrnpaluuBaj pe6aTHinek H aega Pegopa o6o
BCEM, YTO MPOHCXOMHT B AepeBHe H BOKpYr Hee. Kaxablil pa3 mpH ero cjoBax
«I0JIOXXHTe OGCTAHOBKY» MaJ/bYHILIKH pOGesH, a Ael OOAr0 OTKalIHBAJICA.
OdHunanbHble CA0BAa SABHO CMYINAJAH HX, MITATCKHX JIOAEH,

Houamn noamopaxusasno. )KapkoB 356, HO cKpbiBajJ 3TO OT 6aGYuUIKH
Xpucrn. OHa H cama Bce MOHHMaJa.

— Hy u Bnepthifi, — Bopuana oHa He3J06HO W NPHHOCHJAA €My «IJd
cyrpeBas» TO cTapylo y6eiiky, To crapblfi mepctaHodi maatok. — Hy, voro
THi? B n1asHH HaukpaHiue.

— Bo3aayx, 6a6ymka. CeHo, — Bpaa JKapkos.

On Meuran BcraTh Ha HOrH. Hy, ecian He nmogHATbes, TO XOTS 6Bl cecTh,
npuratbest cBo6oaHo. Hora Temeps octpo He Gosena, HO H He jJaBaja eMy
NOJIHOTO MOKOSl, BeYHO HanmoMHHasa o ce6Ge. [loBepHysncA He Tak — 6OJIBbHO,
IEePHYJCA HOYBIO — MPOCHYJCS, 3a6BLICA HA MTHOBeHHe, XOTes MPHBCTaTh —
OCTAHOBHJIA, 6yATO NMpHrpo3Haa: BOT 51 Teba!

OH uacro npochinajcss cpefd HOYH H AyMaj. Tenepb Y)ke MPHXOLHJH K
HeMy He NPH3PaKH, a XHBble BOCIOMHHAHHA H 06pa3bl ToBapHulell, 60eBbIX
KOMaHIUPOB, OTAaJeHHble, GYATO H3 UYXOH JXH3HH — POAHbLIX, ApYy3eH.
JlercrBa u loHOCTH. BocmOMHHaHHA 3TH KacajuCbh XXH3HH W BOHHBI, OHH GYyaH-
Ju B HeM ao6puie uysctBa. IlycTe BoiiHa Gblna TpareaHeH, ckJaablBajach
IVISl Hac NOKa HeYJauyHo, MYyCTb OHH OTCTYMaJH, AaXe NONaJH B OKPYIKeHHe —
BCe PaBHO BCMOMHHAJOCh TaKOe, YTO BHI3BIBAJO HaAeXAY, JKejJaHHe mojapa-
KAaThb MYXKECTBEHHbBIM H XpaGphiM JI0OASIM, HX cMesbiM nocTynkaM. [loutu Bce
OHH TBepIO BepHJH B Hamy nobeny (KTo He BepHJ — He BcrnioMHHaJjcs )Kap-
koBy). Bor npeacrasuioch BApYr, Kak OHH BeJH 6o#i noa BurteGckom 3a
3HCKYIO BBICOTKY ¢ ABYMsi Gepesamu Ge3 Bepxymek. Bo Bpems ataku ¢amu-
CTOB Hall nyjeMeT 3amonyaj. Tyaa 6pocHiacs cam kom6aT Kkanutan JIpOHHH.
A nmotom )KapkoB Buaen, kKak KoM6aTa OTTAcCKMBaJH K AajabHeMy Jecy. OH
6bl1 Ge3 06eHX HOr, 0 HHX HallOMHHAJH COJIIaTCKHE PEeMHH, MepeTsAruBalollHe
KYJTHILUKH. BHIsICHHI0CH, YTO BC BpeMsi 6051 eMy OTOPBaJIo HOTH, HO OH Bce-
TaKH CTPeJIsiI.

Bcnomuuics Komuccap ¢ oaHHM poM6oM. OH JiexaJs Ha HOCHJIKAax H Mej-
JeHHO mnpousHocHa: «KyrysoB Toxe orcrynmas. MockBy caaja. A nortom
pycckue B [lapuxk BoOIAH>.

Bcnomuusacss oraeneHHbit co cTpaHHOH ¢amuaved JlecTHHuna — 3po-
POBEHHBIl MYXXHK, TMOYUTH ABYXMeTpoBoro pocra. OH y6expaan: «¥Y XpH-
eB xdopcy MHOro, a cTpykrypa caaba. Bor mo6aunte, K BOHbI 3HMOH
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nocukaior». lloru6 otaenennbii B okpyxeHud. IlogopBascs rpanatolt u
¢awHncToB noaopBaJl.

Onnaxabl )Xapkos mpocHy/acs Bpoae Gbl OT XOJOAA, HA CaMOM JeJie OT
XOJOAHBX Mbicsielt, Cpa3y He MOT BCHOMHHTD. JlexaJsi ¢ OTKPBHITHIMH IJia3aMH.
Haa rosoBoit uto-To 6aectreso. BHauase nmoaymaJn: CBeT/fIK, HO CBeT Obla
CAMIIKOM spKHH H pexywufi. [ToroM paorajancsa: 3pe3gouka (M ToTuac
BCMOMHHJI 3BE€310YKY Haj noJsieM nociaeindero 6os). Ho nouemy ona Bapyr no-
sABuaachk? Panbite oH He BHAes 3Be3]d Hajx co00#, Kpbilla 6bljia MJIOTHaA,
He MpOTeKaJa, He NpOoCBeuyHBaJia.

«MeHfl X nepeHecqH Ha HOBOE MecTo, — OGBACHHA OH ce6e. — Sl x Ha-
CTOSJ1, YTOGH MEPEHEeCTH».

HU TYT OH BCIOMHHJI MBIC/Ib, OT KOTOPOH NMPOCHYJCA:

«Ja, na. Kak xe A1 6yay Bectd 6O#, ecii MHe Hesb3f cTpenaTtb? Jliogn x
noctpagaior. Bea aepeBHAa. MHe Hafo He CTpeJisiTb, @ MPATATbCS, UTOGH Me-
HAl He OGHApYXHJH... MHe He06XOAHMO COXDAHUTb 3HAMSA H... JIIOAEH...»,

OH JieXaJl He 1eBe/fACh, NMOPaXeHHbIi 3TOH MbIC/BIO, MepeyepKHYBLIeH
cpa3y BCe €ro MNpPHroTOBJeHHA K BcTpeue ¢ BparoM. [lnansl pyumuauce.
HyxHo 6bli0 mpHHATL HOBOE peiieHHe... «He ToHW KapTHHY, HO H He TSHH
pe3HHy, — BCNIOMHHJI OH cOBeT ctapiiuubl Jlpo6ota. — [IpHHAN pemeHHe —
AefCTBYH CMeJIO H pemHTeNibHO. Byaenib uHKaTbcA — Te6A YHKHYT».

JKapkoB yxe He 3acHyJ A0 yTpa, A0 nmpHxoda GaGyiiKH XPHCTH.

Koraa oHa nofiBH1ach H, NMPHBbIKAs K MOJYMpaKy, CTajia MeNJi€eHHO H
OCTOPOXKHO MpHGAHXKATLCA K HeMy, )KapkoB He BblaepiKaJj:

— Jla ne cniio 1, 6aymka.

— A yro Tak?

— Jla 3amep3 HbiHYe.

— Or KasaJja, TaK HH.

— Jla, npupetcs nepexoanTb, — TOPOIJIMHBO corJacH/cs )KapKos.

OH ycmen Bce 06AyMaTb, COCTABUTH HOBbIM MJaH: B 6aHe MOXHO Jiydyllne
YKPBITbCA, Aafbllie OT JKHJIbSl, HE TaK 4acTO XOAAT...

— To no6pe, — ono6puna 6a6ywmka Xpucta. — Tuabki BeuepoM. A noka
nocHuaai 6ynb6oio, NOKH He OCThlia.

TIpHXOAH/IN MaJbYHIIKH C jepeBeHCKHMH HOBOocTAMHU. [Ipuxoaun aex Pe-
IOp ¢ MPAKTUYECKHMH BOMPOCAMH.

— Tako# Bompoc: fik TeGe nepeTArTH?

— Kyaa tarats? — He norsaa )Kapkos.

— Ta B s1asHi0.

JKapkoB He 3Haji, yro oTBeTHTb. OH He MOMHHUJ, KaK €ro cioja 3aTa-
LIUJIH,

CTapHK XHXHKHY/l CBOHM AOGPOAYLUHBIM CTapyeCKHMM CMEILKOM, MoTe-
pe6us 6opoay, TOUHO H3 Hee AOCTaBaJ CJIOBA.

— BoHO sk 6yJo... Mbl TeGe siK Tejad HA PeMHAX MOLHHMAJbL... A TO
AK Ke? MoxHo 6bl Ha pyKax, Ta BoHa.. — OH mnpepBajd BOCIOMHHaHHSA,
CJIOBHO YCTBIIMJICAA HX, nepewies Ha paenoBoil ToH: — Tpe6a no KoByHHXM
HThl, ApaGHHY, TO HCTb JECTHHLY MPOCHTb.

— 3auem? — onATb He NOHAJ JKapKOB.

— Tio-10, — npoTaAHya Aea. — A To Ak xke?.. Mbl Te6f1 B paroxy Ta peM-
HAIMH K TO# JeceHke. Tali nmoHecemo.

JKapkoB mouyBcTBOBa/J GeCKOHEYHYi0 6/iarogapHOCTb K 3TOMY CTapHKY,
KOTOpPbIi CTOJIBKO /I Hero jejaer, NMOHHMAs, UYTO OH pPHCKyeT BCeM —
POIHBIMH, IOMOM, XKH3HbIO.

— A B 6aHe-to Kak? — crnpocus JKapKoB mociie NAMHHON Maysbl.
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— ba6ka Bce nombisia, MOYHCTHJA.

Crapuk yuwen, a JKapkoB n0/ro JexaJ HemoiBHMHO, I'pHI3f COJIOMHHKY
M MOMISiAbiBAsl Ha Y3KYI0 wedb Hajl ronosoi. CeeTy cerosHsi MpPOHHKAaJO
mano. BepositHo, cTostn nacmypHbiit aenek. He6o mpHKpPLUIH TYyuH.

HOBOCEJIBE

Ilepecenenne n «nonyTHoe» Mbitbe B 6aHe He mpoiuao gapom. Hora BHOBBL
3a6osnena. [IBa nHA oHa ycmokaHBaJjach, MPHBbIKaJa K HOBOMY Mecty. [Torom
Heaenio npusbikaa )Kapkos. Ilo cpaBHeHHIO ¢ ceHOBaJIOM, B 6aHe GblJIO TEeMHO
# pyuwHo. Ilax/io cblpocTbiO, MpeJbiM JIHCTOM H elle 4eM-TO HeNpPHBbLIYHbIM,
6anubiM. CBeT npocaunBaics c60Ky, H3 y3eHbKoro okouua. Han ronosoio 6bi-
JIM TIOJKH H J1AaBKH, HA KOTOPbHIX B GaHHLIH AeHb CHAEJHM H NapHJHCh JIOLH.
IHe3no, HiH «1ex6uilie», KaK cKka3aJja 6a6ymka XpHCTs, OHAa yCTpomJa YIOT-
HO H MATKO: HACTENHJA COJOMbI, KOBPHKOB, TPSANOK, NOJ rojopy — wy6eHKy,
ceepxy — crapbiit noaywy6ok. Ho Bce 3To He rpesio )KapkoBa. Ou He Mmeps,
HO uyBCTBOBaJ ce6s1 HEYIOTHO, HenpuBbiYHO, 316K0. ITocTOsIHAAA OCKAH3NOCTD
KpPyroM Bbi3biBaJla y Hero 6pesrjiHBOCTb, TEMHOTA Haj rosiosoil yiapyéasa,
a coaoma pasgpaxana. CeHo TaM, Ha ceHoBaJie, MPHATHO WIYPUIAJO, OHO elle
COXPAHSJIO 3aMax TpaBhbl, H NOPOH €My NPEeACTaBJAANOCh, YTO JIEKHT OH B 4H-
CTOM ToJie, CPedH BBICOKMX TPaB, @ OT COJIOMBl HECJIO KaKOH-TO MbLJIbIO H Mmpe-
JOCTBbIO, BHAHO, OHA YyXe ycneja Bo6patb B ceGs 3anax¥ GaHH. A TyT eme
MOKpHUbl. )KapKoB moHayasy He pasrasjes MX, a Nocje 1J1a3a NPHBBLIKJIH, H
OH yBHJEJ, KaK OHH MOJ3al0oT HAaJA HHM Nno OCK/Au3JbiM aockaM. UM eme 3nech
6b10 ckyuHee. Tlpuxomnin K Hemy pexe, B OCHOBHOM B TeMHoTe. OH He BH-
Jes LeJIHKOM JIHL, a TOJbKO rJjas, mieky, yxo. M ormensiam ero ot aiopeii
pocku. [lpaBna, 6abyiika Kak-TO yMYAPHJaacb, OTOABHIaJa [OCKY, KOpMH-
aa ero. Ho Bce 3To B TemHore, Ha paccTOsHHH, Bce 3TO oTaaJieHHO. [lpu
TAKOM KOPMJIEHHH TMHILA KasaJacb HEBKYCHOH, KyCOK 3actpeBaj B ropJe.

JKapkoB, ofHaKo, BHAY He NMOKa3biBaJj, NMPHBLIKAJ MOJYa, MOHHMAA, YTO
apyroro Bbixoda Her. Ero GoeBasi 3ajauya: Bce BbiTepneTb, BCe BbIHECTH,
CnacTu 3Hamsl.

«3HAYUT, HYIKHO UTO-TO MPHAYMATb, YEM-TO OTBJIeub, NMOLGOAPUTL ceGsi».

A )Kapxos nawen s3ansitHe. OH Hauas MbICJIEHHO PHCOBaTh KAPTHHY CBO-
ero yuacTHs B 3TOi BO#HHe. KaK HH cTpaHHO, 3TO OKa3ajoCb He TaKHM MNpo-
CTbIM A€J0OM. Y CKOJIb3aJIH He TOJBbKO JeTaJH, MeJIOUH; HO H KPYynHbie COOBITHSA,
JioAH, BaxKHbie ¢akThl. OHH Kyaa-ToO NMPOBAJIHBAJHCh, KAaK GYATO HX M He
6bL1O, XOTSl HAa CAMOM jeJle — OH 3HaJ — GblIH. YAHBHTEJbHO, YTO NaMATb
COXpPaHsi/ia KaKylo-HHGYAb epYHAY, MYCTAYOK, HHUEro He 3HayalH# cayda,
a BOT peEIIAIOLIHA MOMEHT, MHTEpPecHOro yejoBeKa — yrauBaJja. )Kapkos
BCMOMHHWJI, HanmpuMep, taTapHHa-kpacHoapmeiiua. OH es caHBOYHOe MacJjo
nosHoit noxkko. OpHo Macao 6e3 Bcero, 6e3 xne6a. M BoipaxenHe y Hero
6bL10 n0BOJILHOE, 6YATO He HAa BOHHY exaJs, a Ha cBaab6y. Bbu1o 3TO rae-to
noa Kazaublo. Tatapun cupen B Tenyuike coceHero 3ilUesioHa, cBecHB Gocble
HOTH H3 BaroHa.

A Bot Toro, kak oH cam, )XapkoB, exas 00 ¢pOHTa, BepHee, A0 CTAHUHH
HasHaueHus, -— namaTh He coxpanuna. Hy, exan u exan. M Bce. Hukakux
noapo6Hocrefi. A Beab Mpouw1o BCero HECKOJbKo MecsiueB. JKapkoBa naxe
B not 6pocuyo. EMy Kasasnoch, 4yTO OH NMPOKHJA ULEYI0 XKH3Hb, TOUHEE, [BE
JKH3HH: Ty, NOBOEHHYIO — CBeTJIYIO H 6€306/1auHYyI0, H 3Ty, BOEHHYIO —
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CTPALUHYIO, HAMONHEHHYI0O TAKHMH COGLITHAMH, O KOTOpPHIX OH TOJBKO B KHH-
rax 4sTaj, rae HHOH uyac, Ra)ke MHHYTa — pPaBHA BCeH XH3HH.

)KapkoB cocpegorounsicsi, NONbITajaCAd NPEACTaBHTb CBOIH BOEHHBIH KaJjeH-
napb. Ero npussann Ha gecstoiii aeHb BodHbl. W eule yepes Hemesio mocje
3TOr0 OH OUYTHJICA B mepBoM 6010 moj BurteGckoM. A eule yepes copok aHef
OHH MOMAaJIH B OKPYXXeHHe H BOT €ro paxuio...

«HeBesnuk crax», — 3akmiounn )KapkoB, HO TOTYac BCIOOMHHJ HEKOTO-
pBIX CBOHX TOBapHLie#l, MOrHGIIHX B NMEePBOM ke 6010 HJIH BHIGBIBIIHX MO pa-
HEHHIO ellle paHblue ero.

Bapyr nepea HUM BCOBIXHYJH H3BecTHble, KaK J03YyHr, cioBa: «BoeBarts
6yaeM MaJjoil KpoBblo... BoeBaTh 6ynem Ha uyxoii Tepputopuu». Ho to, uto
OH JIMYHO BHJeJ] 33 KOPOTKHil CPOK cBoero npeGbiBaHHA HA BOilHe, HHKaK He
COOTBETCTBOBAJIO 3THM Jio3yHraM. BoeBasn oHH He MaJjiofl KPOBbIO H Y3, BO
BCSAIKOM' CJIyyae, He Ha YYXXOH TEpPHTOPHH.

«He cmern! He cmerb! — 3akpuyan oH Ha cebsi, KpacHess OT ToOi#
MFHOBEHHO{l MBICJH, HE TO UTO HeJOBepHA, HO COMHEHHA, KOTOpPasA MOYTH Me-
XaHHYeCKH NPHIWIA K HeMY. — JTO BpeMeHHO. JTO Mpoiifer. ITO Bce NOTOMY,
YTO Ha HAaC HamaJH BEPOJOMHO».

J)KapkoB 6B BOCNHTAH B AYyXe MpPeJaHHOCTH H abCOJIOTHOTO JOBepHs
NpaBHTeNbCTBY H mapTHH. BoT mouemMy MrHoBeHHAasi MbICJb MOKAa3ajnach eMy
KOUIYHCTBEHHO#l H Ha uesblil AeHb BbiBeja u3 cebGs. )Xapkos B3aasixad,
MOKAIJIHBAJ, HHOTAA CTOHAJ, HO He OTTOro, uro GoJjena Hora, a oOTTOro,
4yro 6oJena aylua.

«Kak xe a1? — M TyT oH npocyHys pyKy moja rHMHAcTEepPKY H OLLYTHJ MST-
KocTb 6apxata.— Bor ke oHo. Bor. U a Bce caenawo, uto6hl cnactd erox.

3ta MBIC/b KaK 6bl peaGUIHTHPOBAJa ero nepen coGoii, H OH yCIOKOHJICS.

Ha caenyioiiee yTpo, Kak TolbKO, HAKOPMHB €ro, ymia 6abymka XpHcTs,
JKapkoB 3akpbs rjasa H HeTOPOMJHBO MOMBITAJCSA BOCCTAHOBHTb COGBLITHS.
H onsATe Bce pacchimanoch H pacmibBajJOCh B €ro mMaMsATH.

OH OTAHYHO NMOMHHT, KAK OHH BCEM KJAaCCOM NMOIIJH B BOEHKOMArT, a Tam
ouepenumia. [ToMHHT, KaK OHH HCKPEHHeE, UyTh He [0 cJje3 oropuuanch. Hm ne
Tepnejock, OHH XOTeJIH YCHeTh,

«Tenepp Bce ycneioT,— nopgymaJ )KapKoB H CHOBa XOTeJl pacCepAHTHCA
Ha ce6si, HO BoBpeMs yTewna: — S ke Huuero. Pa3 Tak mosnyumiocb. 310 X
He OT MeHSl 3aBHCHT».

Boiina 6yaTro mepeksalOuHJa XKH3Hb HA JPYryio CKOpPOCTb — C Meperpys-
kKamMH. CaMn CcOOHITHSI pPasBepTHIBAJHCH TAK OBICTPO, YTO HX TPYHAHO ObLIO
ynoMuuTb. Kaxkablii aeHb — HOBOCTb: TOro-TO NMPH3BAJH, TOT coGHpaercs, TO-
ro-to He Gepyt. Ha TperHil nenb BoiiHbl )KapKoBH NMPOBOXAJIH CTapIUero Chl-
Ha — AHppes. OH 6bla1 cTapwie MHTH Ha ceMb JieT, YXKe OTCJYXHJ JefCTBH-
TeJbHYIO, co6HpaJsica xeHuThesa. OH Bceraa aepxxkaJjics ¢ Mureil, Kak ¢ HepoB-
Heil ce6e, KaK ¢ MaJbUHIIKOH, a TYT NMOCAaAHJ PSAOM ¢ CO6O#l 3a CTOJN H BCe
NbITAJCA MOroBopHTh, na He Mor BhIGpaTh MoMeHTa. Hapo 6buio BHICAYWIH-
BaTb MPOLAJbHbIE CJOBA H HAKa3bl MHOTOUHCJEHHOH DPOJAHH, APYXKKOB H TO-
Bapuiieil. A B106aBOK elle HeBecTa JllocbKa Bce MIATOK K rja3aM MOAHOCH-
Ja u AHIpelo npHxoaHsoch yremath ee. HakoHeu, Korma Bce yxe J0CTaTOYHO
BBIMKJIH, HAYaJ/IH MeTh mecHH, AHApeill ocTopoxHO orcTpanua JIOCbKY, moJo-
XKHJ TAXKeNYI0 pyKy Ha MutHHO mieyo: «Bot 4to, 6patyxa,— OH Bceraa ro-
BOPHJ MeJJIeHHO, Kak 6bl moa6upas CJOBa, a Ha 3TOT pas BhICKAa3aJ Bce Ha
OHOM AbIXaHuH, 6YATO 3apaHee noarotosuscsi ropopdtbh.— Tepnu. He BhI-
coBuiBaiica. M k semauue, Bray6b, Bray6b. OHa ansi Hawero Gpara-coaga-
Ta — cMaceHHe».
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Torpga gnsi MHTH NOKasajHCbh 3TH CJIOBa MO MeHblueli Mepe HeyMeCTHDI-
MH, @ BOT cefiyac OH MOHAN HX MYApbI# cMmbica. Tlo cymecTBy, 3T0 6blJ1a CYTh
COJIIATCKOrO NOBEJACHHA Ha BOKHHe, CBOH Yy3KHH, JIHYHBIA, YTO JIH, MOPaJbHLIH
KOJEKC, H ycTaB, H pykoBoIACTBO K gefictBHio. M crapmuna Ilpo6oT 3a Ko-
POTKHil cpoK HX OGyueHHs Toxe TBepaHi: «OxkanbiBaics, HCMOAb3YH MecT-
Hoctb. He cyiica 6e3 tosnky. He xHbIUb — Thl He Xpbi4, a MOJIOJLOH uyesOBeK
Halluero BpeMeHH>».

Ewe )XapkoBy 3amaj B mamsATb Tako#, moTpAcuiHil ero momeHT. OHH ¢
AHapeeM BHIHJIH, H €My CA€JaJOCh ILUIOXO, A0 TOH MOPbHl OH HE MHJ BOJKH.
OH BLICKOYHJT BO JABOP H TYT yCJbIIIAJ CTpaHHble 3BYKH. OHH AOHOCHJHCH OT
capaifiudka, rae y HHX IpOBa xpaHHJHCb. KT0-TO moaBbiBan, nepectaBaj H
OMATb MOABLIBAJ.

MHTA OCTOPOXKHO MPHOTKPHLIJ ABEPLY H OTIIATHYJCA. ¥ MOJNEHHHIB, K He-
MY CIHHO#, CTOAJ OTell, H TIeYH Yy Hero APOXKaJjH.

— Tbl yero, nana? — yyacTaHBO CHpocHa IMHTpHA.

Orel He YCTHIIHJCA CBOHMX CJie3, He yTep HX, a NMOBepHyJicsd H O6XBaTHJ
CbIHA 32 IJIeyH.

— Tui ewe He 3Haemb, 4yTo Takoe BofiHa. He 3Haemb, a a1 BCIO rpaxaaH-
CKYIO...

— Jla Hy,— TOJbKO H mpoH3Hec JIMHTpHH, caepxHBas ce6s H 6osicb 0GH-
IeTb OTHA.

B ero rorpamHeM MOHHMaHHH BC€ 3TO — IrPYCTh, CJe3bl — BHIMVISLENO
CTPaHHBIM H HENMOHATHbIM. «Yero OHH? — HemoyMmeBas Ttoraa JAmuTpuit.—
A10 XK GbIcTpO. MBbl pazgonbaem ¢aiIHCTOB H BepHeMcsA. BoT Tosbko 6B yc-
netb...» VIMEHHO ycnerb — 3Ta TpeBOXHAsl MbIC/b 33aHHMAJa ero B Te JAHH
60ablIe BCEro.

«[lypak 6bli»,— B310XHYJ JapKOB H MPHCAYIIAJCA K MPHCBHCTHIBAHHIO
BeTpa Ha yaHue. TojcThe GpeBHA, H3 KakHX 6Gbljia cJ0XeHa GaHs, BeTep He
nponyckaJu. lllean 6bun xopoiuo 3akoHonaueHs. M TONbKO B ABepH H OKOH-
ne mpocauyHBaljca Bo3ayX. Ecau mpHrangerbcs, MOXKHO GbLIO Ha)ke YBHIETHb
TOHEHbKHE CH3ble CTPYHKH.

— Hy, vyero a? — Bcayx npousnec )KapkoB, HefOBOJBbHBIH coGO#l 3a TO,
YTO OTBJIEKCSl OT BOCMOMHHaHHH, KOTOpble, Bpoae Gbl, CTAJH MOABASATbCA 60-
Jiee-MeHee OTYeTJHBO.

Oreu naakas H Ha ero nMpopogax. A BoT MaMa — HeT. JIHIIb OYeHb MO-
6nennena.

J)KapkoB fICHO mMpeiCTaBHJ, KaK OHAa CTOHT y TeMAYIIKH H KaK BOKpYr Hee
camMo co6oii ob6pasyerca THXoe mnpocTpaHcTBo. M MHorue mapHH, 0Oco-
6eHHO H3 TeX, KOT0 HHKTO He MPOBOXaeT, roBopAT el ayueBHO: «Ilo cBH-
JNaHHA, Mamallas,

Orxonsamnit cocraB noruana JIuuka. OHa mepepaja emy uepes PykKH Apy-
THX pe6AT GykeT MOJEBHIX LIBETOB H B HEM 3alHCKYy.

«Kay ¢ no6enoit,— nucana Jlunka. — YcTpoHsach Ha Kypchl MencecTep.
JXnu Ha ¢dponTe... MHTeHbKA, BO3BpalLafcsa».

On npeacrasus JIMHKY: ToueHasi ¢HTypKa, B3AepHYTHI# HOCHK H rJasa
¢ BeyHoH yJbIGOuKOH B rayGHHe,

XapkoB opepuya ce6s: «Onsth nepe6ua. OnATb BCIO KapTHHY CHYyTaj».

Ho neno B TOM, ut0o KapTHHBI He 6buL10. LllAH OTHeAbHbBIE KYCKH, MPHXO-
IsilliHe Ha MaMATb OJHH paHblue apyroro. [TocaenoBaresbHOCTh Hapyllaaach,
H 3TO 3aTPyAHANO BoccTaHoBiaeHHe. M kak HH cuanacsa J)KapkoB, Kak HH Ha-
npsrajacd, OH HHYEro He MOr nojenatb. BoT fACHO mpexcTaBHJA TParHKOMH-
yeckH#l snH3ox. OHH B KapaHTHHe, H OJHOBpeMeHHO crapuuHa [poGor HX
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o6yyaer BOeHHOMY aeny, Komanayer: «Berom!.. Jloxuch!» Ilpowen noxab.
3emas rpsasunasa. Heckosbko yesnoBek 3agepxuBaloTcs, cpeadH Hux u JKap-
KOB. «B ueMm meno? — Bo3amyulaerca crapiuuea. — Bl y6uThl». Beuepom ox
NPEeACTaBH «YGHTHIX» Mepel CTpoeM, M Hal HHMH HECKOJbKO AHeH mnote-
waauch toBapuiH. Ocobenno peasuiaca Kocra 3oHuH. A ero y6uan B mep-
BOM Xe 60I0, TOUHee, NpH nepBoit GombGexkke. To 6blIO eie B suiesoHe. HUx,
OKOHYMBIUHX IUIKOJY, AYMaJH HanpaeuTh B yuydaHume. Jlaxke cnHcku coctas-
asan. U BApyr moaHsIH cpeaH HOYH M NOBEJAN K CTAHIMH.

[locne 6oMGeXKH OCTaNOCh uejoBeK aABectH. Mx npuaanu Kako#-1o ne-
XOTHOH 4acTd, uayuweit non BureGek.

Tyt nonnas uHepasGepuxa B namatH. bom6exxka. BapuiBol. CToHbl. Oronb.
Komaunpl. Cyera. [lpenyrpennsis apema B 3HCKOM Jecouke. M komampa:
«CranoBucb!» OHH Kyaa-To wau Ge3 OoTAbixa, MOKa He cBaauaHch. )Kapkos
He cTafJ ecTb, YCHYA cuaf. OH MOMHHT 3TOT COH, NMOTOMY YTO €My CHHJCS
noM. Ba6ymika kKopMHT ero GauHamu. M Tonbko OH moaHec GJAHH KO PTY,
kpuk: «[loanvem!» A panbiwe HouyHo#H Gpocok. Hoswbift sec. Panenmii ko-
Muccap ¢ pom6oM B nersHie, ero Herpomkue cioBa o Kyrysose...

JKapkoB xOpoi10 3aMOMHHJ CBOM NEPBBIA BHICTPES MO Bpary, BepHee, B CTO-
poHy Bpara.

Korga nocne MHOrMX H3HYypslOUHX nepexoaoB, GpockoB, Mapuieidi OHH
OCTaHOBMJIUCH B OUYepeHOM Jiecouke, UM MPHKa3aJH oKanbiBatbcA. M oum
BCIO HOUYb PblAH 3emiio. [Tox yTpo mpHXOANIO KaKoe-TO HauyajJbCTBO, NMPOBe-
PHJIO TMO3HLHH, OCTANOCh HenoBOJbHBIM. Mx 3actaBuau konaTth ray6Gxke.

JKapkoB ¢ HerepneHneM xnaan paccBera. EMy xoresoch pasrisiperb Me-
cTo cBoero nepsoro 6osi. OH paccuuThiBaJ yBHAETb (PaUIUCTCKHE TAHKH, Le-
M COJIAAT B 3€JIEHBIX MYHAHPAX, KOJOHHY MOTOLMKJINCTOB, KOTOPbIX OH 6yner
c6HBaTh, KaK H30JAATOPH co cToa6a. To, uTo oH O6HAPYIKHJ MPH CBeTe, pa3o-
uyapoBano ero. [lepen HHM Jexano HeGoJbiIOe MOJe, NMOKPbITOe Hey6paH-
HoH nmenHued, Hax nonem moguumancs aerkuit mapok. Hukakux ¢ammncros
He ObIO BHUAHO. 3BeHesJ OAMHOKHH xaBopoHok. U yTpo o6ewano noroxui
JeHb: He60 YHCTOe, 6€3 eNHMHOH TYUKH.

JKapkoB mnokocujcsi Ha ToBapHuiel, )kejasd HANTH NONAEPAKKY CBOEMY
pasouapoBaHuio, H TYT ycabimada: «[loman. Bugats. Bupathbs.

B nanbHeM Jsiecy 3aryaeno, H MOABHJACA CTOAG NbLIM, MOXOXKHH HA JIErKH#
AbiMOK. Bosbuie HHYero He GblIO BHAHO.

— TlpuroroBuTbes,— pas3najcs roJoc CTapulHHBI

JKapkoB LIENKHYJ 3aTBOPOM, NPHJIOXKHJ NPHKAAA K mieuy H moayman: «<Ho
IeJH He BMAHO H RAJbHOCTb 6OJbINASY.

OH 6bl1 «<BOPOILHIOBCKHM CTPENIKOM», ellle B HIKOJe yYacTBOBaJll B COPEB-
HOBaHNAX. OH MOMHHUJA cJIOBa yuuTesifi mo BoeHHoMmy neny: «He toponuch. He
nepraii. Ctpensii HaBepHsKa». A TyT...

— Orosub!

JKapKoB He BbICTpeJuJI.

— Tul yero? — 3aopan crapmuia.— Bantucr, yro au?!

— Tak He BHAHO,— He o6opaunBasch, 06bsicHua )Xapkos.

— bBes paccyxkaennii. Crpensi!

H JKapkoB Haxan Ha cmyck... Jlo cHX mop eMy HenpHATHO 3a 3ToT Gec-
nesabHbIA BbicTpes. [lo3xe, korga cynb6a csejsa HX NobGJAHKe, OHH OOBACHH-
Jauch co crapmuHoit [ipoGotom. «51 ke He 3HAJ, YTO Thl HOPMAJLHO CTpe-
Jsems, — rosopun oH )KapkoBy. — d x ayman — tpycumb. M Komanaa
6ua aas o6erpena, uro6 MPHBLIKIAN K cTpesab6e. Bhl x BrnepBbie B 60eBbixX
ycaoBusix 6uansy.— «Bce tak,— cornawanca )Xapkos.— Ho nynio xkanxo.
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CrpeasTth no ueau nago». I[lociae, B panbpHeimux 60fAX, cTaplIHHA He pas3s
noa3niBan ero K ceGe: «Bor paii-ka Mo TOMY KyCTOUKy, YTOGbl He BbICOBHI-
BaJIHCh, YTO6 MOJA3anH, 3HAYHT, FaAbl».

W noantpyky, Ansi 3TOro mnocjejHero NpophLiBa, HMEHHO OH, CTapllHHA
Hpo6ot, pekomennosan JKapkosa: «Crtpessier HopmaabHO». IloAHTPYK mpo-
Bepua J)KapKoBa H CAMOJHYHO BPYYHJ «AErTApf».

MAHKA

Pe3ako moxoaoxano. )KapkoB MOYyBCTBOBAJ 3TO OAHAMXKAbI HOYLIO: MPO-
CHyJcAi OT 03HOGa. Buauane moayman: «Onsatb Temnepartypa». Ilomynaa
7106 — xoJoaHbli. OH HATAHYA Ha ce6s Bce, uTO GLLIO TMOA PYKaMH, Hazea
I1anKy — He Mor corperbcd. Tak W He yCHYJa AO caMoro yTpa, A0 NpHXOAa
6a6yiKH XpHCTH.

— Dbaymka,— nepsbiM pesniom ckaszaa )Kapkos.— XoJoaHo craJo.

— O, To-TO,— OTO3Bajach 6abymka, 6YATO OH crnopua ¢ Heio.— [ToTep-
MH TPOXH,

Banio Havaau mporanauMBaTh ABa pa3a B CYTKH: ¢ yTpa WM Ha Houb, Ka-
MeHb HMeJl OJHO CTPaHHOe KauyecTBO: OH OBICTPO HArpeBaJjcsi ¥ GHICTPO OCTHI-
Baj. )KapkoB TO moTes, TO CHOBa 4yBCTBOBaJ XOJIOI.

— Tio-10,— nporanyn Penop, NPocyHyB pyKy uepe3 HOCKH, 4TOGBI AO-
TpOHYTbcAA no rojosbl )XapkoBa.— To He mo6pe. Tak xBOpo6y HaKaHKaeM.

OH KuHyJcA Gbl10 B NMpenGaHHHK, HO BAPYT OCTAHOBHJCS, HAaKJIOHHJCSH
K )KapkoBy Tak, 4To 60poeHKa NMPOCYHYJach MeX lilene,

— Xouy Te6f1 CHPOCHTbL?

— Cnpamnsafiite,

— A wo ue 3a marepus, iKYy Thl Ha ce6e HaKpPyTHJ?

— IIna tenaa... CkatepTb,— mocjae naysbl oTBeTHJ JKapKoB H TYT ke
806aBua: — ToabKo, Aen, CMOTPH... XpPaHH BOEHHYIO TaHHY.

— To zma, To na,— nooGeian aen # Tenepb yKe pelIHTENbHO OTIIPAaBHJI-
cA B npen6GaHHHK.

Tomutb cTaau nomenbiue, HO yauie. OnHAKO nepenagbl TeMIIepaTyphl He
HCYesJH.

Bo3ns ¢ 6anbKkoit, pasymeercs, NpHBAeKIa BHHMaHHe He TOJbKO cocepefl,
HO W Bce#l gepeBHH.

Jlionn HHTepecoBaJiHCh, CNPAIHBANH ApaGeeB: 4ero 3TO OHH TAK 4YacTo
6anio Tonat? Ba6ka, nex, Annpeiika oTroBapuBajIHCh Kak Moriau. Bckope Bo-
npochl MpekpaTHauch. Jllogu norajganuch, B 4eM neno. Bce 3Haau: ApaGeu
MpAYyT Hamero KpacHoapmeiiua. Bce couyscrBoBanu 3tomy. I[Moxaayi#, auins
OIIHH 4YejIOBeK He 3HaJ O cekpeTe. ATo 6Gbla uy)Kas, NpHlIasg NeBUYOHKA, MO-
SIBHBILASICA B IePeBHE C JIeTa, ele N0 Havyaja BOoiHb. O6GCTOATENbCTB ee MpH-
XO[a HHKTO TOJKOM He 3HaJl, 1a H He O4eHb HHTepecoBaJHchb HMH, [Ipuinna
u npuumia. Takoe ¥ panbine 6uiBajo. Jlecyxa xoTb H 3aTepsiBIIAfAcA B Jecax
AepeBYLIKa, HO He TaKasl yX riyxas. BelBaau 3necb NOCTOPOHHHME JIOAH: JeC-
HHKH, 06'b€304HKH, OXOTHHKH.

IIpurpena neBuyoHKy Bce Ta e TeTka Jlapba. Byato Gbl cpoACTBeHHHHA
JanbHAA, 6yaATO 6Bl PONHH 3HAKOMAas, a MOXET, H MPOCTO TakK.

HeBuoHka 6blna pycckas, ropoickas, NMpHBeTAHBas, 06XOAHTeJNbHAs, CO
BCEMH 3[10pOBajiach, pPa3sroBapHBaja, 3Ha/ja CTHXH M NeCHH, KHH)XXKH 4HTaja
(HecKo/ILKO WITYK ¢ cOGOH NMpHTamiHAa), BOT TOJBKO depeBeHCKO# pa6oThl He
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3Hasa. Ho or Hee He OT/IbIHHBaja H BcKope o6yuujach efi. Boay HocuJaa.
Besbe ctHpana. [lonauany B KopoBHHKe y6Hpasa. Ho mpH nepBoM xe 3axo-
e ¢puub yBeqH y TeTkH JlapbH KOpOBY — yXaKHBaTb He 3a KeMm CTaJo.
Pa3Be 4yToO Kyphl aa GOpPOBOK-NOJYTOHOK.

XoTb neBYOHKa Gblia H pyccKasi, BceX YAMBIASIIO ee HMs: Maiika.

— Ak ue Tak?— nepecnpamuBany Jioau.— Lle xk opexa?

Maiika He o6nxkanach, a TepneqHBO OGBAICHAJNA: ecThb Takoe ums. M oHa
BOT yxXe ceMHajauarbii rog Mafika. JIioaH He TO YTO He MOBEPHJIH €€ OGbsIC-
HEHHSIM — TIPHBBIKJIH,

— Ta Hexaii. Xa#i XOTb ropmIKOM Ha30BYTb, a6bl B NMH4Yb HE COBaJIH.

JleBuoHKa Gbljia MpHSITHAS, Becejasi, Kaperjaasas, cMesjlacb 3BOHKO. [IpH-
ner B H36y, mocMeeTcsl, paccKa)keT YTO HJH MOuHTaeT. Yiiier, a roJocok
OCTaHeTCs, 3B€HHT B YILIAX...

Maifika ¥ no BHeWHeMYy BHAY OTJIHYajach OT AE€PEBEHCKHX: TOHKasl, rHG-
Kasl, Hy Kak JIoO3HHOuKa. [IpHBBLIKAH K Heil JIOAH H MOJIOGHJH, HO MOCKOJbKY
OHa BCE-TaKH NOCTOPOHHSASA H MOJOJEHbKasi ellle — He AOBEPSIH €H IJ1aBHYIO
TafiHy. A HMeHHO, YTO B JepeBHe MpSAYYT paHEHOro KpacHoapmeiua.

Maiika B cBoGonHOe Bpemsi xoAHJa mo H36am. Eil Bcerma 6Gbuiu papbl.
Ha stot pa3 Maiika ouyTuaacb B apaGeeBckoii 6ane. Kak u mouemy 3To npo-
H3omo, pasropop ocobuil. Tonbko Bowia oHa, H )KapkoB 3ataHJicsl, NOUyB-
CTBOBAJl Yy)KHe WIaru.

Bowenmas toruac npHHsAaach pacTomisaTbh meuky. ([IpoBa anas yno6crBa
JeXajH B npeaGaHHHKeE.)

Ilo ee cmewky, no nepBbiM Jerkum maram )KapkoB morajancsi: mosiBH-
aacb aesyoHka. Ho mouemy oHa 3gecb? Ko ona? Ubs oHa? 3auyeMm pacranu-
BaeT 6aHIO, €CJIH ee ¢ yTpa yxke nporanaHBajH? M kak xe ee BnycTHJH clofa
H eule B AHeBHOe BpeMs? OTBETOB OH He HAXO[HJ, a Pa3bACHHTb CHTYalHIO
Hekomy 6bu10. )KapkoBy octaBajsoch HAa6JaI04aTb 32 HENPOWIEHOH MOCETH-
TeJbHHLEH.

JleBUOHKa, KaK HH B 4eM He OblBajo, mOAGpAcHBaJa APOBHIUKH B NEYKY,
HaJKMBaja B KOTeJ AJsl MOAOrpeBa BOJYy, HameBaJja IIYTJIHBYIO MECEHKY:

3x, 3auem A Te6a NoAOGHAA,
)Kap GeaymHblli B rpyaH 3arasl...

JKapkoB BHAE/N TO €€ HOrH, TO YAacCTb PYKH, TO THOKYIO CHHHY, HO HH pa3y
He YJIOBHJ JIHLA,

JleBYoHKa WIMBIrHYJIAa B NpeAGaHHHK, H uepe3 MHHYTY-ADYrylo nepes
JKapkoBbiM Grecuyno Gesnoe Teso. OHO pe3aHyJo €ro [o rjaa3am, Kak OCTpHIi
ayu csera. CThill, HEJOBKOCTb H cMYyLleHHe oxBaTHiaH ero. OH monpoGoBaJ
3a)KMYDHTbCSl, HE CMOTpETh Ha [JEBUYOHKY, HO Ija3a camH coO6OH pacKpbiBa-
JIHCh...

«Euie xopouio, 4T0 OHa He mapHTcs»,— noaymaJ )Kapkos, H B 3TOT MHT,
TOYHO €ro MbIC/Ib KaKHM-TO 06pa3oM jAomja A0 Hee, AEBYOHKA MJECHyJa H3
KOBILHKA Ha ropsiyne kamHH. KamuH 3amunenn. )KapkoB 3akamisiics.

— Oit! — BockaHKHyJa aeBuoHka.— Kro tyT?

— Cson,— otBeTHs )KapKoB CpLIBAIOUIHMCS TOJIOCOM.

— Ofi-oii! — 3aopasa neBYOHKa H BhHGexaja H3 GaHH.

Yepes MrHOBeHHe €€ HCOYraHHbBIA KPHK pasHeccs: nmo yanue. )Kapkos ue-
pes ToJcThie cTeHbl cablan ero. Heoxunaanio kpuk o6opsajcs. OH pasu-
uns npHGaHxkalouHecs: ward. B npen6aHHuKe rpoMKo ropopuin. ba6ymka u
neBuyoHka. (OHa, BepOsITHO, OJ€BaJach.)

— Hy, 6anamyTtka.
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— Hy, 1 x y Bac cnpamnBana. [Tomuure?

— Tak ue X Koabl Gyno?

— Ho s x He 3nana.

— O, ue Benbika Taiina.

— Hy, 6a6ycs...

B npea6annuke poaro npenupanuch. HakoHew cKpumHyna aBepb.

— MuTafl, Tl MXKHB? — 1acKOBO cmpocuaa 6alymika, HaKAOHAACH MOJA
NOJIKOM.

— Hopmaasno. Toabko kapkoBaTo.

— Ta ue x 6anaMyTka BAPYr MBITbCSI 3axXoTena.

— Ona x He 3Hana,— ckasan )KapkoB u ocekcs. [lonyyanoch, 4To OH
3alHIIaeT AEBYOHKY.

— A wo Tenepb po6HITHI? — B3AOXHyna Gabylwika, He YJaaBJUBas e€ro
OCEeUKH,

3a )KapkoBa TOPONNIHBO OTBETH/a J€BUYOHKA:

— Ho s x koMcomonka. MHe BrojHe AOBepATb MOXHO. 51 Gbi TOXe Ha
¢poHT moiwuna, ecau 6bl He TAK MOJYUHNOCH, HY, €cihH Obl HE Y TeTH...

Ona yxe npuiuna B ceGfl, BNOJIHE OCBOWJACh M AaxKe MpHcena Yy MOJKa.
JKapkoB BnepBbie yBHAEN ee JHIO — XYAEHbKOE, KAK Yy AEBOUKH, a rja3a ro-
PAT H 3a8BHTOK Haj O6poBbIO.

— Topapuu, Bbi He aymaiiTe. MHe CKOpo ceMHaauartb.. B ¢eBpane.
1 ymel0 XpaHUTb BOEHHYIO TafiHy.

— Oxo0-x0,— B310XxHyna 6abyliKa ¥ wWardyaa Gbn0 K ABEPH, HO OCTAHO-
BUJacb, no3sana:— [lownu orcioga! Hy, nowmau!

— 4 x Bam eimne 3aifigy,— nooGewana aeBYOHKA, KaK 6yato >Kapkos u
B CaMOM JeJie )Ka)XAal HOBOH BCTpPeuH, BO BCSIKOM cjyyae, OHa, OYEBHIHO,
6blna yBepeHa B 3TOM.

Kak 6 Tam Hu Gbino, Maika crana saxoautb K )KapkoBy. Hacrosiuee
3HAaKOMCTBO COCTOAJIOCH B TOT Ke Beuyep. JleBUOHKA MpPHULIA BMECTe C AEAOM
denopom.

«[lpeacraBasAlo, kak oHa emy Hajpoenana, — noayman >Kapkoe.— Becb
JeHb, HaBepHOe, yNpamuBanas,

— Hy, Murtpnii,— xuxuknyn nea.— BoHo, 3To, HY K, NoOwWNapHBCA?
Jo6pe nouwnapusca?

— Hpuyero. IMpowno,— orozsancs JKapkoB u noaymai, 4To OH ONATL 3a-
ILMILAET AEBUYOHKY.

Jen ewe nocuaen, noropopua, cnpocun: «Moxe, Hafo 4oro?» — M yuesn.
JleBuoHka ocTanacb. J)KapkoB uyBCTBOBaJ €€ NMPHUCYTCTBHE, XOTH OHA U MOJ-
yana. OH coGupaics noaGoApHUTL ee, HO OHA 3aroBopuJa MmepBofl.

— Bbi Ha MeHsl He OYyeHb CepAHTEeCH?

— CoBceM He cepxYcChb.

— S X ue aymana...

— Bce scHo.

— 4 Bam xouy GuiTb moaesHoii. He aymaiire...

— He aymaro.

PaaroBop fiBHO He Kjeujcs.

— Bac kak 3oByt? — cnpocHn )KapkoB nocae nmaysbl.

— Maiikodl. EcTb Takoe umsi...

— 3mnaio,— npepsan )KapkoB, xoT caM noayman o JIuHKe, a a1eBoYeK Mo
uveHn Maifis on He 3Han. — A MeHss — Mureii... [IMuTpHeM, — nonpa-
BHJICA OH H MOAYMAaJ, YTO €ule HH pa3y B KM3HH OH He MpeACTaBJAICA je-
BOYKaM.
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— Her,— Bo3pasuna Maiika,— Tak 11 He Mory. Bul 6oen Kpachuo#t Ap-
MHH... BBl KpOBb 32 pOAHHY NPOJAHBAJH...

— Hy Tak uyt0? — He monsn )Xapkos.

— He Mory A Bac no nmeHH,— noptopuaa Maifika,— noToMy uYTO Bbl
H ...

CroBopHAHCb HAa TOM, YTO OHa GydeT Ha3blBaTh ero «ToBapuil YKapKoB».
Ona TaK sipo HacTauBaja, YTO €My HNPHILIOCH COMJIACHThCA HAa Takoe o6pa-
LIeHHe.

JKapkoB nofiMan ce6s Ha MBICJIH: OH He XOueT, 4TOGbl 3Ta eBUOHKA yXO-
auna. Bneppole 3a MHOrHe HelleNH CBOErO OTHIEJIbHHYECTBA OH MOYYBCTBOBAJ
B Heit He TO YTOGbl POBHIO, HO YTO-TO CXOAHOE, HATIOMHHABIIee MIKOAY, JIHHKY.
Ona u ropopuna 6e3 MeCTHBIX cj0Beuek, H Boo6lle, OH YJOBHA B Heil cBoero
yenoBeKa.

— Bbl Kak e TYT OUyTHJHCb? — mocremHo crnpocua )Kapkos.

— Hy na, ouyTtHnace,— noareepauaa Maiika, 6yaTo 3apaHee coraaiua-
fick ¢ ero yausneHneM.— Tera y MeHs B [Taabuax. {1 y Hee u B npouiom ro-
ay orabixana. Tam xopomo. Boaayx. Jlec. Peuka. pu6os u sarox mHoro. § Ha
TPH KHJOrpamMa nonpasujacb. M HbiHYe, KaK TOJbKO yyeGy KOHUHJA, MaMma
roopHT: «[loeaxxait. [lepen s3x3amenamu Hago cua Ha6paThcsA». MHe Ha 6y-
AYUWHH rop — BHIMYCKHbIE... — OHA 3amHyJachb.

JKapkoB nossin ee. «Uro-to GyaeT Ha 6yayuiuii roa?» — moayMaJ OH.

— A Kak Bbl aymaete, Topapuul, )KapkoB, koraa sofiHa koHunTcsi? Hem-
bl XBacTaloTcA, uto K Mockse nogoman. Ho s He Bepio.

— TouHo, He Bepb,— noaTeepaun )Xapkos.— Bce Beab moromy, 4to MHl
BepHJH. A dawHCcTaM Heab3sl BEPHTD.

-— Jla, ga,— coraacunack Maiika.— H eie oun rpaGsar... ¥ TeTH KOpOBYy
yBelH BMecTe ¢ TejeHOUuKoM.— OHa Ha MrHOBeHHMe 3aMmsJjach, peuiasi, roBO-
PHTb JIH [fajbllie, HO BCe-TaKH ROcKa3aja:— UM Ha MeHsi cTanH maoxo cMOT-
petb. Torna Tets M mocoperoBana cioaa nepeGpatbcs.

[MosiBunach G6a6GymiKa XpHCTH, NPHHECAA YXHH,

— Hy, auBunHa,— ocyxpaamoule npousdecaa oHa.— OH XKe XBOpbIii.

— Huuero,— BHOBb 3acTynuacsa 3a Maiiky )Kapkos.

Hactynuio Bpemsi, Koraa oH cTaj XAaTbhb BcTpeu ¢ Helo. Toabko ¢ 3TO#
JAeBYOHKOH OH OTBOAHA AYyIIY, KaK Gbl BO3Bpamlajcs K NOBOEHHOH cuacTaH-
BOH >XH3HH. OLHO ero TPeBOXKMJIO: HAacTOHYHBBIe MpocbObl Maiiky.

— ToBapuw, )KapkoB, Bbl BCe-TAKM [OJIKHbl NOCOBETOBAaTb, KAaK MHe
6biTh? §I KOMCOMOJIKA M He Mory GbiTb B CTOPOHE OT 60OpbGH C MPOKJIATHIM
dawnamom.

JKapkoBa HeMHOXXKO CMELIHJIH ee CTOJb OQHUIHAJBHLIE CA0BA, HO OH MO-
HHMaJ AeBYIIKY H NOTOMY OTBEUaJ Cepbe3Ho:

— IlpaBHabHO.—~ OH BCIOMHHJ, KaK OHH ellle B 4eTbipHAALLATh JieT pBa-
Jauch B HMcnanuio.— Ho uro mMoxHo cmeaatbh B 3THX ycaosusax? Urto Tol Mo-
Kelb?

— ¥ wensa 3nayok I'CO,— xHBo otBeTuaa Maiika.— 51 u cTpensathb
ymeto. [TIpasna, Hopmbl eme He cpasa... [IpoGoaena.

— A B Koro crpeasitb B 3T0#t Jlecyxe? — cnpocua JKapkos, owyuiasi
CMYLUEHHE H HEKOTOPYIO ropAOCTb OT TOFO, YTO OH BmepBble B JKHU3HH COBe-
TYer.

Maiika noHusnaa roaoc:

— A rosopsit, B Jecy naptu3danbl. [leaymka ®enop ux HaPOAHLIMH MCTH-
TeNAMH 30BeT. §1 B3phIBH cablLIafa.

JKapkoB xoTes yCMeXHYTbCsl c10BaM MailkH, YCOMHHTbCSL B HHX, HO TYT
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BCIIOMHHJI B3pbIB, UTO NOAXJECTHYJ €ro K AeHCTBHAM TaM, B Jiecy, B Te TsikKe-
Jible MHHYTHI.

— A 370 TOUHO? — cnpocua YKapkoB.—~ O6 3TOM MOXKHO y3HAaTh?

— Kak? — Bctpenenyanach Maiika.

— OcTopoxHo... A Kak — 1 He 3Ha10. 9 e H AEPEBHH He BHAEJ.

— $1 B [aabupl cxoxy,— npennoxunna Maika.

— UYepes gec?

— A s He 60iocb. He nymarfire.

JKapkos Moauan. B cioBax neBYOHKH A5 Hero GjecHyna Haaexnaa. Ilap-
TH3aHbl — 3TO KaK pa3s TO, UTO €My HYXHO. TOJIbKO ¢ MOMOLUbIO HX OH MOXET
MONAcTb K CBOHM, TO €CTb cnacTH 3HaMs. JKapkoB Ha MHHYTY 3aMmep OT
BCOBIXHYBILIEH HaAeXKAbl.

— BoOT uTO,— CKa3aJ OH KaK MOXHO CclOKOHHee, — s1 nena Penopa no-
npoumy.

— Ho s xe...— BosmyTHaacb Matika.

— CaywmaTtb Mens,— npepan )Kapkos.— Ilocmemnocts (OH uyTb He
CKa3aJ TakK, Kak ropapuBa. crapiunHa [[po6or: «IflocnemHocTs HyXKHa npH
JoBsie 6j10X») HaM HH K yemy. Hu k uemy,— noBropus on.— Tak Gyner ayu-
we. Cneppa aea denop, Hy a NOTOM... HOTOM, €CJH HOTpe6Gyercs, moeneiub
Thl... [lais1 60osee CJOXKHOTO 3agaHHsl,— JOGABHJ OH.

Ho6Gapnenue ycmokouao Maiiky. Ho ¢ 3Toro MoMeHnTa He cTaJjiO MOKOSI HH
JKapkoBy, uu neny Penopy. )Kapkosa or Maiikn or6uBaja 6a6ymka XpH-
crsi. A nex depop cam mpsitajncsi OT AE€BYOHKH.

— Or GanamyTka,—KanoBaJjcsl oH )KapkoBy H XHXHKaJ AOGPOAYIIHO,—
Hy, sik 51 nouny, KOJbl lile CHHFY HeMa, KOJbl llle H KOHSl HeMa.

B ouepenHo#t mpuxon Maiika oropomnaa )Kapkosa.

— A rze opyxue?!

— Kakoe? — pacrepsscs )Kapkos.

— Hy, toBapumni Kapkos, npH Bac xe 6bl10 opyxHe. OHO JIEXKHT, 3 MOT-
JIO Gbl CTpensiTb 10 (AUIHCTCKHM 33XBAaTYHKaM.

— Camo opyxHe He crpensier,— npepBaa )KapkoB H, uToGbl 3aKOHYHTD
pasrosop, ckasaJu: — [Ipuaurte-ka BMecTe ¢ peGATHIIKAMH.

CkasaHO ObLIO CTPOro, MOYTH NMPHKA3HbIM TOHOM, H Maiika He mocmena
ocaymatbesi. [log Beuep ona sBuaach ¢ Baacukom H Aunpelkoii.

— Hy, — ¢ xony cnpocun )KapkoB, uTo6bl HE pacxo/a)KHMBAaTbCsl H He
norepsitb cTporoctH.— JloknaabiBafite, KTO H3 Bac npoboarancsa?

— ToBapum )Kapkos! — BosMyTHaach Maiika.

— ToBapuuw Ma#s, s1 He xouy Te6s1 06HAeTb, HO 6Ge3 MOero paspelleHHsA
06 OpYXHH Hesib3l TOBOPHTb HHKOMY. Jlaxe caMOMy G/JH3KOMY UYEJNOBEKY...
Tak kTo Xe?

Masnbuniuku 3aMepan. )KapkoB BuJeN, KaK OHH MOATAJNKHBAJH APYT ApPY-
ra, 3acTapisisi 3aroBopuTb mepBbiM. EMy ctano xaab peosrT.

— 3anomuHuTe: 310 BoeHHas taina. M opyxue. M 10, uro 51 3nech. Y3Ha-
10T HeMubl, I10X0 GYyHer.

— Tak ux xe Hema,— cna6o Bo3pasun Auppeika.

— Moryr 6biTb... 3anoMHHuTe... BOT nenymka cbesguT.

— OH urto-TO He efiet,— BMeliajacb Maiika.

— Ha cBHHbe? — xHXHKHYN AHAapefika.

Hen ®enop noexan B Ilsaabubl TOJbKO uepe3 fABe HeNeNH, MO HEPBOMY
CHEXKY, Ha 4y>KoH KoObisie. OH BepHYJICS uepes ABa AHA, BolleJ B GaHIo,
ROKpsixTes, 6yATO ¢ GOJbUIOrO MOpPO3a, AOJOXKHI:

— XBakToOB HeMa, CJYXH e.
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BOJIE3HDb

Hacrtynuao yayuirenue: Hora ormyctHaa. )KapkoB nmoyyBcTBOBaJ 3TO BO
cHe. 3ax040A1J0 60K, OH MOBEPHYJCA H TOTYAC MPOCHYJCH OT CTpaxa, B OXH-
nauud 6oau. Ha stot pas Goan He 6bL1o. )KapkoB uyTh He BCKPHKHYJ OT pa-
JOCTH, HO CAEp)KaJcf H HauyajJ OCTOPOXKHO HBHraThcsl, cHavyajaa 3J0pOBOH
HOTOil, MOTOM KOpPIYCOM, BCEM TeJOM, HAKOHEl MpHNOAHAJCA Ha pykax. Ox
OLLYILLAJ HEKOTOpOoe HeyAOGCTBO, CKOBAHHOCTb, HanmpsKeHHOCTb, HO He OBLIO
raBHOr0, CaMOro CTPaIIHOrO — GOJH.

«Bot yauBao 6aymky»,— nogyMaJ JKapkoB H CTajJ OXHAATb MOSABJEHHS
6a6ywKl XpHCTH.

Koraga ona mosBujaach, )KapkoB Kak 6bl MEXIY NMPOYHM MOMPOCHJ:

— TIlomarure MHe cectb, 6aywka.

— Oii! — BoCK/JHKHYJa Ga6ylKa XpHCTS H, OCTaBHB ropuok ¢ 6yab6oi,
6pocuaacb eMy Ha mnomolub,— O#f, JHIEHbKO MO3... 3po6bLIMO, 3pOGLIMO.

— Bbl nomorute nosepuytbcs. M BOT moxg cnuHy 4TOo-HHGYAb. A 51 Ha py-
Kax, Ha pyKax.

Ba6ywka nomorisa emMy mOBepHYTbCA, MOJJIOXKHWJAA MOA CHHHY H TOJIOBY
TpAnbe,

— To s we npunecy. Tul cHuzai.

Korga npuwen nen ®enop, )Kapkos n ero mompocua:

— Boabl 66l B waeyky. XOTb PYKH OTMOIO.

— lle no6pe, no6pe,— 3acyeTHjacs Aen.

JKapkoBy 6bL10 NMPHATHO Ha6aiogaTh A06poe YAHBJAEHHE OKPYXKAIOILHX.
Or 3710ro ero co6cTBeHHas clepKaHHas PajgoCTb CTAHOBMWJIACH €llle CHJbHee.

ITpubexana Maiika, Bbimajaujaa OT MOPOra:

— Bam ayuwe, toBapuw, )KapkoB? A s onsiTb B3pHIB CJblIIAJA.

CnoBa neBuoHkH BepHyaH JKapkosa k meiictBHTenbHocTH. Emy ayumre,
HO MPH BCEM NMPH TOM OH B ThUIY, paHeH, H HAa HeM 3HaMs YacTH, KOTOpoe
HEOGXOAHMO CHACTH.

— MauJo siH KaKHe B3pbIBbl MOTYT GbiTb,— MPOH3HEC OH MPHIJAYINEHHO.—
Bpems BoeHHOe,

— Ila Het xe! — ropauo Bospasusna Maitka.— [loyeMy HX B OpoLLIOM
rony He 6bL10? $l Bce JeTO TYT OTabIxaJja.

— Ilouemy? B nmpoumsiom roay BOfHB He 6BLIO.

— Hy 5 u rosoplo: napTH3aHbl.

— 3710 Bcé caoBa. ITO TOJbKO Hale jKejaHHe,— BbinoxHYJa JKapkos.

Maiika npn6ansunacb k Hemy. )KapkoB yBHIEN MeX JOCOK €€ XYAOe€ JH-
10, ropsilliHeé rjaasa W 3aBHTOK HaJ npaBOd GpOBbIO.

— 3Haere, yto A npupyMmana? Hamgo uto-10 3axeub. JomycTHM, cTor
ceHa. OHH YBHAAT.

— U Hemunl ysuasar,— onposepr )Kapkos.— K Tomy e, ceHO ropur
OYeHb GHICTPO.

— Hy urto xe geaatrb? — BamosnJaach Maiika.

— Hymatb,— ckasan )KapkoB, BHOBb MOYYBCTBOBaB Ha ceGe HENpPHBBIY-
HYI0O OTBETCTBEHHOCTb KOMaHIHpPa 3a MOAYHHEHHOTO.

— Tak n BOHHa KOHUYHTCA,— BHIpBaJoch y Maiiku.

JKapkoB npo ce6s1 ycMexHyJcs. Enle coBceM HegaBHO, HECKOJbKO MECALEB
Hasaj, OH caM JyMaJ TOYHO TaK Xe, pBajca Ha ¢POHT U 6ORAJCA, UTO He
ycrneeT MPHHATbL y4YacTHe B pa3rpoMe ¢rauiHCTOB.

— K coxanennio,— ckasan )Kapkos.— Thl ke cama rosopu/sa: HeMIbl
noa Mocksoi.
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— Tak 3to x ¢awucrel... Bpyr oHn.

— Hy na, Bpyr,— cornacuncsa YXapkos.— Ho Mbi-TO cefiyac rae?

— 3x, roBapuuy )KapkoB,— BblIOXHYJAa Maiika He TO C YNpEeKOM, He TO
C COXaJieHHeM 3a OGHAHYIO cyab6y H GBHICTPO NOWLJIA K ABEpH.

JKapkoB He ocTaHOBHJ ee.

K Beuepy nosiBuaHCb MaJIbYHIIKH, NO3JOPOBAJNIHCh H OCTAHOBHJHCH Yy TO-
pora, mepeMHHasCh B HepelIHTeJbHOCTH. JKapKoB Onfth yrisijen. Kak OHH
NOATAJKHBAIOT APYr ApYyra.

— CwMenee,— noa6ojpua oH.— [lokaagbiBaiiTe, B ueM AeJ0?

— DBepnan nawn, — Buinanua Axppeiika.

— Mura# nawen. B capae, y tetkn lapbu,— pasbsicHHa Baacuk.

— Pyxbe, yro au?

— Ara! — B OfluH roJI0C NOATBEPAHIH pebsTa.

— A narpoubl?

— Moxe, ecTb.

— He B TOM aeno,— Bmelwancsa Baacuk.— Bepaan He cnpaBHBIil.

— Ilpunecu. IMTocmoTpuMm.

MaJbyHILIKH 0XKHBHJHCH, H 3TO BHOBb oGpajgoBano )KapKosa, eule pas 3a-
CTaBHJIO OULYTHTb CYACTbe OT CO3HAHHA, YTO 3A0POBbe €ro BOCCTAHABJHBAET-
csl, OH NMONpaBJsieTcs.

Tak gauaoch HeCKOJbKO HHed. A norom rpsnyaa Gexa: )Kapkos 3a6ose.

Cayynaocb 3TO0 HEOXHIAHHO H CHOBA HOublo. OH MpocHyJicA OT 03HOGa,
3y6 Ha 3y6 He nonagan. Cam gpoxaJ, a Ha a6y HCnapHHa.

Ba6yuike Xpucre )KapKkoB HHUEro He CKa3aJjl, TOJbLKO HONPOCHJ 3aTOMHTh
neuky. 1 neny Penopy He noxkasosaJcs.

O6napyxuna ero Gonesu» Maiika.

— A uero Bbl 3y6aMH LlOKaeTe? — CINPOCHJIA OHA H, He NOXKHRAsACh OTBe-
Ta, NPOCYHYJAa PYKH MeX HOCOK.— [la Bbl ropute Bech.

Maiika BpicKoyHJa H3 GaHH,

Yepes HeCKOJIbKO MHHYT OHa BepHyJachb ¢ 6a6ywkoit Xpucrei.

Ba6yuika ToXe NpocyHyaa PyKy Mex AOCOK, MpHTpoHyJaach K JKapxoy.

— O#i, nuuwenbKo! 3aHe1yKUB XJONYHK.

Ona 3acyerujach, JOCTajza MOJIOKa, BCKHMATHJAA, Hanouwjaa ero. Tenepb
JKapkoBy crano xapko.

[osaBuncs nen Penop, npuHec JeCTHHLY-APOGHHKY.

— Mbl Te6s noHeceM. TyT He MOXKHO.

JKapkos xpxan Beuyepa, nbiTasick YCHyTh. Ho con He wies, c10BHO Xap or-
rousa ero, Hactynuian cymepkH, clieiajioch TaKk MpPauHo, YTO He CTan0 BHAHO
MOKpHIL Ha nockax. [ToTom Kyna-To Bce Hcuesdo, oraaauioch. Hauanca 6pen.
EMy Kasajoch, UTO 3TO CKOJb3KHE NPOTHBHblE MOKPHIbB! IOJ3YT MO HeMmy,
¥ OH BCe CMAaxHBaJ HX, a OHH CHOBA MosABAAJHCh. Ml oH onaTb cMmaxuBaJ.
HHorpa HacTtynaiau He TO YTO MpOCBETHl B €ro CO3HAaHHH, HO 6oJiee-MeHee
Oco3HaHHble MrHOBeHMHsi. UbH-TO PYKH MpHKacajuch K Hemy, H )XapkoB uys-
cTBoBaa uX. Korna oHH aoTparuBajuch A0 TIPYAH, OH YHAPSIMO TBepAHJ:
«He-e».

M cHOBa eMmy BHAEJNHCH Mep3KHe JIHKHE MOKPHIb, 4TO MOJ3JH [0 €ro
Teay...

Ounyacsa )KapkoB B us6e. OH mMOHAA 3TO cpasy MO 3anaxy AOMalIHero
xJe6a, 3HaKOMOMY ¢ aeTcTBa. B gome mekaun xne6. A oH Jexan Ha nedd, W
OHa NpHATHO corpeBasia cnuHy. B naGe Gul10 cBetiio. BeposiTHo, He cBetee,
yeM B¢erjaa, HO eMy KasaJjochb OYeHb CBeTJO, NOTOMY 4TO TaM, Ha CeHOBaJe
H ocoGeHHO B 6aHe, OH OTBbIK OT AHEBHOrO CBeTa.
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Cabiura, uTo B goMe JioaH, )KapkoB xoTes 3aroBOpHMTb, HO TYT Ha Hero
HanaJj Kawmenab. OH NOABUACA rAe-TO B INIyGHHe U HHKAK He BBIXOAMJ HApyXy.
Bneuatsienne Gbio Takoe, 6YATO KTO-TO Lapanaer TaM, B IPYAM, NEPHILIKOM,
H, KaK OH HH CHJIHTCSl H36aBHTbCA OT 3TOTO LiapamnaHbs, — OHO He Hcuesaer.

— [locHupai,— ycabiman oH Haj cambiM YXoM.— Lle mosouko. Jlerue
6yne, Jerue,

JKapkos BbinHJI ropsAYero MoJIOKa,  eMy AefCTBHTE/bHO CTaJo Jerye, 3J0-
MOJY4HOE TMepbiLIKO HCYE3NO H3 FPYAM.

— Emy 6anku Hajgo,— pasgancsl 3HaKoMmbli#i rojoc.— Korpa y MeHs 6buio
BOCTAJIEHHE JIerKHX, MHe GaHKM CTaBHJIH.

«Maiikal» — xoresn kpukHyTb )KapKoB OT BHe3amHO HaxJIbIHYBIleH, Hemo-
HATHOH eMy pPajoOCTH.

Ho Maiika yxe nogHsanach K Hemy Ha neub, OH yJOBHJ ee YIHBJEHHO-
UCMYTaHHBIA B3TJIsA.

— 3apascTByidTe,— mpomenrana Maiika.

— 3apascrByiite,— oTBeTHJa YKapKoB.

Ona xorena yablGHYTbCA, moAGoApUTL ero. Ho yJBIGKM He MOJYUYHJIOCH.

— Kak uyBcTByeTe? — crnpocHja OHa, NHITasiChb CKPHITh CMYIIEHYe,

)KapkoBy 3axorenoch yTemiHTb ee, ¥ OH MOAHAJ GOJbIUOH maJel.

— HenpaBaa,— ckasana Maiika.— §I Gosnena. 3ualo.

— He To#i 60one3Hblo,— OH HEBOJLHO TPHTPOHYJCH K TPYAH, MOYYBCTBO-
BaJl MATKOCTb 6GapxaTa NMOj THMHACTepKOH M Hamyrajcs, 4YTO OHa MOXeT [A0-
rajatbCs, Ha uTO OH HaMeKaeT, GLICTPO MOMpaBHJCA:— Y MeH XK M HOra
ele.

— baHkn Hajgo,— nocoBeroBasa Mafika.

— He naoxo 6bl,— BeipBasochk y )KapkoBa, HO OH TYT XKe BO3pas3uJ: —
He-e... ¥ mens x pauenue... B rpyab... Hasbuter.

Maiika goJro Ha Hero CMOTpeJia, ¥ eMy MOKa3aJoCh, YTO OHA YJaBJiUBaeT
HempaBly.

— ¥ MeHs 6paTHKk ecTb, IOpa,— npusnanacp Maiika.— OH Ha Bac mno-
xox. Toxe ycuku. Takne ke HeGosbLiHe, pycble. OH Toxe B apmHH. He
3Halo rae...

B ronoce ee mpockonb3Hysna rpycTHHka, H )XapkoB xotes 0GOLPHTL ee,
HO Maiika He nana ce6s nepeGHTD.

— On paxe cTHXH nmUweT. XOoTHTe nountalo? — M ele He A0XAAaBIUHCH
OTBeTa, OHA MpOJAeKJIaMHpoBaJa:

[ofiak mocMOTpH, KaKHe y30pbl

OcraBuna GuTBa Ha mose COGLITHIA:

Kyna nu kutb B30pbl — cTON6L! Aa 3a60pHi,
H uepen, ynpsimo#t TpaBHHKO# MPOGHTBIL.

A G cuacTauBble AHM H Y nOAR,

Koraa noasnMajock nop nayrom, kak Gapxar,
TTennunoe cems, nonoGHoe coaH,

Cpo6psno naacTbl HesacesiHHbIX MaxoT.

Ho uepHble BOpOHLI cTaefl Banerenw,

TMoausau TpeBory, H pasyM noBepXeH...

[lossunace 6aGymka Xpucrs, 3aBopuana Ha Maiiky. )Kapkosy 3axore-
Jocb TMOjAJAepkKaTb AEBOUYKY, H OH cKa3an:

— A y Hac NOJHMTPYK CTHXH MHcaJ.

— Tlpounraiire,— nonpocuna Maiika.

— «Ilo6biBaem MBI rae-HHGYIb UYYTOUKY»,~— HauajJ )KapkoB H 3akali-
JIAJICA.
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— Co#ian, 6anaMyTka,— HacToHuuBo BMewmiasach 6aGywka.— He 6a-
yuiib, 4To au? He Moxe uenoBHK. JIuxo emy.

Ha cnenyiomnit nenp Maiika Hauasa ¢ yrosopa:

— Ecau xotute, a Bam mouurato Ilymkuna, Jlepmoutrosa, Baoka. A BhH
noMoJiuute. Bam TpyaHo moka.

JKapkoB coracu/csi H B CBOIO ouepegb MOMPOCHJI:

— A 6para csoero IOpbl cruxu eue He nmomHute? — OH BHaea, uTo ei
sTo npusAtHo. OHa, BHAHO, Jl06HJAAa 6paTra H C YAOBOJbCTBHEM BCMOMHHAeT
ero. — [lounraiiTe ero CTHXH.

— Ho onu xe... cripble...

— Huuero. Yuraiire.

OH BHAEJ, KAK OHA BCSl 3aCBETHJAACh, AaXe POAMHKA HA JeBoiH wieKe
nopo3oBeJia.

— Hy, srto... mon HacTtpoeHHe...

— Yuraiite, — nosropha yKapxos.

Maiika ckocusa rasa Ha CBeT, OTYero GejKH y Hee CTa/JH roayGble, H
HErpoOMKO, YyTb MPOTSXKHO NMPOYHTAJA:

Mowu noapyru 3epkasa,

He orpaxaiite xoa co6biTHil.
OcTaHyTCs KOJIOKOJIA,
XpycTanbHbIH 3BOH, KaK AeHb Pa3GHTbIH.
INeperopur, ocnennys, cBer —
Hu cBetnoro u Hukakoro.

H auwb sepkanbuefimnil ckesner,
Kak nepe6Gutasi ocHOBa,

Crout, cOGbITEA BOCKpeCH,

Hecsa kpecThl Haa ronoeolo,

Kak npop:kapeBuine roGou.
Boccraner Houb, ri1a3a CKOCAL.
Mou noapyrH 3epkana,

He orpaxaiire sror mpak...

JBepb pacnaxuynacb. B6exann peGATHIIKH.

— Cuablanu? — Boinaaua AHgpefika eue Gojee 3BOHKHM, YeM OGBIUHO,
rOJIOCOM.

— BapuiB 6b11, — 06bscHHA Baacuxk.

— T'me n yto? — cnpocua YKapkos.

— ¥ Ilaabuax. HaBepno, ckaag, a MoxeT, BOAOKAUKa.

— Buzaute, — ¢ ynpekom npoH3necjsa Maiika.

— Her, — o6opBaa )Xapkos. — Ecau noener, tak omsatb aex Penop.

OcyuiectBuTh opranusauuio Bropofi noe3nku )KapkoBy He ynanock. K Be-
yepy MOACKOUYHJIA TeMmepaTypa i OH MOTepsii co3HaHHe. EMy BCE uymHjocCh,
6yATO €ro BapAT B OrPOMHOM KOTJe, H OH CTOHAJ H MeTaJcsl, TPEBOXKHICSA
u 6osinca He 3a cebs, a 3a 3HamsA. Bce npuxkuman JagoHH K rpyiaH. UbH-1O
Ho6pble PYKH NMOMOrajii emy, 4efi-To roJoc yTeuiaJ.

A motom npujeres opea W HayaJ pas3pbiBaThb eMy rpyAb Kortamu. )Kapkos
kpHuaa: «He-e!»> — nmotomy uto Gossica: opes H3OpBET 3HAMA.

H cHoBa no6pele pykH mporHauan xuiuylo nruny. Ho torma mpuGexana
co6aka H MpHHAJACh ¢ OCTepBeHeHHeM rpbiaTh )KapkoBa.

«flycTb MeHs1, MeHSl, HO TOJNBKO He...»

Haxe B 6peny OH He NMPOH3HOCHJ CJOBO «3HAMA».

A notoM oH okaeMascsi. )KapKoB OTKpbLI rja3a, ycJblllaJ 3TO CJOBO H
yBHAE] JHIIO 6a6yWIKH XPHCTH B AOGPbIX MOPIUHHKAX.

BoJse3Hb oTcTynmHJAa, OCTANHCh Kalleab H cjgabocTb. babyumika Bce Bpems
noWja ero ropsiudM MOJIOKOM C MacjoM, AaBaJja eiue Kaxoe-to 3eqabe. XKap-
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KOB BCe MOCJYIIHO IHJ, MOTOMY 4YTO YyBCTBOBaJ NoOc/Je NMHTbA objeryeHue.

Onsitb nosiBunack Mafika. OH ycJbllIan ee roJOCOK-KOJ0KOAbYHK. Ona
cnopusa ¢ 6a6ywkoii. Ta He gomyckasa ee Kk )Kapkosy.

— TIlyctb, — ¢ Tpyzom BhigaBHa )Kapkos.

Maiika yJabi6anach cuacTiHBOH yJAbLIGKOH H [10JAT0 CMOTpeJa Ha Hero.

— Bbl oyeHb, oueHb noxoxu Ha Hawero IOpy. Toabko ycel moGoJbiue
CTasH.

Koraa ona yuia, )KapkoB HampArcs, nonpocua AHppefiky:

— 3epkaJjo ectb?

— Ta ectb. BoHO packosioTo... — OTBETHJ MaJbuHHIKA TOYb-B-TOYb Kak
nen denop.

B ockonke 3epkana )KapkoB yBHAeJ uy¥Koe, He3HaKOMOe eMYy, KOCTJsBoe
JIMLIO, 3apocuiee LETHHOH, NEeHCTBHTEJNbHO, NPH YycaX, C OOJbIIHM HOCOM,
HaBHCAIOLIHM Haja BepxHed ry6ofi. M Tosabko riaza — TeMHO-KapHe, ¢ YAJH-
HEeHHbIM pa3pe3oM, ¢ TEMHbIMH TOYEUKAaMH y 3pauykoB — ObLIH €ro, HO 60Jib-
wiHe-60Jb1IME H yCTaJbIE.

«3T0 OT 60JIe3HH», — YCNIOKOHJ ce6si )KapkoB H BepHYJ OCKOJIOK
Anppeiike.

NOJIMLAH

Bose3nb oTrcTynmuiaa, HO OKOHYaTeJNbHO He OoTmyckaja. JIHeM eme HHuero,
a Houblo )KapkoBa MyuHJ Kauwesab. )XapkoB Kauuwisii 1o MOTa, 10 KpPOBH.
Kaxkabi#i pas BcraBajia 6a6ymika XpHCTA, AaBajia 3ejbfl, H Ha HEKOTOpoOe
BpeMA CTaHOBHJIOCH Jerye. 3aTeM OmATb Kaiejab H 6oJb.

— A To... paHa He oTKpoercsA? — Gosiaach GabyuLika.

— Bce Moxer 6biTb, — oTBeuas )KapKoB, NPUKPLIBAS TPYAb PYKaMH.

OHn GossicA Houell U He mIOGHJ HX. A gHeM 6bLIO Jyylie, H Jierye, H Be-
cenee. [Ipuxognna Maiika, 3BeHesa roJIOCKOM, Besia 6eceflbl O XXH3HH H BHYT-
PEHHEM NOJIOXKEeHHH, a GoJbllie BCero pacckasbiBajsia o Jio6uMom Gpare. YKap-
KOB CJyIllaji ¥ BCIIOMHHaJ cBoero 6parta, JInHky, nom. Ho oco6eHHo eMy Gbi-
JIO NMPHATHO BHIETb, KaK OXHBJsETCS AEeBUYOHKA, KAaK OT BOCIOMHHAaHHH o
cBoeM Gpare lOpe mpeo6pajkaercs ee JIHIO, H MOTOMY OH BCSKHH pa3 He-
NpPeMEHHO MPOCHJI:

— Eue yero-Hu6yap pacckaxurte o cBoeM GpatHiuike. CTHXH He BCMOM-
HUJIH?

— OpuH, MaaeHbKHH.

H Maiika yntana c 3aTaeHHOH ropaocTbio:

Pamsbl nepengier.
JyMbl- NayTHHKH.
Ha ocenHnii Jen
Tlagaior cHeXHHKH.
IMapalot, U BbIOTCH,
H rpyctar o Jsere...

A B paHHeM [eTcTBe, — mpepbiBasi yTeHHe, 3aroBopusia ona. — OH Ha ge-
Bouky moxoams. Hy Tako# xopolueHbKHH.

— A wmensa 6par pyraa, Korga s B AeBYaybH HIpbl HrpaJi, — BCTaBHJ
JKapkos.

— Her, Bbl He mogymaifite, — nepe6una Ma#ika. OH He ObLT KMCJASATHHOH,
He 6bl MaMEHbKHHBIM CbIHKOM. B 11Kosie, Ha ¢H30 OH PpyKy caoMaJ, Tak gaxe
He naakan. Ho pyma y Hero 6blia JHPHUYHOM.
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— TloueMy 6bina?

Maiika 3arasAny”na eMy B rjiasa, OCTOPOXKHO CIIPOCHJA:

— Bbl aymaere, OH XHBOH?

— Hy, Bor 51 xe... — BopBajoch y )KapkoBa, HO, 60sicb HamyraTb AeB-
YOHKY, OH ToTyac nompasmics: — Ceiliuac Mo ThHJIaM MHOrO HallHX.

Maiika 0 ueM-TO HampsiXKeHHO pa3MblulisAJIa, cBeAsl GPOBH Ha NEPEHOCHE,
U BCE-TAKH He CAEPXKAaJnach.

— A Bbl BepuTe, 4TO Mbl MoGeaUM?

— Ko#neuHo, — ¢ HekoTOpbIM yauBJeHHeM oTo3Bascs )Kapkos. — Kako#
TYT MOXeT GbITb BOMpOC.

— H a Bepio, — ropsiuo 3arosopusa Maiika. — [lo-moeMy, TOT, KTO He
BEPHT, TOT He coBeTcku# uesopek. M IOpa Bepur. § y6exaena...

Kak Tosbko otsersio, Kawmenb ymMeHbumuicA, JKapkoB o6paTHiaca K AeAy:

— A rae 3ra? — M nokasaJ Ha JieBblii KapMaH.

— Ot panacb To6H Ta GoMmG6a.

— BepHH.

Hen nokpsixten, HO CXOAHJ B CEHH, NIPHHEC «JIHMOHKY». YKapkoB nmpucTpo-
WJ ee HAa MPUBLIYHOE MECTO.

— A nucroaer?

Jlea XHXHKHYJ.

— Ta BoHa... B xoro Tol nyasTb 6ygeuib? ¥ TapakaHHB?

— Ilpunecu! — npukasan )Kapxos.

— Ta Hexal.

Jroli Houblo )KapKoB AOJATO He cmaj, O6GAyMbiBajJi CBOe IMOJOXKeHHe,
HmenHo HacmemiuBble ciaoBa aeaa Pegopa 3acTaBuaHu ero He cmarb. [leii-
CTBHTEJIbHO, B KOTO OH MOJXET «MYyJfATb», €CJH OH B H36€ H KPYrom JIOAH?
U He mpocro JI0AH, a Te, KTO CIAc €ro, KOMy OH 006si3aH KH3HbIO.

«Jla Her ke, HeT! — MPHKPHKHYN OH Ha ce6A. — Uto-unbyab ectb. Haiiny
BBIXOA».

«J1oak06H GbiTb», — BCIIOMHHJ OH cJjioBa crapmunbl Jlpo6ora. Tot Bce-
raa yuua: «Jlymaii, toBapHui Goeu. Boixoa H3 nI060T0 TOJOXKEHHS €CTb.
JonxOH ObITb».

JKapkoB Huuero He mor npuaymatb. Ctpensitb Heab3d. [Ipuayr Bparu u
BO3bMYT e€ro. BoabMyT BMecTe CO 3HaMeHeM.

«A 51 mo popore, — ycrnokoHn oH ce6fl. — Hapo To/IbKO HAKpBITbCA yeM-
TO, YTOObl «JIHMOHKY» HE€ 3aMETHJIH>».

JKapkoB o6papoBaJjicsl 3TOH MBICJAH H YCHYJI.

ITpocHy/icsl OH OT NPUCTYKHMBAHUA YXBaTa H OT BKYCHOro 3amaxa AOMaAIl-
HHX wwed. Ba6ymka XpucTst KosaoBaja y INeuH.

B u36e 6GblI0 HEOGLIYHO CBETJIO, IPOCMATPHBAJACH TPEIIHHKA B AajbHEM
yray. )KapkoB He ychmeJg YAHWBHTbCA 3TOMY, NOsiIBWJach Maiika, pymsHas
C MOp03a, C PO30OBbLIM HOCHKOM.

— CHer Bbinaj, — coo6LHAa OHA.

— To-To-T0, — HabpocHaach Ha Hee GabGymka Xpucrsl. — 3acTyAMb
XJI0nua.

— Jleyka X TOMHTCSH, — MO MpPHUBBIYKe 3acTynujcs )KapkoB H raasamu
NPHIJIacHJ JE€BYOHKY MPHCTPAMBATbCA AN Gecenbl.

Emy xopowo 6bisio B 3Ty MuHyTy. Ha ayuie cnokoiino. B na6e cetio.
Huyero He 6oaeno. Pagom Maiika, nblinymas sHeprueit. OT Hee HCXOAWJ NMPH-
ATHBIH MOPO3HBIH AyX, 6yATO 6Gbl OHAa mpHHecsa )KapkoBY KycO4eK 3HMBI.

— BcnomuuTe ctHxu Bawero Gpata, — nonpocus )KapkoB, uToGbl cre-
Jaarb aeB4yoHke mpHsitHoe. — Hy Te, npo myabipbku Ha ayxax.
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Maiika Ha 3TOT pa3 moYeMy-TO He OTO3BaJjiach Ha ero mpocbby, ckasaJja:

— On oyenb JlepMoHTOBA JMIOGHJI.

— Torna uuraiire JlepmontoBa, to, uro Jo6ua Bam lOpa.

Maiika, Kak 06bIYHO, CKOCHJIa IJ1a3a H CTaja YHTaTb HENPHBBIYHBLIM TO-
HOM, HapacmeB, ¢ Kakoii-ro HecBoiicTBeHHOH eil nuToHamuell. Oco6GeHHOCTb
HHTOHALHH COCTOSJIa B TOM, UYTO OHA NMepelaBajia He TOJIbKO CMbICJ, HO H MY-
3bIKy CTHXa.

«HaBepHoe, Tak ee 6par uHTan», — goragajca )Kapkos.

INeyanbHulil AeMOH, AYX H3THAHbA,
Jleran Haj rpewnolo 3emae,

H ayuwnx aneit BOCNOMHHaHbA
Ilpen HHM TecHHAHCS TO/MOM.

H )KapkoBy 6bi10 NOKOHHO H NPHATHO OT 3TOH My3blkH. OH maxe rjaasa
3aKpblI.

Tex aHeit, Koraa B KHJHILE CBeTa
Bancran oH, YHCTHIA XepyBHM,
Koraa Gerymasi komera

Yabni6ko# nackoBO# npHBeTa
Jlio6uaa NOMEHATbCA C HHM,

Koraa ckBo3b BeuHble TyMaHH,
To3Hanbs KaAHHH, OH caeaHn
Kouyiomne xapaBaHu

B npocTpaHcTBe GpOLIEHHBIX CBETHA,
Korna on BepHa H NI106HA...

XnonHysna nsepb, Kak BbicTpea. Bopsascsi Anapeiika, Bbhinajiui:

— Hemup! uayTh!

Y 6a6ymku yxBaT M3 PyK BbINaJ, OTYETJIHBO 3BSKHYB 06 mnoJ. Maifika
3a)ajia poT JaJOWKOH, TOYHO 3aKpHuaTh NoGossach.

— Muxeit ¢ 6epaaHom 3afiueB HCKaJ, — TapaTopHsa AHapefka.

— 51 kak yuyun gokJjanpbiBath? — npepBaJ JKapkos.

— Ta pBa Bo3a, — npoHsHec AHApefika, HeNOBOJbHbIA Te€M, 4YTO €ro
nepeGuyH. — Hemubl Ta nmosuuan. — EMy Heo6XOAHMO OblIO BHITOBOPHTbCH,
H OH OMATHb 3aBejcA: — BoHbl necHH ropaaHaT. BHH K nmouys, Tall H MaxHyJ
Ha JbIXKaXx.

B6exan nen ®enop.

— O, ue sauxo! IIpo6GuiHKy Tpe6a. ¥ 6aHi0 Tpeba.

— To-T0-T0, — pemHTeNIbHO OCTaHOBHJA ero 6a6yuka XpHucra. — Ta BHH
e XxBOpH. A Hy, reThb OTclofa! — NPHKPHKHYJA oHAa Ha Maiiky.

— I'naHb, X BKe BHAHO, — BCTABHJ Jef.

— Anppeiika, — KkoMangoBaja 6a6ymka. — A Hy, curaii Ha nHub. Onaru
noGoJbiue. 3akHabiBail xJonua, sakuabiBail.

He ycnen )XapkoB ONOMHHTBCA, KAK Ha Hero yxe HaBaJHJIH KaKHX-TO
TPANOK H Of€XIbl, a pAAOM, NpAMO B wiy6efike, YJIOXKHIH MaabuHwKy. YKap-
KOB JieXaJl 3aKpbiThlH ¢ roJIoBoil, enle HHYero He coo6paxas. PsinoM apoxana
HenyranHblii AHapeiika.

— JlaabKko KpacHoa-apMeel, MeHe JHX-XOMaHHTb, — MPOILUENTaJ OH.

— JHepxHuch, — ycnokouan )Kapkos, a cam noaymana: «Bor ato na! Bor
sto BaHN! 1 Xk ckoBaHHbii. §I X Temepb MO pykaM H HOraM CKOBaHHbIH! —
On gyman Tak, a caM MaUIHHAJAbHO NPHKPbIBAaJ rpylab TpsinbeM. — [1aBHOe,
4yToOHl He YyBHIeJaH, 4To6 rpaHaTy He 3aMmeTHJIH. BolHecyT, a A Ha yaHue
H JEpHY 3a KOJbLO... A 3HaMf? — yXKacHyJcA OH. — A K HMUM nonajger —
Jydqiue?»
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PeweHne 6bI0 MPHHSATO, H OH YCNMOKOHJICS, €CJIH, KOHEYHO, MOXKHO Ha-
3BaTh MOKOEM TO BeJIHUaHIllee HAMpsiXKeHHe, B KOTOPOM OH HaXOJHMJCS.

JKapkoB Jexan He ABHrasicb H CJblIIaJ Bce, YTO NMPOHCXOAMJIO B JOME.
Ba6ymka no-mpeHeMy cTyuyaja YyXBaTaMH H OZHOBPEMEHHO HaKa3blBa-
Jaa geny:

— IlepBauy no6ynb... [lena#i, ik KaxXyTb.

KTto-To mpuxoaua, n 6a6yumka menTanacb ¢ HHM B CEHSIX.

[Morom oHa mpuGauKasach K neyn H ob6pauwiatach K Anjpefike:

— He tpacuce. Boxe nomoxer.

K )KapkoBy ona He o6pauianach, BepOSITHO, HajesJlacb HA ero conajxat-
CKYIO BbIAEDPKKY.

OxupaHue TAHyJOCb GeckoHeuHo. JKapKoBy 6blIO apko H aymHO. OH
Becb MOKPBUICA JIMIKHM TNOTOM, H MPOKJSITOE MepbIIIKO BHOBb CTAJO MNOLA-
panbiBaTh B I'PYAH, BbI3bIBAsA KallleJb.

XoTsl OH H OXKHZAJ NMPHXOAA HEJPYroB, HO BOPBAJIHCb OHH HEOXKHIAHHO.
Jsepp 6yATO BHXpPEM PBaHYJaO0. DTO OHH HOraMH ee IMHGAHYJH.

— Ilpoxopute, rocnoguH yHTep, — ycablman )KapkoB 3aHCKHBaIOUIHH
roJioc.

— U T0, M TO, — nogxsaTHsa Gabymka XpHCTS.

H To, uTo OHa noaxBaTHJNa CJOBAa MOJIHLAS H TOXE 3aroBOpPHJA BpOAe
3auckuBaiomle, pesanyno )KapkoBa mno cepauy. OH ToTY4ac HAacTPOHJICS NPO-
THB 6a6kH. OH CO3HaBaJ, UTO HHaue OHAa HE MOXET, YTO HeJaeT 3TO DajH
Hero, HO B Jyllle He MOI MHPHTbCA C 3THM 3aHCKHBaHHEM Nepex BParoM.
Ero 6b Bosisi, Bcafin Gbl Bclo 0GOMMYy B 3TOro ¢pHua, B 3THX mpepaTteded.
Ho ou 6bln1 cKoBaH, psiAOM, JpPOXKa BCEM TEJOM, Ji€XKaJ MajbyHLIKA, a MPH
HeMm, )Kapkose, 3Hamsl.

— Moxe, no yapke 3 MOpo3y? — cnpocHsa 6ab6ka ewe 6oJee JbCTHBO H,
He NOXHAAsICb OTBeTa, KPHKHyJa: — [Iua, uéro Tol 3acupeBcsi? [lpunnmai
rocTeii.

BeposiTHo, nea nosiBwjicA ¢ GYThUIbIO, MOTOMY YTO NOJHLUAH OXHBHJHCD,
a HeMell BOCKJIHKHYJI:

— O, mHanc!

«[len xoTb MOJIUHT», — og06pHA )KapKoB H euie GoJibiie HaMPATcs, BCAY-
IIHBASICb B TO, YTO NMPOHCXOAHT B H3Ge.

INosnuan nuaum M 3akycelBaJH, NOXpycThiBasi orypuaMH. Ba6ka u nmen
monuanau. A na JKapkosa uanas kawejb. OH ejle CHEPXKHBAJICA, CXBATHJ
ce6s1 3a ropJio, 3aCyHyJl B POT KaKylOo-TO TPAMNKY, KaK KJSAMN, H TAXKeJO0 AblIaJ
HOCOM, 605iCb OJHOr0 — YTOGHI He YCJIbIIIAJIH €ro TSXKeJOoro JAblXaHHS.

— Hy, Bot udro, — noneccsi HarioBaTblf H XPHIJILIA TOJOC, OYE€BHIHO
ToJIMaua-nosuuasa. — JXHBHOCTb HMeeTCs1?

— Ta HH-n, — oTBeTHNa Gabka, HY, coBceM Kak Jluca [laTpukeeBHa
H3 H3BECTHOH cKa3kH. — Toro pasy B3sJbL

— Tanagu. TocnoguH yHTep He JIOGHT, KOrjia CKpbIBAIOT.

— OHH BeJIAT MOpPOTb, a He TO CKeub, — MOAXBATHJ MEPBHIH, 3aHCKH-
BAIOWIMA roJioc.

— 3pasymHaa, — noaTBepausaa Ga6ka. — MoxeTe mykaTh.

— Hy a noaunb? IepMaHHH paGOTHHKH HYXKHBI.

— Ta wuema. §I, auap Ta x/soNuMK MaJjbif... A Bbl KywTyiiTe, Kym-
Ty#Te.

JKapkoB yxe nHenaBuzen 6a6ky. Tak oHa pacmHHajach mMepejl Bparam,
tak yromana. Y ecau 6bl He MasbuuilKa, He KeX ¢ 6a6Koi, ecau Obl He 3HaA-
Msl, BCKOUHJ Obl OH, cagaHyJs 6bl rpaHaToH.
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— A IIMOTKH? — mBITan Bce TOT XKe Harblit roJoc.

— Slku wMoTKH? Mb! Xk GUAHBL JIOAH.

[Tonnuan — 6b10 cabitno — npouwid no u36e. IIpockpHnesd NOAOBHIbI
noj HX HOTaMH.

— A Ha neys 46ro? — NOBLICHJ TOJOC TOJIMAU-MOJHUA.

Jlen xpsikHyJ, a 6a6ka He pacTrepsiiach.

— Ta xnonusk... 3aXxBOpaB BHH, — €€ rOJIOC CTaJ MJaKcuBbil. — Moxe,
JUXOMAaHKa, a MOXe, THO.

— Tudyc! — BOCKIHKHYJ HEMEL H XJIOMHYJ ABEPbLIO.

[Toanpay ycTpeMHJIHCh 33 HHM, a TOJAMady yxKe OT MOpora npeaynpesH:

— Tasau. Xvarpa 60JbHO.

Hekoropoe Bpemst Bce Mosiua/iH, a nOoToM 3amJjakaa Auppeiika.

— Hy, yoro TeI? — JackoBo cnpocuia 6a6yuka.

— Mokpaii s.

— Tlorepnu. YhayTr, Ha neuyH o6GcoxHewb. lle Huyoro, Huuyoro, GyBae.

JKapkos, eile He Beps B 4y[0, BbIAEPHYJ H30 PTa TPANKY ¥ BAOXHYJ MOJ-
HoH rpyabio. Ceiiuac oH 6bla1 roTOB pacuesoBatbh 6a6ymxy. Ho B H36e 6blio
THx0. Bce 3ataunuch, Bce BeaywmuBagaucb. Y He 3ps. B ceHsax onATb 3amyme-
J0. )KapKoB efBa ycnes HaKpHITbCSl, IPHKPBITh TPyAb TPANKOM.

— bpewewb TyT, — 3aBopuan toamau-nosuuad (JKapkoB ToTuac y3suaa
ero no rojocy). — Uytb xary He cnaauau. Tud, Tao.

— Ta a1 x He 3naw. Moxe, u He THd.

— Moxe, moxe. [laBaii camoron... U rasaan...

— I saxyio, go6poiii yenopuue. Iskyio.

Ona, BHAHO, XOTeJa MOLEJOBATb €ro pyky. TosMau-nosHuafd npHu-
KPHKHYJI:

— DByxae, aypa-6a6a, — u XJONHYJ ABEpbIO.

HA OIOHEK

— A rae Maiika? — nocse goaro# nayssl npouwenrtan )KapKos.

— CxoBaJsacbh, — TaK e IIENOTOM OTBeTHJaa 6abyuika XpHcTs.

— BoHbl y na3Hu, — npoxpunea aen Penop, TOYHO y HEro BApYr mepe-
XBaTWIO ropJyo. — ¥ Hawmeii. Boubl ¢ Muxefikoii... Tam, ge Thl xoBaBcHl.

— Oii, aumeHbKo! — B3foxHysNa 6a6yuika.

Boabuie nuyero ne ropopuau. YKpanau. [ABaxas gex Penop npoxkpambi-
BaJicsl B CEHH M BO3BpalAJICS HH C YeM.

— Tapbl ewe B cede.

Ba6ywka noaxoauaa k meud, yremana Aunapeilky. Oaun pas o6partuiaach
K JKapkoBy:

— Huuero, AMutpo. Bece 6yne no6pe.

Hspanu nocabimanca nnau. Jlen KuHyJcs ObLIO K JABEPH.

— To-10, — ocranoBuna 6a6ka. — To Mo6yTh KoBanuxa. KoBaauxy e
TOAH MbITAJHCH YBE3THI.

3anaxyio ropesbiM.

— TIlansTb, — BCIOMOWIHJICH [En.

— Ta uu, — ycnokousna 6a6ymka, 6pocasicb Kk neud. — Ile xau6 mox-
ropuB. To HHYOrO, CBEAMMO.

MumMo okouwiek KTO-To npoGexasn. 3acKpHNesa CHer.

Jlen Bckouus B ceHH. Uepe3 HECKOJBKO CEKYHJ BEpHYJCH.
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— 3 x kasas... UBaHHXHHY XaTy MHANAJHJBL.

— HBauHxu X Hema,

— To u nuananusbl... Tl yero crouwb? Thl 110, HA CENbXO3BLICTABLH? —
3aKpHuaj OH Ha 6a6ky. — [13 Buapo? I3 somaka?

— Tot yero?! BoHHl x...

— DBoHbI BTEKJHI, HIe 33CBHTJO MNOHXAJbI.

Hacrynuin paHHue 3uMHHe cyMepkdH. Temepb mnoxap YyBCTBOBAJCA B
n3be; sipKue BCMOJIOXH, TeMHble TEHH, CMeHSAA APYr APYra, MeTaJjiHCh MO CTe-
HaM H NOTOJKY: AHapefika nmoa wymok y6exan. B n36e naxogunnco 6a6yuw-
Ka XpHcrsa H )KapkoB. Ba6ymka o6repna )KapkoBa Mokpo#l TpsimHieH, Ha-
nouna, Hakopmusaa. O6a He pasroBapHBaJjH, BCe elle MepexHBaJH MOTpsce-
HHE 3TOro MHS.

Heckoabko pas BGeran gen, AeJIOBHTO JOKJIaAbIBaJ:

— Bces po6po Boinecanl. [To xatam pastsaribl. 31 HakasaB, mo6 creperJnl.

— Amnppeiiko 13? — crnpocuaa 6a6ymika.

— Mabytb tam. XnonsaTra kpytatca. A ta GanamyTtka Ta Muxeit gomo-
MOTaI0Th.

Maifika mnpuuuia 3aTeMHO, BMecte ¢ AHApefikodl, 3aroBopuna G6buio,
nensich MepenoNHABLUIHMH ee BHeuaTJeHHSAMH.

— He nokorb,, He nokotol. MoBuH, — o6opBana ee GaGymka XpHCTS.

Jlersn, He 3axuras cBera. Ot6GJjeckH noxapa ocBewanH H36y. Anble
BCMOJIOXH TO HaJieTajiH, TO HCYe3aJsiH, KAK HeBHAHMbIe MTHILBI,

Bce Bpope ycmynn. A )Kapkos ewme nepexupan. CpesH Bcero mnpoyero
€ro 03aJaywjio NOoBeJeHHe TOoJIMaua-noauuas. «[louemy OH mocouyBcTBOBaJ,
OTIOBODHJI MOAXKHTaTbh AOM, NepeHec OroHb Ha coceaHH#, nycroii? OTtuero oH
BbiroBapuBan 6a6Ke 3a omacHble cjoBa? [louemy B TO ke BpeMms ckasadj
«xHTpa GoabHo»? O ueM-to porapanca? Yro-ro mousa? 3acrynuiacs?
Ho oH xe c HemuamH, oH — mpegarteab. [a, na, rauaa, — 3akaouna YKap-
koB. Ha 3TOT cyer y Hero Gbina TBepaas MO3HUMA: Jydlile CMEPTb, YeM Mpe-
JAaTeJbCcTBO, Jyyiue myast B Jio6, uem mieH. — M ecan tak cayuynrcs, — oH
HEBOJIbHO MOTSHYJCS K MHCTOJIETY, HO TOT4Yac OCTaHOBHJ ceb6si. — Ho g xe...
Mgue xe Heo6XOAHMO BLIKHTb, 3HAMSI CHACTH».

J)KapkoB mnpocyHyn pyky mnopa rHMHacTepky, noraagHa 6apxar. Ycmo-
KoujicsA. 3azgpeman.

JKapkoBa pa36ynna peakuii ctyk. Co cHa eMy NMOKa3aJjiocb — YTO-TO yna-
Jo B ceHsix. Ho TyT ke oH gorapascs, uto 310 He Tak. CTyK NMOBTOpPHJCH.
Kosornan Horoii B aBepb. )KapkoB MalHHAJAbHO CXBATHJCS 3@ NMHCTOJIET H
XOTeJsl Mo3BaTh 6aGylIKy, HO OHA YXe MOSIBHJAch Ha KYyXHe.

— Hap po mene, Anapuitko. Mosud. Huyoro, HHyoro.

OHa cHOBa MOACAAHNA MOJYCOHHOro AHApeAKy Ha meyb, a Jefa, GpPOCHB-
werocs GbLIO K ABepPH, MpHAepXKana:

— Tloroan... laBai omexny.

B nBepb mpoposikainH HaCTOAYHBO KOJIOTHTD.

— XTO 1e TaM? — XpHIIO cnpocka aef Penop, kKoraa sce NMPHroToBJe-
HHA GblIH 3aKOHYeHbl H 6a6Ka pa3pelinsa eMy BHIATH B CeHH.

— Jla s xe, Kopanuxa. C6exaBun s, — NOCABIANCS CJIE3NUBbIA r0J0C.

— O rocnogn! — BHIpBaJiOCh Y 6a6ymim. — Ot n1HXOMaHKa, BCHX Nepe-
MOJIOLIHJA.

JKapkos, Gosnee He omacasicb, NPHOTKPbII JIHLO H CMOTpPeJs Ha BO-
wmeamylo. ..
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KoBaJsiHxa, Kak cTynHjia Ha NOpor, TaKk H O6MSIKJa, ONMYCTHJAachb MPSIMO
Ha MoJ.

— Hcenutb patire.

Orns He 3axwuraau. Bcnosoxos oT moxapa He 6bl10 BHAHO. OT6JECKH OT
CHera 3a OKOIIKOM JaBaJjH cBeT. MOXHO GbIO pa3jiMUHTL Ijasa, BCe ee
nsixeHHd. [lo 6necky rsias, no gBrxkeHHAM )KapKOB MOHsI: XKeHIIHHA ellle
HecTapasi, Kpenkasi, moJjHasi CHJ.

— Hnuubéro, Hauéro, — yremana ee 6abyiika, a camMa Maxajga geay —
JeckaTb, yxoaH, 6e3 1e6sa cnpasJloch.

Jlen KpAKHYA 141 TOPAOCTH H CKPbIACA B ropHHue. Ba6yiika yJaoxHaa
KoBasHxy Ha JaBKy mojJjie meyH, caMa MOCTOsJia, MOJAyMaJjia, BHIHO peuias,
Kak 6biTb ¢ AHApeHKoil.

— To Tak n 6yme, — npousHecsa OHa sIBHO aJjsi )KapkoBa, MOTOMY uTO
Anppefika crian, caako nMocanbiBas.

J)KapxoBy xotesoch moroBopHTb ¢ 3Toi KoBaanxo#, KoTopas mposiBHia
NPAMO-TAaKH COMJATCKYIO HaXOAUYHBOCTb H CMEJOCTh, CyMeJia c6eXXaTbh OT HeM-
e, o6MaHyJia HX, HO OH MIOHHMAJI, YTO 3TOTrO [eJaTh HeJb3f, TeM GoJee UTO
cama KoBasanxa BcKOpe ycHyJia H JIHIIb [OCTaHbIBaJia BO CHe.

«¥ Kaxjporo cBoe», — 3akjioynsa )KapKoB H, B3JJOXHYB CA€PXXaHHO, NPH-
Ka3aJ cebe: cnath!

Ho mocnath B 3Ty HOub eMy He MPHLLIOCh. TOJBKO OH NMONpaBHJ HOTY,
pacmpaBHJCA Becb, MPOALIINAJACA H MPHKPHII [VIa3a, pas3faJjicsi OTUETHHBLIH
CTYK B OKOILIKO, KaK CHHHL2 KJIOBHKOM.

— Hy, wo ue 3a nnxo, 3a HanacThb fiIKacb, — 3aBopuaja 6a6ymka XpH-
CTHl, NOSIBJASIACH B KYXHeE.

OHa, BepHO, 3aMeTH/Ia KOro-TO, GLICTPO MpPOLIENTaJna:

— JmMHTpO, cKOpe#l XoBafcs.

CTYK KJIOBMKOM IIOBTOPHJICS.

— W u4bro? — Bmosrosoca cnpocuia 6aGymika.

— CpoH. 3ameps, — AOHECCSA NMPOCTYXKEHHBIH TroJoc.

CHoBa, Kak 1m0 OTpaGoTaHHOH NporpaMme, MOKasajcs [el, MOKPAXTe,
NOANEPHY/ MOALITAHHHKH H BbIIle] B CEHH.

BepHysicsi OH uepe3 HECKOJIbKO CEKYHI B COMPOBOXAEHHH NMPH3EMHCTOTO
myxHka (KoBannxa yxe cHiuena Ha saBke. AHapeiika cnan. )KapkoB ¢ ro-
JIOBOH YKPBUICA TPANKaMH).

— Hapuusiite, — onpaBabiBajcs MyxHK. — lllen Ha oroHek, a mokyzna
nobpes, OrOHb-TO H Morac.

— PacTarasl, TO HCTb MOTYUIHJH, — OGBACHHA Ae.

— ToixeceHbKO, XJOMUHK MaJibli, — monpocH/aa 6abymKka XpHCTA.

— Ha, na, — oro3Bajcsa MyxHK. — Ewme pas uspuusiite. $I ororpeioch
H yH#ay.

Ero ToH BHI3LIBaJ1 1OBepHe H PaclosioOXKeHHe,

— A Moxe, 6yab60ukn? — mpeanoxnia 6a6ymka XpHCTA.

— 310 6 MOXKHO.

[loka oHa gocTaBajsa H3 neuH H norpe6Ka KapTOILKY, OTYPUHKH, XJe6,
MOKa HaKpbIBaJja, BCce MOJYaJiH.

JKapkoB myuascs BompocoMm: «Kto 6b 3T0? CBO#-TO — CBOH, HO... H TOT
TOJIMAY-NOJHLAHd — CBOH...».

J)KapkoB He BHAeJ, KaK eJ MYXHK, TOJIbKO CJYIaJ, KaK OH MOXPYCThiBaeT
YeJIIOCTSIMH, 3HAUHT, TFOJIOJeH, H 3TO 4YyTb-uyTh ycmokonso Kapkoaa. «[lo-
Juuai HaxpaJscs Obl. [losHual rosogHbIM Gbl HE MPHLIEJ».

— A 4TO CAYUHSIOCH-TO? —3aMOPHB UEPBSIUKa, CIPOCHI MYXKHK. [OBOpHA
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OH, cJIerKa MPHOKHBAadA, H 3TO TOXe pacnoJarano k aemy )Kapkosa. — [lox-
JKer KTO HJH Kak?

— BoHo... 3T0T... — Aen mbiTajcss NOAOGPaTh CAOBaA.

— Tlloaunuan, tpeknsith! — BcTaBHJaa GaGymka.

— 3HauHT, TaK, — CMeJI0O M TOJKOBO 3aropopuja Kopanuxa. — §I HXHH
poxH Gaunsa. 51 ¢ HuMH exana. IIBoe caHefi. CeMb moJiHIaeB, ABa HeMUY-
PHILKH,

JKapxkoBy Bce Gosbue HpaBuaach 3Ta KoBaauxa. [Ipsimo Goeu, H nokna-
abiBaer TouHo. M TyT oH mogyman: «A AJs uyero 3TOT MYMXKHK HHTepe-
cyercsi?..»

Mbicab nepe6ua nes Pegop co CcBOHMH BEYHbBIMH BONPOCAMH:

— A BoHO... 3T0... ragal... F'HT/iiepaus HHKOJB HaWHX He NOGOPIOTH.

Hen, oueBHAHO, CaM HAMyrajcsi CBOHX CJIOB, OCEKCHl.

Monuanune aannoco poaro. HakoHen MyXHK OTBETHJ:

— S ¢ Bamu BnoanHe connaaped. — OH eule MpomoJauya] H CKasaj AOBe-
pHTenbHo: — Bot uyrto nonpowy... [lopora Ha 3TH [lpsabusi...

— Ta INanbub, — nonpasuna 6a6yka.

— Hy na. Oana, cnpawnsaio?

— Ta BoHO TOYHO, BOHA OJHA, — MOBBLICHJ FOJIOC Jell, BBIrOpaXKHBasi CBOe
NpaBo PasroBapHBaTb O MYXKCKHX [AeJaXx.

— A ciopa 6oa0Ta, — MYXHK, BHAHMO, MOKa3aJ pPYKOH HampaBJjieHHe.

— TpacoBHHa, — noaTBepaHa AeA. — B 3HMKY HH4Oro, a JHTOM Kpalie B
MOKPOCTYHax.

— A orcioga? — BLHICTIPAUIHBAJ MYXHK.

JKapkoBy Tenepb 6blJl0 MOYTH AICHO, YTO 3TO CBOH 4eJOBEK, TOT, KTO eMy
ceflyac HY>K€H, 4TO OH MpHIIeN B Pas3BeAKy H Hajxo Gbl 3aroBOPHTb C HHM.
JKapkos yxe mpHBcTaa Ha pykax, uTo6bl CKa3aTb cJOBO, HO TYT MOAyMaJa
0 3HaMeHH: «A uTO KaK Her? A 4TO Kak 0GOpPOTeHb?»

H on omycTHics H 3aTauics CHOBa.

— He Kypumb, aea? — COpOCHA MYXHK.

— Ta BoHo...

— JlaBa#i no uurapke Ha MpoLIAHbe,

[Taxnyno ra6aunbiM abiMoM, H JKapKoB OmsiTb CXBaTHJACA 3a ropJo,
HayaJl pacTHpaTb ero, yro6bl y6paTb NPOKJATOE, MOSIBHBIIEECH BHOBb «Ie-
PHILLKO».

— Tlayxoe y Bac Mecto, — NpoH3HeC MYXKHK HOCJE Mayabl,

— Mabytb, — noareepaua nef. — MBI TYTOLIHH, TaK BOHO...

— TyT H cnpaTaTbcsi MOXHO, — MPOAOAKAJ MYKHK.

Ha 3to nen He orBeTHJ, 3aKalIs/CA NPHTBOPHO, GYATO 3aTAHYJACA Tay-
6OKO Ja He pacCcuHTaJ 3aTsXKKH.

— Ma6yTb Gopity HaaHTb? — BCTpssia 6abyluka.

— CnacH60o, — 0TKasaJjicst MYXHK H MPOAOAXKaJA THYTb cBoe: — I K TO-
my... Ha Bcsxkuit cnyuaii. He nporonunTe, exenH uyero?

HeoxuganHo B pasroBop BMemajacb KopanHxa.

— Ko wmHe 3axopbre... 51 3a TpH moma oTcega... DTO CeAHH TYT... Tak,
no cayua’lo.

MyxHuK, BHIHO, YyCMeXHyACA.

— Hy, kK Te6e — 3T0 Apyroil pasroBop. ITO TOKE MOXKHO.

— Ha ny-y, — cmytuiaacb Koaauxa. — §I cypbesHo.

— A ThHl, Bpoae, H He 3JelUHAA?

— C Poccun npHexaBmH. TpH roga yx.

— Ara, — cJa0BHO yTBepaHA MYyXHK. — Takue nena.
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On, BepHO, moaHsICS.

— Ilopa mue. Cnacu6o 3a Bce. — M nowen. B aBepsAx ocraHOBHJCA. —
Ha, Bor uro. Coserckas Bjactb He yuwia, OHa orcrynuaa. BpemeHHo.
B Buay BeposoMcrBa (pawmucToB... D10 A K TOMY, 4T06 3HAJH.

— Tak, Tak, — noamakHyjaa Gabywka. — DT0 Ha [JOPOXKKY Tebe... —
H Bapyr npukpukHyaa Ha aeaa: — A Thl Kynbl 36Hpaeuibcs?

— 3ab6ys... Boro#b... To HCTb YroJIbKOB.

— JlaBail BO 4TO, 51 HAaco6HPaIO, — HPEAJOXKHI MYKHK.

— Or askyo, OT ASIKYI0, — pellHTeNbHO BMemaJjach 6abyiika XpHCTH,
IJIaBHBIM 06pasoM I TOro, 4ToGbl yaepXaTb Aela OT OnacHOro BbIXOAA.

ITpowno Kakoe-T0 BpeMs, MOTOM Pa3najcs CTYK.

Jlen BLICKOYMJI B CEHH.

A norom )Kapkos ycabimaa rosoca. Ilon okoukoM pasroBapHBajiH ABOe.

«Hy, T04HO, TOUHO — CBOH», — NMOBTOPSI1 OH B OTUAsfHHH, TFOTOBLI 3a-
KpHYaTb, BbICTPEJIHTb, GpocHTbcsi UM Beaen. M on uro-HuGyab aa caenad,
ecid Obl Mor, ecqH 6bl Gb1 OJHH, eclqH Obl He 3HaMs, Jexallee Ha ero

rpyau.

JECAHT

— A 3Haere, ToBapum )Kapkos, Kakoit 1 cOH Bumena? — cKasaja Maii-
Ka, eBa NOSBHBIIHCb B JIOME,

[Tocne 3THX HHTPHrYIOWIHX CJOB OHA MOAHAJNACh HA Meub,cea NMOYHA06-
Hee H KaK-TO CTPAaHHO Ha Hero MOCMOTpeJa: B3rJsHYJa H OTBeja rjasa.
O6biuHO OHA ria3 He OTBOAMJIA, CMOTPENa UyTb JIH HE B yNOp.

— MtHe npHcHHaOCb, — Mailika noHusuna rojoc, — 6yaro Ham Opa
XKHB, TOJbKO BOT TaK e, KaK Bbl, Fle-HHOYAb cpeldH HAWHX JwoaeH, paHeH
HJIH GOJieH.

— Bnoaxe Bo3moxHO, — coraacuics YKapkos.

— A eute MoXeT 6biTb, — NpoaOAKana Maiika, — 4yTO OH B mapTH3aHaX,
B Thly Boler. Ectb xe rakue?

— Ecrb, — noareepana )KapkoB H TOT4ac BCOOMHHJI HOYHOH OpHXOA H
MY}KHKA C MPOCTYXEHHBIM TOJIOCOM.

Maijika onaTb cTpebHyJa B3rJsAJOM H BbINAJAHIA HEOXHIAHHO, Kak
o6oxraa:

— A 51 Bce 0 Bac pacckasaJja.

Y )KapxoBa nepecox/io B ropJe.

— Komy? Uro Bce? — BbIAABHJ OH.

— Hy, aTuM... napTH3aHaM, 4TO NPHXOLHJIH HOYbBIO.

— Otkyza TH 3Haellb, YTO OHH MAPTH3aHbI?

— Ilapenb rosopua. — Tenepp oHa cmoTpena Ha )KapkoBa LIHPOKHMH,
BOCTOPXKEHHO-pPaAOCTHbIMH riasaMH. — OH MHe KOMCOMOJIbCKHH GHJleT mokKa-
abiBan. Tam ero ¢ororpadus, a 1 emy cBOi mokasaza.

Ouwesomnennblii )Kapkos moauan.

— A yro Kacaercs Bac, — Hactynaja Maiika, — To Bbl XK€ CaMH, TOBa-
puin )KapkoB, cOOGLIH/H, UTO BHINOJIHAETE 0cOG0E 3ajaHHe.

— Korpa 310 1 cO06HA? — pelInTeNIbHO BO3Pa3HJ OH.

— Hy, korna Gosenu, B Gpeny.

J)KapkoB MaxHyJ pyKo# H OTBepHYJCHA K CTeHe.

— TIlnoxoit s 6oeu.
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— He nosepsiete? — rosioc y Maiiku aAporuya. — A BOT OHH TOBEpHJIH.
Sl Tenepb Ha HHX paGoraThb Gydy, B pa3BedKy XOAUTb Gydy.

XXapkoB He mopmepkan pasroBopa, H Maiika, MOCHAeB eule HEMHOTO,
HCuesJa.

[ToTsiHy/nCh TPyAHblE AHH H HOUH OXKHAAHHS H TPEBOT.

Ha Ttperblo HOUb K HHM ONATb MOCTYyYaJH, KAK CHHHUKA KJIOBHKOM IO
CTEKJTY.

— CBOH, — MOCJBIWAJCH TPOCTYKEHHBIH TOJOC.

— Bonbl, — nea naxe He 06yJcsl, 3aCTyuyaJ [0 NOJYy GOCHIMH MSTKAMH,
TOPOMNSACh OTKPHITH ABEPbD.

— TIloroap, — ocraHoBuaa ero 6a6ywmka. — Hy, uoro?

— Ta xayTb.

— Hy u xa# nnpoxayTtb.

OHa nojgouuia K OKHY, JOJrO BIVISIABIBAJAACh, MPH3HAJA.

Ha 3toT pas B u36y Bomuin asoe.

— Toabko monuThb, — cKa3aJ MPOCTYXKEHHBIH roJoc.

OH monua, KpsKHYJ, mepenaj Kpy»XKKYy ToBapuumly. TOT NMONHJA H TOXKe
KPAKHYJI.

~— Bpemenu Het. Bauxke K Aeay, — Hayasg npocTyXeHHbii rojoc. — Ham
H3BECTHO, YTO Bbl COBEPUIHJH FepOHUECKHH MOABHT, YKPBIIH paHeHOro GoHuna
Kpacuo#t Apmuu, 3a uro ot Bceli KpacHoii ApMHH BamM orpomHoe cnacHGo.
A 6oiia TOro Mbl AOJKHBI B3ATb C COGOH.

Ba6ymka nbitasach BO3pa3HTb, MYXKHK He MO3BOJIHJI.

— He 6oi#recs, 6a6yca. Mnl Toxe KpacHasa Apmus.

— Ta BHH wWe XBOpHIi.

— PaHenblit 1, — He yaepxkanca YKapkos.

— O! — BOCKJHKHYJO ABa roJjioca, H uepes cekyHay )Xapkos yBume,n apa
MOJIOABIX MbIINYIIHX MOPO3IeM JHIA. — 310pOBO, APYT.

— BoHo To... TO npaBaa, — pemnUTeNbHO BMemaJdcA AeA. — BuH cam He
MOX€, MOPAaHEHHbIH BHH Y HOTY U Yy TpyAb.

IlapHH cnycTHJHCH Ha 1O/, O YEM-TO MOCOBENIAJHNCD.

— A rpaHaTy-TO Thl Ham mepenai, — MOMPOCHJ MPOCTYKEHHBIA, BHOBb
nospjssch nepen )XKapkopbim.

— He-e, — otkasanca JKapkoB. — Y MeHA... y MeHA... — OH HCKal
XHTPOro cJjoBa. — Y MeHsA naker! — Bbinajsua oH rpomko. — Oco6oe 3a-
ZaHHe,

Jrto y6enuao mapheil. Boablue 0 rpaHaTe He CnpalllHBaJIH.

— Hpo6biHKy Tpeba, — MpeasoXHI ne.

— ¥ uac noaBoaa.

— Hu-H, He MOXHO Tak.

Hen kyaa-to c6eraJ, npHHEC yKe 3HAKOMYIO )KapKOBY JieceHKY.

C nomoupio napueit )KapkoBa CIyCTHJH Ha 10J, MPHMOCTHJIH Ha HUMIpPO-
BH3HPOBAHHbIe HOCHJIKH.

Korpa ero BbiHec/aH Ha Bo3znyX, )KapkoB 3axJieGHyJicA, ONbsiHeJa, MOYYB-
CTBOBaJ roJioBOKpyxeuHe. OulyumeHHe GbUIO TakKoe, GYATO OH BEPHYJCHA C
IpYyro# mnJjaHeThl.

Tak naBHO OH He BHAEJ H HE YYBCTBOBAJ KaX[0H KJETOUYKOH 3Ty Gesu3iy,
3TOT CHer, AOMa MojA OejibiIMH MOKPbIBajJlaMH, A€PeBbsl MOJ] NYLIHCTbIMH Ha-
kuakamu. U He6o, XOTA M 6bLIO MOKPHITO 06JAaKaMH, BCe PaBHO Ka3aJoch
BHICOKHM H G€CKOHEYHbIM.

Iloka on mpuxoausn B ce6Gs, CaHH Yy¥Ke TPOHYJHCb, CKPHIIHYB Ha [O-
BOpOTE.
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— Croiite, — nonpocun )KapkoB. — CToHTe, — MOBTOPHJ OH.

— Hy uero? HesnioBKO yJOKHAH? — CIPOCHJT NPOCTYKEHHBIH,

— Ocranosurecs, Tenepps nosoBute 6abymky u aena. Hago, — Hacran-
Bas )Kapkos. — [lo meny Hano.

OnmnH M3 napHei, THXO PYrHYBHIMCh, mo6exaj K aomy. Bckope oH mo-
fIBUJICA B CONMPOBOXAeHHH 6abywkH Xpucth n nena depopa.

— Jen, uau-ka pocraHb, — npHkasan )Kapkos.

— Ta BoHo...

— [Jocranb... 310 BaxHO!

Hen nouecan Gopony, HO momieJ.

— A Bam, 6a6yuika, 3a Bce Goabuioe cnack6o. Boeek He 3a6yny.

— Xait Goxe Te6Ge Gepexke, — CTapyxa HAKJIOHHJACh, NMEPEKpPECTHJA €ro
H mouesoBajia XONOAHBIMH ryOaMH.

IMocapimanock Jerkoe no3BsIKHBaHHe: e/l TAHYJ 3a co6O# CBOIO HOWIY MO
cHery. 310 GBLIH «AerTsipb» JKapkoBa W aBTOMAT.

— Ilomorute, — nonpocua )Kapkos.

IlpocTykeHHBIl KHHYJICA HAa MOMOULb AeNy.

[1puHAB HOWY, 3aBePHYTYI0 B TPsnbe, elle pa3 MONPOLIAJHCH CO CTapH-
KaMH H TPOHYJHCb B MYTb.

— A TH napeHb npaBHJBHLIA, — OZOGPHA NPOCTYKEHHBIH, KOrja OHH
OTbeXajii OT JepeBHH, H pPa3BepHYJ TPANbe.

OH cnerka noxjonan )Kapkoa mo mJjeuy.

Hanbwe KapkoB exas, Kak B NMOJYCHe: ApeMaJi, 3aKPhiB I1a3a, BCJAYLIH-
BasiCb B NMOCKPHNMbIBAaHHE NOJIO3beB H HETOPOIVIHBHIH pas3roBop napHe#, Kak
66l oTAansANCA M3 GbiTHA H BHOBb BO3Bpaulajcs K Hemy. Enie Heckoabko pas
CnpalnBaJHi, He xonoaHo jau? TlonpaBiasiin ceHO H ONATH eXaJiH.

JKapkoB BpeMeHaMH OXHBJSJICA H AyMaJ cBolo ayMy: «Kak moctynmursb?
Yro rooputh? — M pewns Hakoneu: — Tak BoT H 6yay, Kak ckKasaa mnap-
HaM. [laker, moa. IIpHKa3aHoO TOJIbKO BhiCIIEMY HayajJbCTBY mNepeiaTh.
A B rpyab paHeH, He Tporaites.

HeoxknaanHo ero TpsIXHYJNO TaK, YTO YAAPHJIO B HOTY H B roJioBe OTAA-
Jocb. )Kapkos OfKHYJI.

— Y, a3Bu ee! — BHipyrajcsa BosHHua. — Kopfira, Tak-pacnporax.

Jlomanenka Ba6pbikuBana. [lapHr pyranuce.

— Cama, xonepa, 3amjyTtajach, a eule cepidiibcs. Tnpy-y! — opad
BO3HHLA.

BTpoeM OHH JlerKO NDHMNOAHAJH CaHH, YCMOKOHJH KOHATY H ONfATh MO-
exaJu.

Tenepp )XapkoBy He gpemanocs. Hora Bapyr crana Goserb, He TO 4TOG
OCTPO, HO HanmoOMHHajaa o cebe,.

[opora mua jecom. H )KapkoBy HeBOJIbHO BCMOMHHJICA TOT CEHTAGPb-
CKHH Jiec.

Penxwe siroasl 0 rHe3io rpu6oB, noa6epe3oBHkoB. CKynHbIH Gepe3oBbIH COK.
M Gepeska, okasaBmas eMy nomoiub. Uro-tro mpHHeceT eMy 3TOT OeJblii,
3HMHHH Jec? Panoctb HiH rope? [1oMoOXKeT WJH noMemiaeT BHINOJHHTD 0c0oGoe
3ajaHue?

Pasmbinnienns npepBajia necHsi He mecHsi — MOTHBYHK Ge3 cjioB. Mypubl-
Kaj nof Hoc Bo3HHUA. ToTyac npocrykeHHbH MOAAEep:KaJ MOTHB:

Kak Ha Yepubiit Epek,
Kax Ha Yepnubiit Epex
Tpaxnyau Tatapnl
Copok TeicAy nowanei.
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[lea oH ene cabliiHO, XpHIJIOBATLIM FOJIOCOM, HO HMEHHO 3TOT roJoc 6bu
KaK HeJlb3sl KCTAaTH, K MECTY, KO BPpEMEHH, K MeECHE.

W nokpuiacs Geper,

H nokpuiaca Geper
CoTHAMH YGHTBIX

H nopy6aenHHx aiopeil.

[lecHio 3amesiu BTpoeM:

Jlio6o, 6paTusl, 1060,
JTio60, 6paTubl, XHTb...

JKapkoB Bcmomuui. [lepen camoll BOHHON 11/1a KAPTHHA C 3THM MOTHBOM.
[MecHio nesl sHameHuThIl akrep Bopuc Uupkos. A B 3aje, cpefiH HNpOUHX JIO-
nei, cunenn oH, Jlunka u ero apyxok Cepera Her6aino. [lecHss kak Obl
MOCTHK TepeKHHY/a K Toifi HepaBHed M Tako# najsekod xusHH. [ne Jluuka?
I'ne Cepera? U k KoMy ero Besyr?

OH paxke xoTeJl CNPOCHTL MapHe#H 06 3TOM, HO OHH TaK caM03ab6BeHHO fe-
JI4, YTO OH He pellHJICs NMpepBaTh NECHIO.

Kyapu mou pychie
Betpn paanecyr.
OuH MOH CHHHE
BopoHbl CKJIOIOT.

Emy 6blIO NPHATHO, YTO MApHH AEpXKAJHChb ¢ HHM TNpPOCTO, Cpa3y MpH-
HAJIH 3a CBoero. A mnoeagka, BHAHO, Gbula AJI1 HHX OGBLIYHBIM [eJoM, GYATO
HOUYHOM Jiec, TYYH HaZ roJIOBOH, THILHHA, HEH3BECTHOCTb — TAK, HTpa, HUKOMY
HHyero He rpo3ut. Ho oH-TO 3HaerT, 10 rpo6a 3amOMHHJ, KAK OHH BOT TaK Xe
6ecneyHo BLILJIH H3 Jleca H HATKHYJIHCb HA aBTOMAaTHbLIA OroHb Bpara.

«MoxeT, OHH rpaxaaHckHe? MoxeT, CTOHT BCe-TakH elne pas mpeaynpe-
IUTb O makere? — KoJie6anca )Kapkos. — Ho nouemy e Torga oHH 6Jaro-
napuiu gepa u 6a6ymky ot umeHun Kpachoii Apmun? Her, — orkasancsa ot
cBoHX HamepeHuil YKapkoB. — OHH TaKue Xe, KakK si: OHH XX MHe MOBEpHJIH,
OTYEro e s HayHy BHIPaxaTb UM Bpoae 6bl HeJOBepHe?»

— 3x, uepT! — npepBaJ mNecHIO npoctyxeHHblfl, — 3a6bl1 Kk KoBasuxe
3acKOuHTb. 3a camoroHko#i. OHa MNOJHLAaeB CNAaWBaja, HAaBEPHO, ellie OCTa-
aock. Ham pokrop mpocua. Ja u Ansi Hero BOT, MOXET, CTOAUTCH, — OH MO-
Kasaj Ha )KapkoBa, OUeBHAHO AYMasl, YTO TOT CIHT.

— He BepraThes ke, — npo6ypuas BO3HHIA.

B oTBeT mpocTyXeHHbI CHOBa 3amnes:

)KHHKa moTOCKyer,
JKHHKa MOTOCKyer,
Buifizer 3a ToBapnuma,
3a6yner npo MeHs.

Bce Tpoe moATAHYJH noueMy-TO OCOGEHHO APYKHO:

)KanKo TONbKO BOJIOLLKY,
Jla wHpoko nosiouxo,
Bypky, Aa waliuky,
Ja 6ysnaHOro KOHA.
Heoxupanuo nowien cHer. OH weKoTas LiekH H Jo6. JKapkoBy npHuLioch
MNOBEPHYThLCS.
— Pa36yauan? — cnpocus npocTyXKeHHbI,
— 41 He cnaJa, — npu3Hajcs )Kapkos.
— Yero-Hn6yab 60auT?
— Her, — yraun )Kapkos.
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IlpocTyXKeHHbIl MOMeNJIH, NPHABHHYJCSH NMOGJHIKe, MOAGOAPHI:

— A Thl He Tywyiics.

— Jla g HHUero.

— A s3ro... — mpowenran npocryxeHHbii. — Hacuer nakera, sepHo?

— Touno, — nocnemno orBetHn JKapkos, 60fick, uTo Majeifilias naysa
BHI30BEeT HeloBepHe. — [lns camoro reHepaJa...

BHresanHo npokpuuan ¢uauH. B HOuHOM THIUHHE 3BYK 3TOT GblJl OTHUETJIHBO
caniwed. EMy oTo3BaJcs Bo3HHIa, 6yaro nepeapasuua ntiny. M tyr )Kapkos
TMOHSI, YTO 3TO HHKAKO#H He QHJIHH, 3TO — YCJOBHBIH 3HaK. 3HAYHT, OHH NOABE3-
xkaioT. OH BHyTpeHHee co6paJicsi, NOArOTOBHJCSH K BCTpeue,

Ho uukakoil BcTpeud He 6b1o. OHH ellle Kyda-TO CBEpPHYJH H TOTYac
OKa3aJHChb B OKPYMeHHH MHorux Jwogeii. Hapoa nosiBHics TouHo H3-mop
semad. Hauasncsi o6MeH MHEHHSIMH H HOBOCTSIMH, KaKHe-TO CBOH PasroBOpHI,
3HayeHusi KoTtopbix )KapkoB He moHuMaJ. [lo Hero AOXOAHJA TOJNBKO OJHA
¢dpasa:

— He noaxoau u He Tporail. OH paHeHbIfl.

Ee npoH3HOCHJ npoOCTYXKEHHBIH.

— He noaxonn H He Tporaii.

Ho aoaH Bce-TakH NOAXOAHJH, CMOTPEJIH Ha Hero ¢ J10GoNnbITcTBOM. B Tem-
HOTe, Ha 6esioM (POHEe OH YETKO BHIEJ HX IJ1a3a H JIHila, NOX0XKHe Ha OJHO JIHLO.
HakoHer, nosiBHJIHCh 1Ba uejlOBeKa, He MpHHaAJexaiuue K 3Tofl Tosnne. OHu
yMeJio, He MPHYHHASA GOJH, NoAHsAAH JKapKoBa H NOHECJH ero AeACTBHTE/bHO
noi 3eMJ0, 3allypiiaja MJiall-naJjarka, H OH OYYTHJCS B IOBOJIBHO BMECTH-
TeJNbHOH 3eMasiHKe. Ero yJaoXuau Ha nepeBsiHHBIE Hapbl, NOKpLIThiE BETKaMH
H CEHOM, CHPOCHJIH, XOUeT JIH OH eCThb, NHTh, ewe yero? Bce, uto Hapo, npH-
HeCJIH, cliesiajii, CKasaJjiu:

— Cnu nokyaa.

l'opena tpodefinas naowmka. [lnamMsi B3gparuBano, H no NOTOJIKY, MOKPHI-
TOMY 6pe3eHTOM, METaJIHCh H3BHJHCTbIe TeHH. PsifomM ¢ )KapKoBLHIM KTO-TO MO-
XpanbiBaj, a y IJIOMIKH OH 3aMeTHJ JpeMJaiollylo ¢Hrypy.

«3HauHuT, YTpOM», — cKasaJg oH ce6e H nocrapaJjcs ycHyTb. Kak HH cTpaH-
HO, 3TO €My YAaJ0Ch NOYTH Cpa3y, BHAHO, MOPO3HbIH, XMeJbHOH BO3AYX cleal
cBoe GJaroe aeJo.

«bOPOJ1A»

JKapkoB npocHy/icl OT OLLYLIEHHS, UTO HA HEero KTO-TO NMPHCTAJNbHO CMOT-
PHT. ITO ouLylIeHHe GbIO HACTONILKO OCSA3aeMbIM, HACTOJNBKO OCTPbIM, UTO OH
TOTYAaC OTKpHUI rJia3a. Ilepea HEHM cTosiiH ABa yejoBeka. ONHH MaJIeHbKHH H
TOJICTHIH, APYroil — BBICOKHH H TOHKHHA. )KapKoOB yyTh He YCMEXHYJICS, TaK OHH
HanoMHu/H emy I1ata u [aTaimoHa — repoeB KapTHHEHI, KOTOPYIO OH BHAEJ ellle
B PaHHEM [eTCTBe.

— Hy? — npousnec IlaTamioH H NpHBeTJHBO KHBHYJ €MY, KaK KHBAlOT
npocHyBuieMycsi peGeHky. — Kak nmocnan? Uto Goanr?

— B nopsinke, — otrBetHs JKapkoB H TYT e CMEKHYJ, 4TO 3TO JOKTOP,
n06aBHJ OocTOpOHO: — BoT Hora HemHoro. Pactpsiciu.

— A rpyas? — cnpocua ITatawon.,

— He-e, — kareropuuecku nporsinyn )Xapkos. — Ee u tporaTth ne Hano.

— Bort nomepsit temnepartypy, — npeanoxui I[latawon 1 nporanya YKap-
KOBY rpaaycHuk. — C JilekapcTBaMH y Hac He OueHb, a I'paiyCHHKH eCTb, —
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06aBHJ OH C YJAbIOKOH M mokocH/cs Ha [laTa, TouHO H3BHHASICH NMepel HHUM 3a
IYTKY H ONHOBPEMEHHO YCTYyMnas MecTO AJsI pasroBopa.

Tot, uto Hanomuuan [lata, HaKJOHK/CS MOHHXKeE, UTOGB PACCMOTPETD JIHLLO
JKapkoBa, a 6bITb MOXET, MO MPHBHIYKE BHIAETb Ia3a 4YeJjoBeKa NMpH pas-
roBope.

— Bac korpa panuao? — cnpocua Ilar.

— B cenra6pe.

— B ceHTAGpe? — pa3o4yapoOBAHHO NMEPECNpPOCHJ OH.

— Hy na, rae-to B KoHue.

— Tak BH He pagHCT?

— Her, — ckasan )Kapko. — Sl psgoBoil KpacHoapMeel.

OH MaiuKHaAbHO MPOTAHYJ PYKY K KADMAaHY, HO 3aMelJIH ABHKEHHEe, H TOT-
4ac MocCnemHo, YToGbl He 3aMEeTHJIH 3TOH 3aMHHKH, OGBSACHHI:

— ¥ MeHs1 BaxHbi# makeT. [IpHka3saHo, Korga tyaa po6epychb, HayaJb-
CTBY OTAaTh.

JKapkoB H3BJ€K KpacHOapMeHCKYyl0 KHHUXKKY, MOAYyMaJ H NOGaBHJ K HeH
KOMCOMOJIbCKHI 6Haer. [1aT KHBHYJ, MPHHAN AOKYMEHTH H MOJYa BhIlleJ H3
3eMJISTHKH.

— OH xopouwnii, — TOponaHBO 3aroBopuJ [latamoHs, OYEBHIHO 3aMeTHB
BoJHeHHe )KapkoBa. — BoeHHbi#i, 3Halowui. [yma!

O pocran u3-moa Mbiinkd JKapkoBa TepMOMeTp, MOAOWIE] K KONTHJAKE H
BOCKJIHKHYJI:

— Oro! 'papychl. JL0onXKHO, OCTYAHACA. Y MEHS] aCMHPHHYHK €CTb.

[MaTamwoH AOBONIBLHO JIOBKO QJ1 €ro KOMIIEKIHH MOBEPHYJCA H HCues.

— Hopmanbhbiii MyxuK, — noa6oapua cocen JXapkoBa. — PHIHMBIY, TO-
BOPIO, HOPMaJIbHbIH.

OH xoten eie yTo-T0 106aBHTb, HO PHIHNBIY yXKe MOSBHJICS B 3eMJISTHKe.

— Bor, 310 caMoe, — nmpou3Hec OH BeceJbIM TOHOM H MpoTsAHYJ )KapKoBy
TabneTKy, Kak 6yATO peGeHKa KOH(pETOH YroCTHJI.

CanunTapa B 3eMJIsIHKe He 0Ka3aJoch, H PHJAHNBIY CAM PELIHJI OAATh BOABI.
o Tomy, Kak OH 3TO AeaaJ, MOAHKMAJ 33 IJIEUH, PHAEPKHUBAJ roJoBy, XKap-
KOB MOHSUI: TYT OH He GoabwoH Mactep. «ba6ymka Xpucrs 310 penajna
Kyla Jy4qilues.

— B cayuae yero, THi K caHHuTapy o6pauiaiica, — Haka3sbiBaj PHaHIbIY, —
He cToipucs, sto camoe,

— Hy Bot 5 u rosopio, — npopoxan coces, koraa PuAHNLIY BHOBL BhI-
wes H3 3eMiassHKH. — HopMaunbHbiil, HO ¢ mpHMeuaHueM. BerepuHap, 3To ca-
MOe, — OH HHTOHauHel NoAvYepKHyJ nocnaenHue cioa. MU YKapkos mons, uro
OHH — JiloGHMble cjloBa PUIHNBIYA H cOCell, MPOH3HOCA HX, KaK Gbl nojapaxas
¢denbaepy, aenaer 3To He 3J10, a ¢ AOGPOLYIIHOH IIYTKOH.

Tenepb )Kapkos pasrasigen cocena. Co6CTBEHHO, pa3risaibiBaTh GblJO He-
4ero: BCA roJIOBA H JHIO Y Hero ObiiH 3a6HHTOBAHBI, TOPYaJH HOC, Ty6hl,
rjasa. 3aTto BHIHA TsXKeJaas pyKa, TaKas HIHPOKAasl B KOCTH, TaKas MoOryuas
B JaJOHH, 6yNTO OHA MPHHAMJEXHT 6OraThiplo, a He 3TOMY OGBIKHOBEHHOMY
yeJloBEKY.

— Mens HMBaHoM 30ByT, — npoOH3Hec cocel, 3aMeTHB, 4To )Kapkos pas-
rasgbiBaer ero. — $1 cam ¢ Ypaaa 6yay.

— H A u3 tex Mect, — otoaBascsa )KapkoB. — A 3oByT JmuTpHEM.

HBan Hauas yTouHATE MecTOXKHTeNbCTBO JKapkoBa, a KOrja BbIACHH, NPO-
H3HeC pa3oyapoBaHHO:

— Hy, 3T0 KuHJOMeTpOB NATbCOT—IeCTbCOT K lory. Ho Bce paBHO —
3eMJIAK.
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JKapkoB onacascsi paccnpocoB HacueT paHeHHH, a riaBHbIM 06pa3oM Ha-
CUYeT CeKPeTHOro nakera, Ho MBaH oKa3ajicsl Ue10BEKOM JAeJHKATHBIM, HH CJIO-
Ba 06 3TOM.

— Tyr «6opona» — Bcemy rosioBa, — npousHec VMipan u 3acMesiacs, Buj-
HO, €My MNoKa3aJjoch 3a6aBHbIM Takoe coueraHue caoB. — Bopoaa — roso-
Ba, — MOBTOPHJ OH Beceso. — Kaaposulii koMaHAHpP. MBI ¢ HHM B OKpYXKEHHH
BCTpeTHAUCh. Thi ¢ HHM MO ycTaBy AeficTBy#. A npock6a ectb, o6pauiaiics. [1o-
morath OH JIIOGHT. XXHAH Mbl MO-THXOMY, YKpHITO, — npoaoaxana Hsan. —
A B mocneanee Bpemsi ABe nusepcuu cosepinuan. Ha nopore u Ha cranunun.
Mesns Bor TaM kokHyJs0. Tenepb xkaeM o6patHblx aeficTBuil. [1aBHOe, B3pHIB-
YaTKH HeT, OPYKHSA K MaTPOHOB MajoBaTo. Mecsl Hasaj rpynny K HaM 3a6po-
CHJIH, TaK pajHcTa...

OH He Hockasaj, MOAHAJ NATEPHIO, YTO 03HAYaJO: BHHMaHHe!

3amypiuiaJa naail-najarka, noKkasajach Ybfi-TO PyKa, a 3aTeM B 3eMJSIHKY
PELIHTENbHO LArHYJ YesoBeK. B HeM ¢ mepBOro B3rJfaa MOXHO GblIO Y3HATH
BOEHHOTO: NPSMOH, NOATAHYTHIH, cOGpaHHbll (0 TAKOM TOBOPAT «BECb BBLIH-
THifi»), OJHUM CJAOBOM, BOEHHBIH. A KTO OH €CTb, AOraaaTbhCs GblAO JEerko no
yepHOH oksaaucToil 6opoae. Ho u 6opona 6blia «BoeHHasi», aKKypaTHas, Bep-
HO, 32 HeH TLIATeJIbHO CJEAHJIH.

M xors Ha yenoBeke ObH BaTHHK, L1allKa, COAKATCKHE CANOTH, BCE PaBHO
BHIVISifieNl OH, KakK KoMauaup. [Ipowen HeCKoJbKO wwaros, BUAHO — CTPOEBHK.

Canurap, cHAeBIIHA Y OTOHbKA, BCKOYHJI.

— KopMmua paHeHbIX? — BJACTHO CHpPOCHJ «Gopoaax.

— Hunno He BpeMms.

— Hx panbine Bcex.

— Caywalocn.

«Bopona» Ha xony kusnysa Usany, nogowen k )Xapkosy. Kakoe-To Mrio-
BeHHe OH paccMaTpuBaJj ero, a )Kapkos, BCHOMHHB HaKa3 coceja, monsitaJjcs
NPHNOAHATLCA HA PYKax.

— Jlexu, — npukasan «60poga», HO roJioc ero cMAruuiacsi. EMy noapasu-
Jiach 3Ta nommiTka. — Kak caMouyBcrBHE?

OtBeruth JKapkoBy He yaanochb. B semisinky Biaeres 3anbixaBmuiica du-
JIHIbIY, 32 HUM TOT, Koro )Kapkos npo ce6s uaspaJ [latom, u emie Kakux-1o
IBO€,

— 3a Tenjom cieauTb HalHO0, — NpousHec «6opoaas», CTPEIAbHYB IJla3aMu B
cropoHy Puaunbiua. — Yero-uero, a xpoB xBaraer.

— Kounewmno, koHemHo, — 3acyetHiici ®Puaunblu, rotoBbli caM TOTUYac
6pocHTbCS 3a JpPOBaMH.

— Kak panb? — ocraHoBHA ero «6opoja».

— Ila roBopuT HHuero, a Tporatb, MoJi, He Hajgo. [TpocTyauaca MaJjeHbKo.
AcnupHHuHKy AaBaj.

— «FoBopur», — xMbIKHYs «6opoaa» u nmoacen K XXapkosy.

HeckoJsibko cekyHa OHH CMOTpeJH APYr APYTY B rAasa, HO H 3a 3TO MTHOBe-
HHe )KapKoB nous, uto «6opoaa» no6pbiH, YTO OH COYYBCTBYET €MY H UTO ILIO-
XOro OT Hero AaTb Hewyero...

— Tne 310 cayunioch? — cripocHa «6opojas Mocjie maysbl.

— TouHoro opuentipa patb He Mory. [IpuH MHe kapThl He 6bl10. [ge-To B
sToM paioHe. Boixoaunu u3 okpyxeuusi. Hac pas6uau Ha rpynmnbl... — TYT OH
BCTIOMHHJI O CAMOM BaXXHOM, B KaKOii-TO MOMEHT XOT€eJ CKa3aTh NpaBly, HO Ie-
pecuana ce6sl, — W HaM... MHe TO ecTb 0co6oe 3anaHHe... CekpeTHblll maker...
Tyna... BoabuioMy HauaNbHHKY... FeHepaJy... — R06aBHJ OH AJs Goabluel yGe-
JHTEeIbHOCTH.
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«bopona» He nepe6uBaJs, u )KapkoB OIIYTHJ AYylIeBHOe oGJierueHHe:
MPOHECJIO.

— Mbi u3 secy BuiuwiH. A ot 6osota no HaM. Ho Tam HeMues He Gblio. Ha-
IIH pa3BejbliBaJIH...

— Koraa 3to 6b110? — npeppana «6opoaax.

— B cenrabpe. B nocnegHux yHcaax riae-to.

Hactynuao goaroe mosauanue.

— A BoT noMoub Te6e MOKa He MOXeM, — HaKOHel| CKa3aa «6opofa». —
CamounieThl Kk HaMm He JertaioT. [pynny BbHIGPOCH/IH, TaK H TO PajHCTa NOTe-
psian. Cesisn HeT. — OH pewnTenbHo Betad.—bByaer. Tel nonpaBasiics. Buxy,
60ent HacTosAIMA. — OH pe3Ko MOBEPHYJICA, NOLIEJ K BHXOLY CBOel cTpoeBo#
NOXOAKOH.

¥Yke B3fIBIIHCHL 3a MJall-naJjaTky, «60pojia» OCTaHOBHJCH.

— A 3a opyxHe, 3a cOXpaHeHHe ero B TBOHX YCJOBHSX, 06'bABAAI0 Gaaro-
JAapHOCTb. A MOTOM, HY KOTZa MONpaBHLIbCA, PAaCcCKaXellb O CBOHX ClacHTe-
JaAx. 3aHeCcTH 5TO B JOKYMEHTHI, — mpHKa3aj OH, o6pamaschk k Ilary.

rPAAYCDHI

Onsatb uto-To cTpscaoch ¢ Horoil )Kapkosa. Eue nHeM oH nouyBcTBOBaJI,
uTO OHA pa3byxaer. «PacTpeBoXHJH NpPH mepeBO3e», — AyMaJ OH, cTapasich
3THM OGBSICHHTb HOBBe oulylleHHsi. BeuepoM, oco6eHHO HOublO, HOra B3slia
cBoe. )KapKoB MOUTH He crnaJj 0 caMoro yTpa, Bce METAJICA, CTOHAJ, MPHCJYLIH-
BaJics... A B HOre NPOHCXOAHJ/IH CTPpaHHble siBjeHHsi. OHa ropesa orHeM, He BCH,
a TOJIbKO Ha MeCTe CaMOro PaHeHHsl, TaM MOCTYKHBAJIH, NO3BAaHHBAJIH JKeJje3Hble
MOJIOTOUYKH. JTOT Nepe3BOH-NEePECTYK 60bHO OTAABAJICS BO BCEM TeJe, B FOJO-
Be, B KaxXJ0#i MaJeHbKOH JacTHuke.

— TI'panychl, — o6bAcHHT PHAHIBIY.

On uyacro nosiBasic B 3eMJsiHKe. )KapkoB BHIen ero Kpyriaoe, 106po-
LyLIHOE JIMLIO, COYYBCTBEHHbIE rjla3a Haa co6oii.

— CeseficTepbl  06pa3oBajUCh, -— CKBO3b TPEBOXXHOE HOYHOe 3a6hiThe
yeabiman )KapkoB rojsoc @uaxneya.

— CeBecTpbl, — NOMPaBHJ €ro APYro# roJoc.

JKapkoB oTkpbln rsasa. PagoM ¢ ®uaunbiueM onstbh ctosa I[Tat. Heoxn-
JLAaHHO HATHYJICS, MPeAJIOXKHII:

— [ oTHHTE-Ka, — H NPOTAHYJ GIAAKKY.

JKapkoB ycabliag, Kak ctyuat co6cTBeHHble 3y6bl. Bpone 6bl eMy He xo-
JIOJIHO, BeCb B MOTY, a 3y6Hl CTyuar.

«Yero 3T0?» — yAHBHJICS OH M HEBOJbHO MOKOCHJCS HAa KapMaH THMHA-
crepkH. 'paHara 6bu1a Ha mecre.

J)KapkoB BepHYJ KPYXKKY H He3aMeTHO MPOCYHYJ PYKY MOJ THMHacCTepKY.
IMpusiTHBIA 6apxaT Kak GyATO caM MOTrJafuJ ero, Kak 6yaro ckasan: «f Tyr,
Ha MecTe. YCMOKOHCA»,

U on ycnokouics. YcHya.

Pa36yausn ero MoaoTOukH B Hore. [Ipexke ueM MPOCHYTbCS, OH yCJbIILIAJ
HX nepecTyk-nepe3soH. M owmwyTHa xryuyio 60Jb, KaK 6YATO HOTY MPHIKHIAJH
pacKaJieHHbIM JKeJjle30M.

Ot cTpaxa OH aaxe B3APOTHYJ H MPHNORHSJICS.

— Yero te6e? — yuactauBo cnpocua HMpan. — [Tomoub 51 He Mory, a mo-
aBatb Mory. CaHuTapa, uTo JH?
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— He-e, — otkasancs )Kapkos. — Bounr.

— Tobt monioauara. Tepnuwbs, — nmoxBajua HpaH.

Bpems onsite norepsiiio cuet. Houb H nenb nepenyranuce st Hero. )Kapkos
TO NMPHXOAHJ B cebsi, TO 3a6bIBaJjicsl, NPOBAJHBAJICA, H NPOBaJbl 3TH CTAHOBH-
JIHCb BCe JJIHHHEE, a CBeTJible MOMEHThl — Kopoue.

Ipuxoauan tosapuuwH. IlpocryxeHHbiil, ®uauneiy, [1ar, «6opomsa». On
BHJEJ HX KaK B TyMaHe, KaK uepe3 CTeHKY CJblliaj HX roJjoca.

— Moxer, pa3pe3atb Hano?

— Hudekunio BHecenb,

— MHe cnHpTOBOH KOMNpecc AeJajiH.

’KapkoB uyBcTBOBaJ H MOHHMaJI, YTO €My NMepeGHHTOBLIBAIOT HOTY, pearu-
poBaJl Ha 3TO CTOHOM H BCKPHKHBAHHEM, HO TOBODHTbL He€ MOT.

Tenepsb yke He MOJIOTOUKH, a MOJIOTKH GOJIbHO 3BEHEJIH B TOJIOBE, BO BCeM
teqe. Kazajoch, yTo ero KyioT, He mepeBOpauHBasi, Ha XXapKOM OTHe.

EMy mpeacraBuaach cesiibckasi Ky3HHUa. Becb npokonmueHHbifi, 4epHbIi
Kak ubirad asaa Makap v oH, )KapkoB, Ha HaKOBaJjibHe.

«A 3HaMsI? — yxacHyscst OH. — OHO XK HCMOPTHTCS?!»

— 3HamsaA! — 3akpHuaJ )KapKoB H OUHYJICS OT COGCTBEHHOrO KpHKa.

— Hy uero? Yero kpnuHwbs? — cnpocua HBan. — Ilpu uem Tyt 3Hams?
WUan nmouyaunoch?

— Tlouyannoch, — npowentai )Kapkos, B Ayllie NPOKAHHas ce6dA 3a 3Ty,
nycTb HECO3HATeJbHO, OAHAKO HPOSIBJAEHHYIO ClHa6OCTh.

«Hapgo xe... UyTb TaliHy He BblAasi», — OCYXKJAaJ OH ce6s, oulyinas cTpax
H He uyBCTBYs 6OJIH B HOTe...

CrpaHHOe siBjieHHe! ByaTO OH CBOHM KPHKOM BBIrHaJ 60Jib, TO eCTb He
COBCEM, HO yacTH4HO, celiyac Hora Gojeja He TaK OCTpO, H xkKap, Bpoae Gbl,
cnail...

— ®eabawepa, 6b1, — nonpochy JKapkos, euie He Bepsl, YTO 60Jie3Hb OT-
CTYNHJA.

— ®uaunbiya!l — 6acom nosropua Msan. — i, Mutpoxa, He CABILIHUIL?
30BH CBOero KOHOBaJja.

Korapa mpH6exan ®uaunsiy, )KapKoB yxKe TOUHO 3HAJ, yTO GOJle3Hb OT-
CTYMHJIA, 4YTO H Ha 3TOT pa3 OHA OTMYCTHJA ero.

— YT10-TO NMOTEKNO, — COOGLIHA OH.

— Ara, ara, npopBaJjio, — 3acyetHjcs PHJIHNbIY.

— Tlepensixknre, — monpocua )Kapkos.

— Hy na, ny na, — coraacnicst ®uannbid, TouHo no6aaroaapua YKapko-
Ba 33 CBOEBPEMEHHYIO MOACKA3Ky.

[Nocne nepepsiskn JKapKoB HEKOTOpOE BpeMsl JieXKaJ HENOABHKHO, He B CH-
Jlax MPOH3HECTH CJOBA.

— bByaro nycrofi, — BblIOXHYJ OH. — OG6G0JIOYKA eCTb, a CHJ HeETY.

— 310 yX Tak, — oto3Bajcs UBan. — Koraa Ha6oJIMT, TaK BOT H GbiBaer.
Menst non XaaxHH-TosoM...

H o Havas paccka3biBaTh HCTOPHIO cBoero craporo paHenHsi. Ho )Kapkos
yXe He CJblaJj, MOTOMY 4TO HACTOsIUIHHA, 3A0pPOBLIA COH 3aXBaTHJ ero Tak,
TOYHO C JIIOTOrO MOPO3a €ro B TEMJYI0 BOAY OMYCTHJIH.

Ilpocnan on 6e3 manoro cytkH. OkasbiBaeTcsi, MpHXOAHJ «6opoaa», He
TOJIbKO HHTepecoBaJicAl cocTosiHHeM )KapkoBa, HO H XOTeJl Y3HaTh y Hero 4To-
TO BaXKHOeE.

— 3#, MuTpoxa! — npo6acua HBaHn, 3ametus, uro )KapkoB npocHyJcs. —
Bbictpo 3a komaHaHpom... He 6oficst, — ycnokoun oH )KapkoBa, — «Gopoaa»
BeJiesl, Y HEr0 pasroBop ecTb.
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JKapkoB HACTOPOKHJICS, HEBOJBHO NMPOCYHYJ PYKY MOJ THMHACTEPKY H TOT-
Yyac MOKOCHJCR Ha cOocefa: He 3aMeTHJl JH OH 3TOr0 ABHXKEHHA?

— He 6oiicst, —nosropua MBaH.—OH MYXHK uTO Hago H K Te6e BooGile...

Tyt nocabllianuch TBepAble, neyaTHole maru. [losBuiaca «6oponax.

— OxHna?! — npox3Hec OH ellle OT MOPOra W HEOXKHAAHHO YJALIGHYJCH.

Yabi6Kka Tak wisa emy, Tak ero moaoamusaa, uro )Kapkos nonyman: «Yero xe
OH penKko yabiGaercsa? HapepHoe, cunraer: ocyasiT wian He Tak nofimyr. Hy u
3pA».

— HaBunu. Bpemenn mano,— ckasaa «Gopoaa», npubanxkascs K JKapkoBy
H BHOBb CTaHOBACH CTPorHM.— $I BOT 0 ueMm... ['e Bhixoansna Bama yacrs? Tawm,
riie OHa BBIXOAHJA, NOJKHO GbITb OPYXXHe, MATPOHLI, OCTABLIHECH OT YGHTHIX
1 paHeHbiX. Thl MOXewb YKa3aTh paioH? — H OH NpOTAHYA YKapkoBy cBepHY-
TYI0O BYETBEPO KapTYy-KHJIOMETPOBKY.

JKapkoB mokayaJ roJioBoH M, He 3arjisHyB B KapTy, CKa3aJ BHHOBATO:

— He mory. Mbl Bbixoauan Houblo. KapThl y MeHs He Gbljo.

— Hy xora 686 ckazaTb MOXellb, CKOJAbKO TYAA XOAY?

— MbI LK BCIO HOYb. A MOTOM Hac pas36uiH Ha rpynnbl... Ml MBI, yXe cBo-
eit rpynmnoii, eile LUIH HOYb.

«Bopona» 4yTo-TO MPHKHHYJ H OTMETHJ HA KapTe.

— U 3a t0 cnacu6o.

— He o6unxaiirecs,— nonpocun Kapkos.— M B camom nese...

— J1a yro THI?! — ocTaHOBHI ero «Gopoaa».— Tel — MoOJOAUHHA, Hac-
tosawwHi 6oew. [lonpasasiica. I1pu nepBoil BO3MOXHOCTH MBI T€65 nepenpaBHM.

«bopoaa» nonpoitaJcs H ywen cBOHM TBepAbIM warom. )Kapkos ewure nosro
c/bllIaJ, KaK 3BeHeJa MpoMmep3Jast 3eMJisi M0 ero HOramH.

— Hy, Bupen? — nporyaea Msan, kak 6yaro )KapkoB o yeM-TO ¢ HHM CIO-
pHJ M He coriawaics.— OH — oro! — NOMsAHH MeHs, GONbIINM HayaJbHHKOM
6yzer. Caplmaa, cooGpakaet, rae OpyxHue B3ATb?!

JKapkoBa oxBaTHJa cia6ocTb, H OH ONATb 3ajpema. EMy npucHHaoCH,
6ynro 661 Majika pBeTcs HCKaTh OpYXKHe, a OH ee He oTnmycKaer. /leBuoHKa Bce
paBHO yGeraer.

— Maiika, Bepuuco! Mafika! — Bo cHe 3akpuuan )Kapkos.

— Hy, uero onsars? — pasnancsa 6ac MUsana.— Kakyio eme te6e maiiky?
)Kapko, uto au?

— JKapxko,— cospaa )Kapkos, a caM noayman: «3TO IJIOXO0, UTO A KPHYATh
cran. Tak # NpOroBOPHTBCA MOTY».

Becb Beuep oH BHymaa ce6e: «<He kpHuathb, a To nporosopiocb. MoJsyath BO
CHe, MOYaTb».

¥Yrpom )Kapkos cnpocua Hsana:

— Onatb s kpHyan?

— Jla Het. Bpone He cabiman. A U MOKpPHUHLIb, TAK YTO?

— Te6e xe cnath He paio.

— Hy-y,— 3acmesncs UBau.— Ilo MHe opyans rpoxas, st 1 to cnan. Coa-
NaTckHii cOH — npuKa3Hoi. OH 3BYKOB He uyeT. YpBaa 4acok — H aeno. Xo-
yemb, # vebe GafKy OAHY paccKaxXy?

On Hayaa pacckasbiBaTh, HO )KapKoB AyMana o CBOeM, O CJOBAX «GOpOABI»:
«If1pn nepBoii BO3MOXKHOCTH Mbl Te6sl nepenpaBHM>».

«Yro oH umen B Buay? He nonecyr e MeHst Ha HOCHJIKax Yyepe3 ¢ppoHT? [la
H rAe o, 31oT ppoHT? CKONBKO A0 Hero? Passe uto camosneTom. Bon venocku-
eB ¢ JbAHHBI cHHMaJH. Jla-a, HO Tam He CTpeastjH, He cOMBaNH...»

— HBan,— cnpocua )KapkoB,— a K BaM XOTb OJHH CaMoJeT NpHJeTan?

— Her,— orosBanca Msan.— C6pacbiBanu toabko. Tak H T0o pagucra He-
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JAOCUHTANHCh. A OH A/ Hac — raaBHoe.— OH noxnons no6uuxe K YKapkosy,
coo6uiHa noBepuTeabHo;— CBA3b €CTh Yepe3 MOANOJbLUIHKOB, HO 3T0... CaM no-
HHUMaelb... [loka ¢ HHMH cBsKelbCS...

3amwypwana nJjail-najarTka, H onsThb nokasaJscs «Gopojar.

OH ocTaHOBWJCA Y mopora, OGbACHHI:

— UyTb o6orpetocb. Moposeu. A Tol,— oH o6paTuics K JKapkoBy,— moka
noaymaii. Moser, IpHMeTH! KaKHe BCIIOMHH1Ib, HY, TO MecTo, rje e 60#. Ilo-
HHMaellb, TaK, Ha06yM, nochilaTh — nycToe aefo. Tem GoJiee 3uma, 3eMJI0 CHe-
rOM IPHCHIIAJO.

— Mypaseiiiukn! — BockankHya JKapkoB.— Tam MypaBefHHKH OBbUIH.
Mb! HOUBIO KaK pa3 M HaTKHYJHCb, Cejld, MOTOMY UTO MATKOE, a MOTOM, KakK
olnapeHHble, MJsCaTh HavyaJH.

HBaH 3apxkaj H ToT4ac oGopBaJ CMeX, MOKOCHJcCA Ha koMaHanpa. Ho u
TOT yJabibaJcs.

— 3r0 yXe uTo-TO,— CKasaJj «6opoaa», moaxoas kK YKapkoBy.— Moixker,
elle 4yro?r

— Ewe?.. Mbl nowu H Ha BOAy HaTKHYJaHCb. BonoTtue nau ozepo. Crauana
NojJ HOraMH 3a4aBKaJoO, a MOTOM BOAA GJecHyJa.

— H uro?

— A 1yt 601 Hauaucsa. OHu, BpoJe, NPHKAJH Hac K 03epy, a MBI NPOpBa-
JIHCh.

«bopona» nocupen, nokauan ronosoi.

— JHa-a... Hy, nonpasasiics...

OH yxe powen 1o apepedt, H Tyt )KapkoBa OoCeHHJO.

— Iloxap,— npousnec on.— Iloxkap 6bin. PawmncTe Jec nogoxran. Jly-
Majii, Mbl TaM. A MBI yCrieJH BBIATH.

— Monogen,— noxBajiuia «6opoaa».— BCIOMHHJ-TaKH...

On pepuyacs ¥ noxan pyky >Kapxosy.

— ToBapuum KomaHaup,— pacxpabpuicsi )KapkoB, noJiblleHHbIH NOXBa-
JIOIO,— TYT KakKoe AeJo...— )KapKkoB NPHJOKHJ JaJOHb K TPYIH, HO TYT Npef-
CTaBHJI NOJIOKEHHEe OTPsALa B HACTOSILIHA MOMEHT: He XBaTaeT OpYXHA H 6oe-
NpHNacoB, HET PajHCTa, CBA3b ¢ DoJbluioii 3eMJael 3aTpyiHeHRa, TOJbKO Yepes
NOANOJBUIHKOB, H oceKcs.— Jla naaHo... 370 1 Tak... M3BHHHuTe...

TPEBOTA

«bopoaa» crepxkan ycmeuwky, nogyMman: «Ila yke H3BecTHO HaM TBoe Je-
J10. MBI peliHJIH H TeGs OTIPaBHThb, MOCKOJbKY Thl B HACTOAILee BpeMs He BOsIKa
H aeso TBoe... Bot Tosbko Kak?» OH moMenJn, HO, TaK HHYETO He CKa3aB, KO-
3bipHyJ JKapxoBy H Bbilliesl H3 3eMJISIHKH.

3acuyn J)KapKkoB TPYAHO H, KOTJa ero cTaju 6yauTh, naxe obupencs. Ot-
Kpb1 ryasza — yauBwiaca. Byaua cam Ouaunbiy.

«Yero 310? U B Takyio paHb?»

Ho, ycastab rosoca, euie Goabuie nopasuics. He BA3asoch — HOub H ro-
Joca. To, yto ceffuac Houb, OH 3HaJ, YyBCTBOBAJ, 32 A0JrHe Mecslbl OXHHOKO-
ro JIeXXaHHs MPHBLIK K HOYHBIM OLLYLIEHHSIM: 3aMHPAaHHIO MPHPOAbI, 3aTHXA-
HHIO Jioaefi, BA3KOcTH BocnpuATHA. «Ho mouemy cefiuac roBopfiT H B 3eMJsHKe
H HA yJHUEe?»

— IIpocHuch,— ckazan @uannbiy H YALIGHYJCA eMy, Kak pebesky.—Exartb
Hajgo.
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HpaH o6bacHUI:

— Ilepenuciokauusi. 3acekjH Hac, €JKH-NAJKH.

Tenepe n cam )KapkoB moHHMAJI, YTO TBOPHJOCE BOKPYr. 3BeHeJa 3eMJIs.
INeperosapusanuch mogn. Ckpunenu caHd. Bee cnemnin, Kak H MOJ0OXeHO MO
TpeBore. ®UAHNLEIY 6eCTONKOBO KPYTHJCS, MOABJAJCS B 3eMJsIHKe H Hcuesal,
6e3 KOHLA HaKa3biBasi CaHHTapy:

— He 3a6biTh 6b1 yero. Tol cMOTPH He 3a6y[b.

INocabimanca 3HaKOMBIH MPOCTYKEHHBIH 6acok:

— H3BecrHoe neno. 1 x ero cioma Bes.

On ewe or aBepelt nporsiHya )KapkoBy pyKy.

— O6parno exatb npuaerca. Co muolo. He Bospaxaews?

— Ecan eute n necHio cnoete,— oro3BaJjcs )KapkoB, BCNOMHHB, KaKk OHH
nymeBHO nenH npo Yepnuit Epek.

— 3TO KaK MPUIETCS,— OTBETHJI NPOCTYIKEHHBIH.

Ewe nosiBasnca ®uannsiy, NPHHOCHI CTaphle ofesia, KOTOPBIMH YKPBLIH
JKapkoBa 1 UBana. Ewe ux nouan Ha nopoxkKy. Eille caHHTap M mpocTyxeH-
HBI KypHJIH «10o nocaeadefi». JIbiM en raasa )KapKoBy, HO OH MOJI4aJ, He XKe-
Jlasi IOPTHTb OTHOIUEHHH C TOBapHIIAMH.

Bpems TAAHYJOCE MYUYHTENIBHO, M BCE CTaJH CIHpAIIHBaTh: «A KOro Mbl
KAEM? »

O6bsicina MBaH, caMblfi OnBITHEIA KpacHoapMeed.

— Komanah. Be3 xomaHabl Heslb3l JBHIaThCA.

Haxkonen Hauasoch meBesense. 3eMisl Hajl roJ0BOH yxke He 3BeHeJla, a XPY-
CTeNa MoA TAXeCTblo MHOTHX HOr. Ilorom oTHOocHTenbHas THiHHA. [loTroM —
6ecnokoiHbIfl rojoc Puaunbiya:

— TlonaBa#tre.

[lpoctyxeHnHbll noacyHysa pykH mopx )KapkoBa M HauaJs NMPHJAXKHBATbCS,
Hula Gosnee ycrofiunBoe mojoxkeHHe. CaHHTap XOTeJq MOMOUb e€MY.

— Cnpasaiocb,— OTKasajicsl NpocTyxeHHbll.— Tol syume iBana roross.
A Thl,— o6patHnicst oH K )KapkoBy, — o6biMail Mensi. He Goiics.

OH sierko ¥ ocTopoxkHo noaxBatia JKapkosa, u Tot yausuiacs: «Iloxynea-to
1 Kak!»

Ha ynuue )KapkoB onsith 3axJe6GHYJICA MOPO3HLIM Bo3ayxoM. BHauaJje ero
06OXIJ10, a IOTOM OH NMPHBHIK, H C PaJOCTbIO AbILIAJ, H BCe HE MOT HaAbIILATh-
csA. FosoBa cpasy 3akpyxHujach, H O Teay NpoLL1a NMPHATHAsA APOXKb.

Xors ero HaieXKHO YKyTaJH ofesinaMu, OuanNbY ellle NPHHEC KAKYIO-TO He
TO JepIOKKY, He TO CTapblii 6pe3eHT.

— Hapo, Hano,— nporosopua oH.— A To mpocTyay cxBaTtHwb. He gouro,
He goaro. Opranuam ocsna6JieHHBIA.

Haz ronoBoit Bucesio TAXeNoe, HH3Koe HeGo, Bce Ha6psikiuee cHeroM. Ho
B Jiecy GBLJIO THXO H CYXO.

OcBouB1uKch, JKapkoB HauaJ pa3auuath okKpyxatoulee. CaHet, OKasbiBaer-
csl, 6bIO HECKONBKO, LeJblii MajJeHbKHH 0603. [lepen co60#t oH BHAea MOpALY
KOHs. KoHb HECKOJIBKO pa3 HAKJIOHSJICA H BHIILUNLIBAJT CEHO H3 XK aPKOBCKHUX ca-
Hefi. 1 Bo3HHLa He3NO6GHO MOKPHKHBAJ Ha HeEro:

— Hy-y, A3Bu Te6s.

Bokpyr 6bliH He TOJBKO JIOAH, MPHYACTHBIE K MEAHUMHE HJIH NMPHCTABJEH-
Hble K paHeHbIM, HO H ADYTHe, COBEPILIEHHO He3HAaKOMBbIE.

«BeposTHo, oxpana»,— poragancsa )Kapkos.

Onstb xpadnu.

MumMo caHe#l, IOCKPHIIBIBAasA CaNoraMH, He pa3 NPOXOAHJ IJHHHBIH 4ejo-
Bek, B KoropoM )KapkoB He cpa3y ysnaa Ilara — nayasnbHHKa wmTa6a.
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— Hsurarbest 6b1,— o6partnics K HeMy ®uauneiy.— Kak 66l He OCTBIIH.

— A noporo# nm tenaee 6yner? — ycmexuyJcs I1at, Ho BCKope aas KoMaH-
Iy ABHraThcs.

Ha )XapkoBa Bapyr Hamia Takasi c1a6ocThb, UTO OH 3acHyJ. BepositHo, con
6bL1 KOPOTKHM, IOTOMY YTO, KOT1a OH OTKPbLI IJ1a3a, BCe ellle CTOsIa HOYb, OHH
TaK e exaJH no Jecy. Ckpunesn nonosbsi. HerpoMmko neperosapuBasuch JIOMH.
Hap rosioeoii BHceno HeGo u magan THXxHil cHer. CHEXHHKH ONYCKAaJIHCh Ha JIH-
1O H IMEKOTAJNH KOXY.

[loyemMy-TO BBIMJIBLIH CTHXH:

Ha ocenunit nen
[MagaoT CHeXHHKH.
lManaior, u BbBIOTCA,
H rpyctar o aere.
Buautca um Gaoaue
Jlyxxn Ha paccsere...

JKapkoB cras aymartb, OTKyAa oH HX 3HaeT. M Bcnmomuun: Mafika uutana.
Cruiok ee 6para lOpu. «Hapepnoe, caasubiii stor IOpa». On nonpo6Gosaa
npeacrasuth Opy, HO ero OTBJIEK Pa3rOBOP BO3HHLBI C MPOCTYXKEHHDBIM.

— Exean 6oue cra, To He ycneem. Houb, 370 camoe, npoliger, Aa U KOHIO
OTAbIX HaAo6eH.

«[eficTBHTeNIbHO, Kyda Mbl eneM? — 3auHTepecoBaJsicsi )Kapkos.— Ecau
6oJibilie CTA KHJIOMETPOB, TO H 32 IB€ HOUH He OCHJIHM. A aHeM onacHo. MHI xe,
Bpoze, OT ONACHOCTH H YXOJIHM, B CMbICJI€, OT OKPY2K€eHHs... DTO XOpQLlO, YTO MO-
wea cHer. On 3amerer cieabt. Ho Bce-Taku Kyaa Mbl egeM?»

JKapkos uyTb GblIO He CIPOCHA 06 3TOM MNPOCTYXKEHHOTO, HO CAepKaJj
cebs.

«Bopoaa» snepean. Komanaup snaer. Kro-To e coo6uiua o roropsiueics
onmepaunH Hemues. KTo-To Xe ckasaj, KyAa NepeiHC/0LHPOBATbCH».

JKapkoe ycnokounsicsi. MbIC/IH €0 OTBJIEKJIHCh, NEPEKHHYJIHCh HA BOCIIOMH-
HaHHA aercrsa. Kak oHu, peGATHA, JIO6HIH, KOTAa HAeT cHer, ocOGeHHO mep-
Bbiil. CHer—>sro, npex e BCcero, CTpPOHTeNbHbIH Matepna. 3To cHeXHas 6aba,
ropka, a AJsl HUX, MaJbuHIleK, [ViaBHOE — KPENOCTH MOXHO CTPOHTb. AX, Ka-
Kasl y HIX BO JBOpe OfHY 3HMY KpenocTb 6biia! C GaHAMH, ¢ aMmGpasypamH,
c daarom Ha uinHie, Kakue cpaxeHnus passepTeiBaincb! A komanaosaa I puia
Ycrunos. «I'ne on teneps? Ero ewe panbuie mens B3siau. OH Ha roa crapuie
oKasaJicsi. Moxer, Boloer! A MOXKeT, TaKKe BOT PaHeH, B TOCNHTAJE HJIIH B THLTY,
Yy Kako#-HHOYyAb 6aGKH XPHCTH».

Hert, He noayuniocb BocnoMuHanHe. )KH3Hb 6blja nepeyepkHyTa BOMHHOH,
H TO, 4TO OBLIO A0 BOMHBI, Ka3aJoChb TAKHM JaJeKHM H TaKHM HepeaJsibHBbIM,
NOYTH CKa3o4HbIM, 6yATO TOrAa, A0 3TOH OrHEHHOH YepThl, JKHJ Apyroi uejo-
BeK, a He oH, Mura )Kapkos.

[lemsmasn rpyctb osnagena uM. YTo6bl XOThb Kak-To OTBeCTH ee, )Kapkos
HeOXHIAHHO Jaxe IJA ce6sl MOMPOCHI;

— Cnean 6bi.

— -3, NPOCHYJICA,— OTO3BaJICA MpocTyXKeHHbli.— He 3ameps eute?

— Tloka Huuero,— orperHs )KapKoOB H TOTYAC OILYTHJ, YTO y HEro Mepa-
HYT NaJjblbl.

OH MaWIMHAJABHO 3aCyHYJ PYKH 32 Ma3yXy H cpa3sy corpeJics, CIOBHO K Tell-
JIoH neuH npHkocHyjcs. M Tyt nonymai: «A 4to, eciiu 06bABUTH TallHy KOMaH-
aupy? Uro, ecain oraarh 3HamsA eMy? OH crapue. OH KOMMYHHCT, HaBEpHO? —
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JKapkos 3aj10XHy/1cq OT 3TO#H MBIC/IH, HACTOJbKO OHA NOKa3aJjach eMy Jep3Koi
H HeBeposITHOM.—A Kak XKe 3afaHue? A paaH yero Xe s nepeHec crojbko? Hy,
nepeHec, — 310 caMmo co6oi. Ho Mbl Xk monyunsin oco6oe 3ananue. 51 cBoHMH
ylmiamH cJabliiaji, KaKk KOMaHAHp naBasa ero noaurpyky. Iloautpyka yGuau.
Crapunny Jlpo6ora y6unu. Kyspkun y6exkan. Ocranca s oaud. M ocranoch
0c060i1 BaXKHOCTH 3alaHHe KOMaHAoBaHuA... Ho H 31eck komaHaupbl. OHH XK CO-
BerckHe jgogu. Oun... A yto oun? Toxe He y ce6a qoma. Bot or HemMueB yre-
KaeM...».

— Tak cnenn 66, — cHoBa nonpocua )Kapkos, esasl npeceub Henmpouie-
Hble COMHEHHA.

— BoJKH BOT,— HEOXKHAHHO MPOH3HEC BO3HHIA.

— H BepHo,— noarsepaHa npoctyxeHHbH.— ['nasa ropar.

OH wenxHyn GblIO 3aTBOPOM, HO TYT K€ ONMYCTHJA BHHTOBKY.

— TIIpukasaHo He cTpenfTh.

Jlowaaes BApPYr APOTHYJa H MONbITajJach CBEPHYTb C JAOPOTH.

— Ho-o! — ynepxan ee Bosunna.— He Gonce. MHb TyTa.

KoHb npu6aBus Xxony, H CaHH 3aCKpPHMEJNH MPOTSKHO.

I'poxuya seicTpea. Ha cocenseit noasone kto-to He BoiAepxkan. Totyac no-
CJIbILIAJIHCh pe3KHe CJIOBA.

Becb srtor wym B3Goapun JKapkoBa, Kak 6bl YKpenuJ ero.

«OHO X Moe, Halle 3HaMs,— NnoayMaJl OH, OTMeTas CBOH COMHeHHSA.— ¢ x
noj HHM Bo€BaJjJ. 3HAYHT, MHE H Hajo...»

M otroro, uro oH oTBes KoJsleGaHHA H MPHHAJA BEpHOE pelleHHe, eMy caena-
JIOCb IeTKO H pajoCTHO, TaK PafOCTHO, YTO OH B TPeTHH pa3 NOMPOCHA:

— A Bce-trakH cnoiite.

[TpoctyxeHHDBIH nomeannJ 4 HaKOHEH YBaXXHJ HacTofiuusyio npocb6y. OH
OTKAIIAACA H 3aTSHYJ XPHIUIOBATO:

Tpu nyxKke, AyxKKke, JyMKKe,
Ipu wHpokoM nose.

ITecno HErpoMKoO NoATAHYJN BO3HHLA:

3X, APpH BLICOKOM KOBbUIE
Koub rynsin no soJe.

Ckpunenu cauu. [lagan cHer. Bokpyr 6bio Geabim-Geso. YKapkoBy Kasa-
JI0Cb, YTO OHH eyT B GeJyI0 CKa304HYIO CTPaHy, rJie HeT HH BOHHEBI, HH paHe-
HBIX, HH GOJIH, Flle OH CHOBA YBHIHT AE€TCTBO, OTLia, MaThb, 6paTa, CBOHX APYXKKOB
H TOBapHIIEH.

Ax, NpH BLICOKOM KOBbUIE
KoHb ryass no BoJe...

Nnoroxs

JKapkoB onsiTb ycHyJ1, MOTOMY UTO HE TOMHHT, YTO MPOHCXOHJIO MEX 1Y nec-
Heil U TenepelIHHM cocTosiHHeM. C necHeil GBLIO YIOTHO H CMOKOHHO, a ceifuac
KaKafl-TO HeYCTOHYHBOCTb H TpeBora. OH MOYyBCTBOBAJ 3TO, €lle He OTKphIBas
rnas. Bo-nepBHX, OHH OCTAHOBHJHCb. BO-BTOPBIX, KpOMe 3HAKOMBIX TOJOCOB
NPOCTYKEHHOTO H BO3HHLbBI CABIILAJNCA TPETHH roJjoc.

— C 1pex cropon 6yaro.. C cob6akamu... Ha tpancnoprepax...

JKapkoB BHayaJjie nogymaJj, 4YTO rOBOPAT O YEM-TO HX HE KAacCaloUIeMCS, HO
MOCJI€IHHE CI0BA O TPAHCMOPTEPAX €ro HACTOPOXKHJIH.

«B Thily TpaHCOpTEPH — 3TO YTO-TO BaXKHOE».
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— Haw 6yaro npunsa pewenne He npunuMaTth 60fi. FaaBuyio gopory npu-
Ka3zaa samMHHupoBaTh. Ha apyrux saBaabl caenarthb.

Tenepb )KapkoB MOHsJA, YTO pa3roBOp OTHOCHTCH K HHM. Peub, oueBHAHO,
naer o norone. Hemupl nayr caegom.

«KoneuHo, Ha TpaHcnoprepax-TO OBICTpee,— C rOpeublio PacCyAHa OH.-—
K Tomy e MBI CTOMM, a He eaem».

OH otkpbin raasa. OnH crosan B jecy. Haa ronoBoi cepeso He60, 3HAUNT,
y>Ke paccBeno. Beino BHAHO, KaK Haj cOCHaMH KayGsiTca o6Jaka, TOUHO nepe-
CTHNIAIOT APYT APYKKY. B HOrax y Hero cHaesu BO3HHIIA, NPOCTYKEHHBIA H He-
3HAKOMbIH MapeHb B UITATCKOH oxexje.

Cefiuac 6oMUB KypHJH, H pe3kHii aAbIM camMocaaa poneran ao )Kapkosa.

ITpocTyxeHHBIi 3aMeTHJ, YTO OH NMPOCHYJICA, KHBHYJ MPHBETIHBO:

— TlpuBer. )Kparb xouemb? Penbaliep NpUXOAHJ, CNPALIHBAJ.

Y, ne poxupasce orpera )XapkoBa, oH noumen B rayGb Jjeca.

Bepuyacsa Bmecre ¢ dpeabamwepom. )KapkoB BHauane H He y3Haa DHAHNBIYA,
H tak oH 6bln KPYrABIM, TOJACTHIM H MajleHbKHM, a TYT, B CTapoM noJayuiyGke,
C BLIDBAHHBIM KJIOKOM Ha GOpPTY, B 6oNbHIOH IIanKe W3 OBYHHBI,— BOOGLLE Ka-
3aJIcsl CMELIHBIM KONOGKOM, KOTOPBIH KATHTCSl H pa3roBapHBaeT OJHOBPEMEHHO.

— CamouyBcTBHe Huyero? [lepxkaTbcsi Hajgo. epxxaTbCs,— 3aroBOpHI
®dununbiy enle Hagaan.— naBHOe, He 3aMep3HYTb. 3aMep3aHHe — MJOXOH
NPH3HAK.

IMpocTyxkeHHBIH MPOTAHYA KYCOK caja H XxJeG.

— Bort 10-10, TaK-TO,— nNpuroBapuBaj ®uannoiy, BUAA, yTO YXapKoB c1aj-
KO €CT.

OHH npoCTOAINH B Jiecy ueJbl aeHb, 6e3 npoHcuecTBHil H 6e3 0coGHIX
cobuiTHi, KpoMe yTpennero, ciyuyaiino ycabimanaoro )KapKoBbiM pa3sroBopa,
HHKaKHX CBeIeHHH H CNyXOB O Npec/edOBaHHH He GBLIO,

«[1a u Te, HaBepHoe, NpocTo cayxh»,— aymad )Kapkos. [locae coiTHOl egnl
Ha CBeXXeM NMbAHALILEM BO3JyXe eMY JIeKaJ0Ch JIeTKO H AyMaJock cnokoitno. Ho
oJHa, cAy4yafHO MpHIIeAINasi MbICJAb 3aHHMaJja ero OecnpepbiBHO. OH BApPYT
BCMNOMHHJ O NOJHTPYKe H crapmnHe JIpo60Te, 0 TOM, KaK OH He CyMeJ 3aX0po-
HHTb HX, a TONIBKO CBEPXY, HACKOJBKO XBaTHJIO CHJ, 3a6pocan BeTkaMHu. Tak BoOT
OHH H JIeXKaT MO/ CHEroM, Tak BOT H Mep3HyT. OH coBceM 3a6bla, uto nea enop
NOXOPOHHA HX.

JKapkoB noHnman, 4To 3TO Hejeno, YTo MEPTBHIM HH XOJOJHO, HH XapKo H
BCEe PABHO Tfie JieKaThb, N0J CHErOM JiH, B 3eMJie JIH, HO He MOT H3GaBHTbCA OT
3TOH MBICAH H OT YYBCTBa CBOeH HEBOJIbHOA BHHBI Hepej TOBApHILAMH,

«CKONBKO HX 3a BOHHY-TO TOJIErJ10, — yTellias oH ce6s.—3 H To CKOJIbKO
noBugan y6uThiX. Jlexar rie nomajao, CXOPOHeHbl Koe-Kak...»

Ho uyBcTBO BHHOBATOCTH He MPOXOAHJIO, a Tep3ajo eMy AyWY, CKHMAJO
HEeMpHBLIYHOH 60JIbIO.

Paspanca B3pbIB, MOXOXKHH Ha I'POM, BHe3anHbli H PaCKaTHCTHIH.

Bce Ha MrHOBeHHe 3aMepJiH, a TOTOM 3aroBOPHJIH BCe CPa3y, ¥ BCEX NOABOJ.

— Mununa cpa6orana,— NpOH3HEC MPOCTYKEHHBHIH.

Jlomwaab ¢BIpDKHYNA H JepHYyJa CaHH.

— Tnpy-y, A3BH Te6d,— NPHKPHKHY.J1 BO3HHIIA H, YCTHIAUBILHCH CBOEH He-
npaBoTHl, f06aBH H3BHHHTenbHO:— He nopa eiue.

Kro-to 6exan no gopore, OCTaHaBJANBAJICA Y CaHeHd N BHOBb -6exaJ.

— Bot uro,— ycabimaa )KapkoB 3anbixaBluniics roJsoc.— Tporaemcesi.
Ha pasBuike, 3170 KHIIOMeTpa yepe3 TPH, Bl IOBepHeTe Ha/leBO, 32 NepBoi Noa-
ponoii. Exail, exail, He cBopauuBaii. A K yTpy, npHMepHO, 06paTHO pasBuiKa 6y-
aet, Tak HaneBo. Tam coeannnmca. Tam osepo.
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JKapkoB 3anOMHHA BeCb MaplIpyT, XOTS NPaBHTh IOABOAOMA NpPeaCTOAJIO He
eMy H CKa3aHO Gbl10 He MO-BOEHHOMY.

«I3 rpaxpaHCKUX mnapeHb», — MOAYMaJ OH O TOM, KTO MNepeaanal
MapIpyT.

OuH TpouysHch. Beckope BosiHeHHA yJjerduch. B secy 6ui10 cnokoitHo. Hu-
YTO, KPOME€ HemaBHero [ajIeKOro B3pbiBa, He HANMOMHHaJ0 06 OMacHOCTH.

Ckpune/ii, MOBH3THBAJH Ha NOBOPOTax caHH. MoJiuaju JIOLH.

— Jloporoii-To Ha HOYb-TO NOGOSITCA, NOAH,— NEpPBLI NPOH3HEC BO3HH-
ua.— HeMubl-T0 HOUBIO-TO He BOIOIOT.

— Ilynemer 6b1 HaM,— nocjie f0Jroil maysbl OTO3BaJCsl NMPOCTYXKEHHBIMH.

«Bor 6b1 Mmo#t «aertApb» cefivac,— nogyman )Kapkos.— I'le oH Temepb,
4ybe IJIEYO 1aBHT?»

H onarb emy mnpepcraBHiHch YOHTbE NOJNHTPYK H cTtapiuuHa J{po6or.

Bor HaBaxaenue! CTOJIbKO BpeMEHH NPOILJIO — HE BCINOMHHAJIHCh, a ce-
rogHs! )KapkoB He BepHJI B IPHMETH H He 3HAJ HX, HO cefluac 3TH BOCIIOMHHA-
HHS OKa3aJHCch HeAo6pbIMH. OH MOTPSAC roJOBOR H NMPHKPHKHYJ caM Ha ce6f:
«Hy Bot eme! Yero ato s1?!»

B KOHLe KOHLOB THINHHA H NMOCKPHIbIBaHHE caHel cmopHiH )KapkoBa. On
saapemas. Emy naxe con npHcHH/cS. ByaTo 6bl CTOUT OH Ha CBOHX HOTaXx, TOJMb-
KO OT ¢/1a6OCTH AepKHTCS 06eHMH PYKaMH 3a aepeBo. A nepex HHM reHepai,
TOJIbKO... HeMelKHH, 6eJ06pbIChIf, ¢ MOHOKJIeM HAa WwHypouke. I'enepan 6yaro
6bl BesIHT OTAaTh 3HaMs. A )KapkoB — pyKy Ha KoJblo — npHkasbiBaer: «Han
Bbl OTIPAaBHTe MeHs CO 3HAMeHeM K CBOHM, HJH 1 B3OPBY 3HaMs, H ce6sl, H Bac
BMeCTe...».

— Tuxo, THX0, — ycablluas OH TOJIOC NMPOCTYKEHHOTO M Cpasy Mmpo-
CHYJICSL.

OHH CTOSINIM B JleCy U BCJAYIIHBAJHCh B THIUHHY. [Topse caneit HaxoaHJaHCh
ellle JIOAH, OYEeBHIHO, C MepBOi MoABOAbLl. Bce 3ataunu AbIXxaHHe.

— Cuabllny,— 3a Bcex orBeTHJ )Kapkos.— Co6Gaka TABKaer. '

— O! O! — He TO NOXBaJIHJ, He TO COrJIACHJCHA NMPOCTYXKEHHbIH, — DTO OHH
¢ HmedkamMu. PawUCTLl Bcerga ¢ OBYapKaMH B MOHCK HAYT.

[TpocTyKeHHHIA NOMeRJHJ, AOCAAJHBO KPSKHYJ H HCYe3 KyAa-To.

— B nopsake, — coo6wwu OH, BO3BpalLasicb uepe3 HEKOTOpOoe BpeMs.—
[Nocaenuuft camocan Bbichinad. Tenepb ciex He BO3BMYT.

Ou roBopus nonywenoroM. M Bce pasropapusanu enpa cabiiHo. JKapKkoBy
M0Ka3aJioch, 4TO Jiomaab H Ta 3aMepsia Ha MTHOBeHHe.

— UYro y Hac eCTb H3 OPYXHSA? — CNPOCHJ NMPOCTYXKEeHHBIH, B3AABIIHA Ha
ce6s1 posib KoMaHaHpa. — JIBa BHHTapA. Y MHKHTHI Harad... A 31o...— oH o6pa-
THICA K KapKoBy, — «JIHMOHKY»-TO paH.

— He-e,— orkasaa )KapkoB, xBatasicb 3a KOJbLO.

— Taxk Bepe...

— He-e... y MeHs1 x naker.

— Hy, nagso.

~—- JIBHHYJH,— NPHKA3aJ NMPOCTYXKEHHbIA, H CAHH, OCTOPOXKHO CKPHIHYB,
MOKaTHJIH N0 HeHakaTaHHOR aopore.

BHOBb mocabliancs cobayuit jal. OH npHOIHKAJICS.

— He nomorno, — ¢ nocagoit nponsHec BO3HHLA.

— O6o1H,— O6BACHH TPOCTYXKEHHBI.

OH nepe6GpaJsicil B 330K caHell, LIEJKHYJ 3aTBOPOM.

— Hac-to... paHeHOT0-TO YKpHITH Hal0,— NPENJONKHJ BO3HHIA.

IIpocTykeHHBIH MaxHYJ PYKOH, YTO 03HA4aJO: OH 3HaeT, 4TO JeJaTb, H B
CBOe BpeMs MOAacT HEOGXOAHMYIO KOMaHAy.
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JKapKoB npHnogHAJCA Ha PYKax, CTapasch pasrisiierb Yto-HH6YyaAb HA f0-
pore. Ho mozaan Guila takoit ke sec. OnuHoKHe nepesbsi G MOX0XKH Ha 3a-
TaHBILUHXCS BEJIHKAHOB, H MOCKOJIbKY OHH He JBHrajiHCb, 3TO GbIJIO HECTPALIHO.

— CpopauuBail,— NpHKa3aJj IMPOCTYXKEHHbIH Mocje HanpsXKEHHOro MOoJI-
YyaHHs.

«Bot oHa — mpuMera»,— moaymaJ )Kapkos, BHOBb BCIIOMHHAsl yXe He
MepTBLIX TOBapHileH, a CBOH HEOXKHAAHHble BOCTIOMHHAHHS.

— Ho, s13Bu Te6s,— Bnojrojioca Bbipyrajicsi BO3HHIA, HO Jomafb, 6yATO
MOHMMAasi MOMEHT, CaMa MOBepPHYyJa B APYrylo CTOPOHY H CBEpHyJ/a He HaJleso,
a HampaBoO OT JOPOTH.

KoM cHera cBasmics ¢ JepeBa H OCbllajl HX MEJIKOH KPOUIKOM.

— O, absiBOJ, HamyraJ,— MpollenTaj BO3HHIA.— Tbl HHYero?

— Huuero,— otosBajica )Kapkos.

[IpocTyKeHHbIH CTOs HeMmoAaNeKy, HO ero He 6bli1o cabliHoO. [lo JKapkoBa
nosnereno npHbaHxKaoieecss tsiBKaHbe. OHO HamoMHHJ0 cocenckoro Hlapn-
Ka — UYepHYIO JIaCKOBYIO, HO KPHKJIHBYI0 COGAaUOHKY, KOTOpasi BOT TaK e TSB-
KaJjia, KOraa OHH, peGATHILKH, Cbe3XKaJH C TMOpKH.

— 3710 He OByapka,— He yaepxaJcsa )Kapkos.

Bo3HHua He oTBeTHJ, 6YATO He pacCJbiliaJl.

— He oBuapka, rosopio.

— Llbl-pi! — npHUBbIKHYJ BO3HHIA.— BoT o6Hapyxat. Uto Mbl 6e3 opy-
KHA?!

Ho )KapkoBy nokasajnocb, 4TO OHH MOTYT MOHaJeJaTb HEXOPOLIUX JeJl, OH
noGosIcsl 3TOr0 H NMPOM3HEC BO Becb roJioc:

— 310 He oBuapka. Ji!

TyT 1o Hero aoHecJHChb GJIM3KHE rojioca, H BCKOPE BMeCTE C MPOCTYKEHHBIM
NOABHJICA HEBHICOKHH CTApHYOK ¢ GepAaHKO# 3a CIHHOH, C JBOPHSIXKKOH Bre-
pean.

— Hy Bor! — Bockanknyn JKapkos.

Bce o6papoBajHCh TaKOMY CUYacTJHBOMY MOBOpPOTY [e€Jia, 3arOBOPHJIH
T'POMKO.

— C 1e6s, cabllib, NPHXOAHTCA,— CKa3aJji NpPOCTYXKeHHbli.— $1 H3-3a TBo-
ero BOJIKOAaBa MOJIKHCeTa TaGaKy Ha AOpOry BbiChINaJl.

Crapuk npuxJonHyJ ce6a pykaBHiaMH no GeapaM H 3acMesiyicsl HCKpeHHe H
3a710pHO, Kak Masabuninka. HeokngaHHo OH ocTaHOBH/CSI H O6GpaTHJCA K CO-
6auKke, KaK K 4eJIOBeKY:

— H1b ynxnyna... Tenepb noHATHO? — OH B3BH3THYJ H ONATb 3acMesJi-
cA.— Ta6ak Bbicbina/H, cjieibl OCTaBHJIH...

— Cmex cmexoM,— 0GOpBaJi ero NPOCTYXEHHbIH,— a Yero no HoyaM Xo-
IHLIB?

— Taxk urb...— crapnyok 3akamsiica. U kaxkapiit pas, koraa ero cnpauis-
BaJIH, OH CHa4aJjia JoJir0 Kauuisj, NIOTOM OTBeyaJ ¢ nay3aMH, o6ayMbiBast Kax-
noe ciaoBo.— Ectb oxora. [lymalo, gaii 3aiftunikos nocrpeasio. OHH TyTa...—
OH MOKpyTHa rosioBodl. Kpyrom 6bia1 jec.— Her, tama...

BceM cTajio ICHO, YTO OH FOBOPHT HENpaBAay, HO SICHO H ApPYroe: CTapH4yoK
CBOil, H 3j1a OT Hero XAaTb He Ha/lo, H co6ayka y Hero Ao6Gpasi H HHKAKas He
OXOTHHuYbs. C TaKoil Ha OXOTY XOAHTb — TOJIbKO BCE [0 MOPTHTD.

— Tbl BOT 4TO,— CKa3aJjl NpoCTyXeHHbll.— Thl 0 Hale#l BCcTpeue...

— Taxk urb... Ha mamsitb cna6.— M crapuuok onsiTh 3acMeslyICs, XpHILJIOBa-
To U mporsaxkHOo. He To Kamnssi, He To cmescs.

— H ewe,— mpononkaa NpocTyKeHHHA,— paHeHbl#t y Hac. MoxeT, Kop-
MEXKa NpH cebe ecTb?
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Ilen nocypoBes, Hak/OHWJCcs Haj )KapKOBLIM, CJIOBHO Kejasi MPOBEPHTb
CMpaBeAJHBOCTb YCJBIINAHHBIX CJAOB, U 10J€3 3a Ma3yxy.

— Bor, nosonai,— u on nporsauyn YKapkoy momamHell BbINEYKH Je-
MeIKy.

Jleneiuka 6biia eLie TenyioH, NpHATHO corpeBaJsa pykH (TyT cHosa YKapxos
MOYYBCTBOBAJ, YTO OH 3aMep3) H Bbi3biBaja anmneTut. OH BHAEN, YTO H BO3-
HHLIA, H MPOCTYXKEHHbIH CTIOTHYJAH CJIOHKH.

— OraambiBafiTe,— OH MPOTSAHYJ JIEMEIKY.

— Ewb,— oTkasaJcst npocTyKeHHBIi H pe3Ko oTBepHy.Jics oT )Kapkosa.—
Exatb Hago.

— Tak utb, — BCTPAN cTapHYOK, — APOXKHT NapeHb. [{poxxKu, Mo, npo-
naer... Ha-ka, — on caepHyn ¢ ce6sa pykasuubl H nporsiny.a JKapkosy. — Hy-
Hy, GepH, monpasJsidcs.

A )KapkoBa 611 03H06. OH 60s1/ICA OQHOrO — KaK Gbl TOBAPHLIH HE YCJIbi-
IWAaJH, YTO Y HEro cTyyaT 3yObl.

HOBDBIE N0 H

3HO6UJIO TaK, KaK HHKOrAa eiie He 3H061J10. He TonbKO OH Bech ApoxKaJ, HO
H B HEM Bce JpO’KaJjo. 3HOGHHKH Kak Obl MPOIIHBAJH €r0 HaCKBO3b MEJIKHMH
GeCKOHEYHbIMH HrOJIKaMH, YK apKOBY UyAHJIOCH, YTO HE OH CaM, HO H CaHH, H TO-
BapHILH, H JaXKe Jomab JPOXKAT BMecTe ¢ HHM. BpeMeHamu oH Kyaa-To npoBa-
JuBaJcA, HO 03HOG CHOBA BO3BpalllajJ ero Ha MecTO, XOTSl MecTO 3TO OKa-
3aJ10Ch YK€ He CaHfIMH, He JIeCOM, a MOJyMpauyHoill 3eMJsIHKOH, npomep3mei
B YrJaax.

Ilpuass B ce6n, )KapkoB mepBbiM AejJO0M CYHYJ PYKY MO THMHACTEpKY.
3Hams oOKasajsoch Ha Mecte. A BOT KapMaHbl 6GblaH mycthl. CnacHutesbHas
«JIHMOHKa» HCYesJa,

JKapxos orasigencs. B yray, y camonesnibHOH cBeuH, CIHHOH K HeMy cHel
yejioBEK, He TO YHTaJl, He TO JApeMa..

— -3, — xpumnosato npotanya )Kapkos. ['osnoc 6bl1 caabuim. OH cam
ce6s eye ycabiuiag. )KapkoB BAOXHyJ mnoray6xe, Becb Hampsirca. — ToBa-
puuL... Tyt 6bLno...

— Cnabljo,— OTBeTHJ CHASIIHIA, He OGOpayHBasicb H He MEHSs MNO3bl.

— Tlaker.

— TIlapker.

YenoBeK rOBOPHJ KAaK-TO CTPAHHO: HJIH He moHuman )KapkoBa, HAH mpH-
LypHBaJCS.

Y JKapkosa He GbL10 CHJ CMOPHTbL M A0Ka3biBaTb. OH 3aM0Juan H BHOBb
3aJpoxKaJl, HO Tenepb y)Ke OT HepBHOro HampsxkeHus. )KapkoBa Bo36yans He
CTONbKO caM (PAKT HCUE3HOBEHHS] «JHMOHKH» H JOKYMEHTOB, HO 6oJjblIe TO,
KaK 3TOT YeJIOBeK OTpearHpoBaJj Ha ero ofpauieHHe. 3a Bce Mecsilbl 60JMe3HH
JKapkoB BcTpeuaJs pasHbiX JIoJeH, HO MOYTH BCeX HX OObeAHHAJNO OAHO: YYT-
KOCTb, BHHMaHHe, JKeJaHHe MOMOYb eMy, paHeHOMY KpacHoapme#iny. OH Tak
MPHUBBIK K 3TOH YYTKOCTH, K TOMY, YTO JIIOAH TOTYAC OTKJHKAJHCb HA BCe €ro
npocbGbl H MO BO3MOXKHOCTH BBINMOJHSJIH HX, TaK MPHBHIK K COYYBCTBHIO, K
J06GpBIM CJIOBaM, YTO ceiluac 6blyl MPOCTO 06e30pyKeH rpyObiM OTBETOM CHAA-
1ero K HeMy CNHHOH ueJiOBeKa.

«da csoit an on? Hopmaabubiit au? Ilonumaer M, 0 yeM HAeT peub?s
IMo cMbicay BHIXOAMJIO — MOHMMaer, HO MO orBeraM... «CrpaHHbI KaKo#i-
to,— pemua Xapkos.— Her, k Hemy s Gosabie oGpamatrbcs ne 6yay. Ho
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Kak 6biTb? Benb rpanara Heo6xoanma. OHa Mosl 3amMTa. 3HaMeHH 3alIHTA.
Masio au uvero... A gokyments... Hy, ouu-to, Hageioco, He nponaayt... U tyr
ero B not 6pochno.— A maker? Ha caMoM-TO gesle HHKaKOro makera Her...
Onu ysnanu. U yto Tenmepn?..»

J)KapkoB cran sHeprHuyHO AyMaTh, HCKATb BLIXOJ H3 CO3]1aBLIErocsl MoJio-
JKEHHS.

«[la Bce oueHb MPOCTO,— YCMOKOHJI OH ce6A.— OueHb Aaxe OGBACHHMO.
A naker H He B KapMaHe. B kapmaHe «JHMOHKa»... A makeT y MeHsl MOA NO-
BA3KAMH CHIPAATAH».

OH B310XHYJ 06GJIErYEHHO H MOKOCHJCSI HAa yesnoBeKa. TOT Kak cHAeJ, Tak
H POAOJIXKAJ CHAeTb 6e3 NBHXKEeHHS, TOUHO MaHeKeH. )KapKoB Tak H Ha3BaJ
ero ansi ceGsi — MaHekeH.

Tyt on 3amerusi, uTo B 3eMJISIHKE KPOME Hap CTOHT elle Kejie3Has Kpo-
Batb. Kak ona sfecw ouythiaach? OTkyna Basuiacb? Ho dakr ocraBasics dak-
TOM: KpOBaTb CTOSIJIa H Ha Hel KTO-TO JieXaj, HaKpLITHIH ¢ rojioBod cra-
pOH HIMHEJbIO.

Bnpouem, )KapkoBy noxa uto He 1O KpOBAaTH 6blIO H HE JO TOro, KTO TaM
JIEXKHT,

«Kak e BepHyTb? — MyuHTenabHO ayman oH.— Ilpexzae Bcero, «1HMOH-
Ky» Hafo BepHYTb... XOTb Gbl H3 HALIHUX KTO MPHILUEN>».

O ¢ Ttensortoil cran BcrnomuHath Puaunbiua, [lata, «6opoay», mpocTty-
JKEHHOro, KaK 6yaTo 370 6bliH poaHble Jioad. [la-Tak H ecTb. Bo#iHa poaHHuT.
BoiiHa paspensier, HO H c6JHXaeT JIOLEH.

«All, 0 yeM A?! — o3nmwicA Ha ce6a )KapkoB.— Tyr Takoe cepbe3noe
IeJI0».

— TIluTtb,— nonpocHs oH, coo6pasuB koe-uto.— [1nTb,— nosropun YKap-
KOB [orpomue,

MaHekeH He MOLIEBEJHJICA, HO PACHOPALHJICH MaJIbyHIIEYbHM TOJOCOM:

— Kopo6oxk, Hanoi#i HOBEHbKOrO.

«Hy # tun!»> — B pywe Bo3myTHJcs )Kapkos.

Ha Hapax kTo-TO 3aweBesHsics, H Yepe3 HecKOJbKO ceKyHh nepexn JKap-
KOBBIM NpE€ACTaJ 3acCHaHHbIH mapeHb, KOTOPHIH H HE CKPbIBaJ OT HEro 3eBOTHI.
3eBan u npotaruBas )KapkoBYy KpyXKY.

«lla yto ke 3T0 Takoe? — ayman )KapkoB.— M kak ke MHe Temepb
6biTh?.. Tak OHH H IO 3HaMeHH 106epyTcA. A MHE H 3alUHTHTb €ro HeYeM>».

Bhixon Gbui OOHH: OGPATHTLCS 3@ NOMOIULIO K KOMY-TO H3 3HAKOMBIX, Jy4-
we 6bl K «6opone», k [laty. Ho Hukoro He 6bu10. 1o BceM npumeram crosia
Houb. JliogH cnanu. )KapkoBy ocraBaJjoch XJAaThb yTpa.

— JKapkos,— HeoxupanHo nponsHec ManekeH. HacTonbko HeoXxHAaHHO,
yto )KapkoBy mnokasajioch, 4YTO €My MOUYyAHJOCb, GYATO MPOH3HECEHA
ero ¢pamuaua. On HacTopoxuics. — )KapkoB, — noBTopua MaHekeH, — no-
JIMTPYK W CcTapluMHa noru6jau?

— Hy-y,— HepemHTenbHO npoTAnya YKapxos.

— Xopown#i 6bui,— MOCOYYBCTBOBaJ MaHekeH.

«KT0 HMeHHO?» — x0Tesn cnpocHTb )KapkoB, HO He CNPOCHJI, MOTOMY 4YTO
6bl1 nopaxeH BonpocamMH MaHekeHa.

«[louemy on nouHTepecoBancs? Kakoe emy-To peno?»

J)KapkoB Myuuiicsi, CTapasicb PelIHTb 3Ty 3a4a4yy CO MHOIMHMH HEH3BECTHBI-
MH. MaHekeH MosuaJi, HO )KapkoB yJiaB/HBaJ MO 3TOMY 0COGOMY MOJIYAHHIO,
4TO €MY €llle XOYeTCH NMOTrOBOPHTh, UTO €CTb YTO-TO TAKOEe, YTO H €ro AEpXKHT
B HanpsixkeHHH. OH KaK-TO Becb HAmpsircsi, BHINPAMHJCA, 6YATO NOATOTOBHII-
csl K 6pocky.
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«Eunie u mio6GonbiTHHIA, Kak 6a6a»,— ocyaus npo ce6s )Kapkos.

— A A... ... K Apyroii rpynmne nmpHcraj,— BAPYr npH3Hajcsi MaHeKeH.—
IMpeanaran x BaM MATH, 1A KAamHUTaH OTCTABHJI.

JKapkos eme Goabuwe 3amyrancs. FoBopHT 3ToT MaHekeH Bpole O ueM-
TO moaxoxsimeMm, Ho o yeM? M mouemy oH — ceit MaHekeH — 06 3TOM TOBO-
pHT? MaHekeH mepBbIM He BHIIEpXKaJ, elle He 060payHBasiCb, HO YK€ NpH-
BCTaBasi, COOGLIHII:

— Ky3bkuH s... KpacHoapmeen KysbkuH.

JKapkoB uyTh Gbl10 He BCKpHKHYJ. Benb ecan 3to KysbkuH, T0 OH Toraa
yapaJ, HO ecjlH TO, O YeM OH FOBOPHT, NPAaBla, TOrXa OH HH NMPH 4YeM, K TOMY
e OH B OoTpsile, NPOTHB dawucTos Gopercs.

W tyr npyras Mbicib BHILLIA HA MEPBOE MECTO.

— Caywai, Ky3bkui,— 3amenraa )Kapkos, nenasi BHA, YTO H NMPH3HaeT
€ro, H Bce NMOHHMAaerT, H Bce npowmaer.— ['paHaty-to MHe Hagpo. [Ipu MHe Bax-
Hbifl naker. OH Nox noBA3KO#H... Tl Beab... MB ke oco6oe 3agaHHe BHIMOJHSA-
JIH... MoxeT, He 3Haelllb...

— Pas Th MHe noBepua,— cka3an Ky3bKHH H peLIHTENbHO NOAHSICS.
JKapkoB roryac ysHasn ero — KoJroBsi30ro, AOJTOPYKOro — H Ha MTHOBEHHe
oGpanoBaJcs.

— TIpanary-ro Hapo... §I x uecTHo...

— T@panarky camu BoeHBpauy B3siJH.

YTtpom )KapkoBa oxHAan HOBHIA CIOPNPHU3.

Ewe kornja oHH HaxoauJHCh B KapaHTHHe H crapmuHa [Ipo6oT y4yus HX
apMmeiickoMy yMmy-pa3yMy, 6bi y HHX B poTe 3aBOAHOH mapeHb. ®aMHAHH
JKapkoB He 3aNMOMHHJ, MOTOMY YTO BCe, B TOM YHCJE H CAM CTApIIHHA, 3BAaJH
ero Banarypom. Ectb Takne HeyeMmHble, HemocemJquBble NeTH: KPYTSATCHA, Lia-
JAT, CMEIOTCA, pra He 3akpbiBaloT. MXx 30BYT 10/10H, PTYTHHIM ILIApHKOM.
A stor Banaryp a0 B3poC/abIX JieT, [0 apMHH OCTaJjcsA TakuMm loJoii. Banary-
pua1 oH Ge3 KoHua, ¢ moAbeMa 1o or6os. IlocrosiHHO moayuyasn 3ameuvyaHHst
or crapunbl. Ho korna onu Bowsu B 6o, Banaryp okasaJics xpaGpheiM Kpac-
HoapmeHlleM H oueHb HeOGXONHMbIM yenoBekoM. CaM crapiiHHa GLIBajo roBo-
pui: «Yero npuyHbliu, opasi? A rae naw Baaaryp? Hy-ka, Bhipa3u yero-Hu-
6yab, NOAHHMH MOpanibHOe cocToAHHe». M Banaryp Beipaau.

Tak Bor, mocae noawvema, mocje H3MepeHHs! TeMIEepaTypbl BBISICHHJAOCD,
yro HanpoTtHB )KapkoBa, HAa eXHHCTBEHHOH, HEH3BECTHO KaK 3JeCb OUYTHB-
eicst KpOBATH JIEXKHT YeJIOBEK, BHeUIHe MOX0XHH Ha Toro camoro Basarypa.
(PKapkoB naxke moayMaJ,uyTo OH KpOBaTb 3Ty caM AAs ce6s rae-HHOYAb BHI-
Konaj. Ho mo3sxe oH moHss, uyro poragka ero omun6oyHa. He mor Banaryp
3TOr0 cpenartb. bes Horu Jexan.)

Kak Toabko basaryp mpocHyscsl, TOTYAC 3aroBODHJI:

— CHHSAITapbl,— OH HCKaXaJ CJOBO, HO 3BYYaJiO 3TO He OGHAHO, NO6poO-
JywHo-wyTauBo. CaHurapbl 3ayabi6anucb.— CHHATapH, Yy MeHs Y3M3.—
Tyr Baanaryp samerua )KapkoBa u oGopBaj cBoe GanarypcrBo.—Moxer,
Mewaio?

— Huuero,— oto3Bancsa )Kapkos.

— 310 BMecTO ¢pH33apANKH,— 06bsicHHN Banaryp.— Mbl TaHueBatb He
HCKYCHBI, HaM Gbl MOTpPenaThbCsl.

H on peanya wacryuky:

Xopolio TOMY XKHBeETcH,
Y koro ogHa Hora.
CanoroB OH MaJji0 HOCHT,
M wmraHuHa-TO OofHa.
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JKapkoBy 6bl10 cOBCceM He Becesio, a CaHHTApbl CMESIHCD,

BHesanHo cmex o6opBajcs. B 3eMJsiHKy Bolue;1 BOeHHbIH, mpH ¢opwme,
npH Wnajax B neTyHUe, CTPOHHBIH H BLICOKHA. BblJIO CTPaHHO y3HaTb, UTO
3TO BCEro-HaBCero BOEHHbIH Bpau H OH NpHIIeN OCMOTPeTb HOBEHLKOro, TO
ecTb ero, )Kapkosa.

Boiins, BoeHBpay no-BpayeGHOMY Hauyaj NOTHpPAaTb PYKH, Ha XOAYy 3ana-
BaTb BONPOCHI CaHHTapaM.

— Cnana? En?

OH ces1 nopne )KapkoBa, KHBHYJl €My NPHBETJIHBO H MOCMOTPeJl HPHCTaJb-
HO, NpAMO B rJjasa.

— Tak paccka)kure, Ha 4TO XKaJiyeTech?

JIBHXKeHHs1 Y Hero GblIH yBepeHHble, NOBeAeHHe TBepAOe H roJoC MSTKHH,
pacnonarawowmuii. Or Bcero 3toro )KapkoB mnoHauyaJy paa)ke pacrepsiics,
BeJb 3a-BPeMsA BCEX €ro MyYeHHH, C MOMEHTA PaHEHHS OH BNepBhie CTOJKHYJCS
C HACTOSILLIHM BPauyoM.

— JlonKHO GbiTb, BOCMAJ€HHE JIETKHX HJIH ONSITbh CEKBECTP BbIXOAHT, NO-
TOMY 4TO 3HOGHJIO...

— $1 He o ToM, — npepBaJa BoeHBpay. — S 0 kano6ax. Bor 03HO0G... Ewe
4TO?

OH BbIBEJ] pa3roBop B HYXKHOE PYCJIO H CTaJj CJAYLIATh,

A )Kapkos mosiHOBaJicsi Bce Gosblie: <A BAPYr H OCMATpPHBATb HauyHeT?
A yTO, €c/IH H TPyldb BEJIMT pa3sBA3aTh?»

OH HayaJ HeBnonaj oTBe4YaTbh Ha BONPOCHI, BOEHBpAy CHOKOHHO MONpan-
JISII €r0 H TepneJIHBO nepecnpalHBal.

— A rpyab TporaTh He Hapo, — He Bbiaepxaa )Kapkos.

— 1 x moka He 06 3TOM.

— MpHe Bpau HakasaJj, — coJraj )Kapkos.

— Yero BBl TpeBOXKHTECH? YCHOKOHTECH.

BoeHBpau noulynan myJibc, MOCMOTPEJ TOpJO, NOC/AYIIaJ AbIXaHHE H K Be-
JHKOH pagocTtH )XapkoBa 3akJIOUHJ:

— [Ilo-BHauMomy, onsitb oyaroBasi nMHeBMOHHA. Bac B rocnHTasb Hapo,
HO... — OH pa3BeJ pykamH. — [IpH nepBoH BO3MOMXHOCTH... — OH KakK-TO
CTPAHHO MOAMHIHYJ OGOHMH TIJIa3aMH H MOXBaJHJ HeoXHAaHHO: — Mo-
Jgogen!

— ToBapuu, BoeHBpau, — ocMesen Kapkos. — I'panaty 6bi? BepHy-
JH 6bI?

— 3auem?

— TIlpuBbik s K HeH... Cnoko#Hel Kak-To...

— He HyxHo. Tenepn 51 3a Te6sa oTBeyao... 3a BCE, — MHOTO3HAUYHTEJ b-
HO N06aBHJI BOEHBpay, ONATb NMOAMHrHYJ OGOHMH TJla3aMH H YIUeJ H3 3€M-
JIAHKH.

NMEYAJIbHDBIE BECTH

Crano crniokofiHee H BeceJee. [IpHuIIH ¢ 3aaaHHs ToBapHIUH. [loABHAHCH
[Tat, ®ununeiy, npoctyxkeHHpii. )KH3Hb BOlIA B MPHBLIYHYIO, 106PYIO KO-
gew. U 3poposbe yayumnnoch. Temnepatypa cnana. Con Haaaaumacs. Ho
ayiua...

XoTs aywe ocoGeHHO Hekorga Ghijio mpoABaATbh ce6s. Kak npopsago:
c yTpa o Beuepa y )KapkoBa roctH, TOYHO HM MOAAJH KOMaHAy He ocTaB-
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JsATb ero ogxoro. M BoeHBpau He o6paiaj BHHMAaHHS HA MOCETHTENEH, JHUIb
HHOTJa Npeaynpexpan:

— He ouenb ero yromasiite u... He npHkacafitechb K HeMy.

dopmanbHo 3axoauan 6yaro 6n HaBecTHTb )KapkoBa M mocaywath bBa-
Jaarypa, Ho )KapKkoB yyBCTBOBaJ: 4ero-To0 He AOrOBAPHBAIOT TOBAPHIIH, YTO-
TO yraupaioT. [IpocTyKeHHbI 3aHKHYJCA 6blaO:

— A wmbl B TBoefi Jlecyxe noGbiBajH...— H 3anHyjcA.— TH-TO Kak?

®duaunbly JeneuikH AOMaLIHHe MPHHEC.

— 310 or crapHuka, He u3 Jlecyxu, a TOro camMoro, ¢ coGauKof.

Bcex npepniBaa Basaryp.

— W uro 5 Bo cHe BHAea,— OH o6paimaJics K canurapy Kopo6ky.— Byn-
TO 66 Ml ¢ TOGOH MO MbAHOMY Aejay B palickHil cal 3aJe3H.

ToBapHIH 3aTHXAJH H OKPYXaJaH KpoBatb Bazarypa, Bnpouyem, Tax, urto-
6bl He 3acyoHHTH ero ot )KapkoBa.

— Hy Bor... 3anesau u TonbKO paifickux siIGIOYKOB XOTeNH HAPBaTh AJSA
3aKycoHa, Hac — non! M k Gory. A oH noBeJie1 OKYHYTb Hac B GOUKH C JA€TTEM...
A notom roBopHT: «A HY 0GJaH3BIBalTe ApPYr Apyra».

Caosa Baaarypa mokphia X0XoT ToBapHuied. CMesiiHCh He CTOAbKO Haj
aHEKAOTOM, CKOJALKO HaJ CKOH$pYKeHHbIM mpocToBaThiM KopoGkom.

Ho mioau xaanu uactyuwiek — KopoHHoro Homepa bBaaarypa. bBaaaryp,
OlHaKO, He CHelWJ, pa3faBaj LIYTOYKH-NTPHGAYTOUKH HANpaBO H Ha-
JeBO.

— A 3Haewb 4T0,— YJAOBHB Naysy, cOOGLIMA MNPOCTYXeHHBIH.— Jlecy-
Xy-TO TBOIO CHAJIHJH.

— Kak cnaauan? — Bctpenenydcs )Kapkos.

— Yero tenepb. Th He BosHylcsa. BofiHa.

— PacckaxH.

— Jla KakK-HHOYAD.

— H-ax! Toi noyo mensi ynapun
Kupnnunnoit no naeuy?

— $1 noro Te6s ynapun —
ITo3nakoMHTbCsl X0uy.

Banaryp Bowes B pax. Pe6sita cmesinuce. B semasnke crosin xoxor. Bouio,
JefCTBHTEJIbHO, He A0 Pa3rOBOPOB.

Tenepp )XKapkoB 0XHAAJ CNCKOHHOTO AHSA H NPOCTYKEHHOTO CO CBOHM
pacckasom. Ho oH omsite Kyaa-to ucues.

— O6paTtHo Ha 3agaHue,— 06biAcHHA KysbKHH.

IMosiBHacs ®uaunbiu, H )KapkoB o6paTHICA K HEMY C TEM XK€ BOMPOCOM.

— Ha 3apnanun, 3to camoe, — nmoarBepaua Puaunviy.— OH, 3TO0 camoe,
pa3BeAUHK KOPEHHOH.

OH ckasaa o uejoBeKe, KaK O JIOWIAAH, H 3T0 paccMelinyo )Kapkosa.

— TIoayuwe crano? — cnpocua Banaryp, sameTHs ero yae6ky.— H npa-
BHJABHO. Jlyx — BceMy KOMaHZHp.

H on mo oGbIKHOBEHHIO 3ame:

H-3x! AxH-axH-axaHbKH,

Kaku nepYOHKH MaXOHbKH,
LleaoBaThcst — Haru6aThes,
IMpoBoxaTh — B KapMaH caXarb.

[TpoctyXeHHbIH MpHLIEN ¢ HE3HAKOMbBIM MYXHKOM, HO KaK TOJbKO MYXHK
aaroBopua, JKapkoB B3aporHya. Bosesnb oGocTpuia B HeM BHHMaHHe K ro-
JocaM. YacTo N0 HHM OH OTJAHYAJA JIOAeH, OAHOTO OT APYroro. ITOT rojioc OT-
YeTJAHBO HAaMOMHHAJ TOJMaya-NoJAHUAS.
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JKapkoB ToT4ac BCMOMHHJ TOT HampsixkeHHbH neHb. HeoxxHnanHoe nosB-
JgeHHe HeMmieB. CBoe cocTosiHHe. Jlpoxkaluiero MajibyHIIKY Ha meuyH. Bcnowm-
HHJI, KaK 6a6ymika XpHCTA yroiiana HeMUIeB CaMOTOHOM, a OH HerogoBaj mo
3TOMY MOBOAY. BCMOMHHJ, KaK 3TOT TOJAMay-MoOJIHIAH MOYEMY-TO MOXKaJeJ
CT2PHKOB H OTCTOsI HX xaTy. [TogoXrau coceAcKHH MyCTYIOILHH AOM.

— ¥Y3Haémb? — COPOCHJ MPOCTYXKEHHBIH Y HE3HAKOMOrO MYXKHKA.

— OTKkyab? — orosBajcsl TOT.— S X TONBLKO HOTY BHAEJ.

— A THI? — o6paTtHicsl npocTyxeHHb# Kk )Kapkosy.

— TIlo ronocy,— npHaHajca XKapKoB, He 3Hasl, KAK pearHpoBaTh Ha MpH-
XOJ 3TOTO TOJMaua-MoJHLas.

— Ham yesoBek,— COOGILHA MPOCTYKEHHBIH H XJOMHYJ MYXHKa MO MJje-
uy.— Exxesqn 6Gbl He OH, 3auanaiH 66 Hac B jecy. Lleablli oTpsn wen, ¢ nMoiK
6yner.

— Hy-y,— Bospasun MyxHk.— CoTHH aBe ¢ noaHuasiMH BMmecte. Hy H
TpaHCnoOpTepoB napa. BoopyxkeHHe, KOHEUHO.

— Bce paBHO,— cKa3aJl NpOCTY>XEHHBI.— Y HAC-TO HH OPYX>XHS, HH mar-
POHOB. 3TO ceiiuac MBI MaJIOCTb pa36borareH...

— A ckasath, KaK Haw VIBaH HeMuypHIUKy-reHepaia Ge3 HHYEro On0-
Jaen? — Bmemajcsa baaaryp.

— Ckasarb, TOJBKO B APYrofi 3emJiiHKe,— OTBETHJ BOIIEJLIHH BOEH-
Bpau.— TaM Tol cefiluac HyxHee... He BoaHylica,— ycnokons oH )Kapkoa.—
Ciona HOBEHbKOTrO nepeBesieM. Toxke He CKyUHbIi mapeHb. ¥ Hero HHOH paas-
TrOBOP — CTHXH.

— JHa, pa,— coraacuica JKapkoB sl npHJIHYHA.

Cefiluac ero HHTepecoBaji0 [pyroe. YJy4yHB MOMEHT, OH MONPOCHJX MpoO-
CTYXKEHHOTO:

— PacckaxH.

Tor HeoxoTHO nojaces no6GaHKe, YTOOH Pa3rOBOp GblJi TOJNbKO MEXAY HH-
MH, CHAA1 manky. KapkoB BnepBbie pasrisiies ero B6au3n. Ha Bun ner emy
6bu10 yyTh Gosblie, yeM JKapKOBY, HO JierKHe MOPILHHB ¥ IJia3 H y pTa H
Ha[JIOMJIEHHAsl CKJaJKa Mex G6poBell nejajH ero crtapiue, TOYHee CKa3aTh,
cepbe3Hee, YyTO JIH. 3aTO [Jia3a, CBeTJo-cephbie, MOYTH FoNy6ble, OTKPbiThie —
OXKHBJISIJIH, MEHSIIH MapHS.

JKapkoB BHyTpeHHe HampArcs.

— PacckasbiBai.

— Ila Beap paccTpoHUIbCS?

— 51 u tak He ouenb. HensBecTHOCTb elle xyke.

[TpocTyXeHHbIl TOMEAJHA H NPOH3HEC He pa3 cJblliaHHylo JKapKoBHM
Ppasy:

— Cpaaunan ol Jlecyxy.

JKapkoB xnan. I[IpocTyxeHHblH I1y60KO B3AOXHYJ, H )KapKOB HOHAJ, YTO
€My CaMOMy HeJIerKo roBopHTb 06 3toM. Ho OH Bce-TakH nepecHjHs ce6sl.

— S1 Bce BHped. 51 Benb B aepeBHe Gblj, B TOH caMoil 6aHe, B KOTOpOH Te-
651 ykpbiBaad. OHa, KcTarH, ocTajiach. Tam Tenepb H XHBYT CTapHKH H...
Ma/byOHKa,— JA06aBHJ OH MOcJie Nay3hl.

— Tam 6bn0 ABa MapHHINKH,— 3ameTHs )KapKoB.

— bBbinio,— moaTBepaKHA npocTyXeHHblil.— OpHoro y6uan. Korma pes-
YOHKY CTaJlH 6paTh, OH 32 Hee 3acTyNHJcA, ¢pHLA 32 PYKY LAMHYJ, HY H...—
[TpocTyKeHHbIH rOBOpHJA 6eccTpacTHbIM TOHOM, H 3TO MOHAuyajy He TO YTO
BO3MYILIAJIO, HO KaK-TO Gepennsio YKapkoBa, HO MOTOM OH MOHSJ, UTO MPOCTY-
JKEHHBIH H30 BCeX CHJ CAEPIKHBAETCS, a 3Ta MOHOTOHHOCTb H 6€CCTPAaCTHOCTh
eule GoJsiblie YCHAHBAIOT BneuaTJjeHHe. EMy yxxe HeBMOroty cTaHOBHJOCH OT
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3THX OOBIYHBIX POBHBIX CJIOB. — YGH/H mapeHbKa, H Toraa 3Ta, Hy, KOTOopas
C CaMOTOHOM...

— KoBanuxa,— pocanoBan )Kapkos.

— OwHa... Bunawmn..,

— A ee?

— Y6uau. Ho u ona ycmena. Kak cHom, HeMYypHIUKY mnojagena.

— A Maiika, Ta geBylKka?

— Tak oHa ¢ 6GepraHKOH BbICKOUHJIA. YGeraa. B Jsecy ckpblnack. §1 He-
Kaj, Aa rge TaM...

[IpocTyxeHHbI#t 3aMOJIK, H GBIJIO BHOHO, KaK 3a 3TH MHHYTbl MOPIIHHKH
€ro yrjyOHJuch, Bpoge Obl HX MOSABHJAOCH 6OJbLU€, H PyCbie BOJOCHI YNaJu
Ha 7106. TIpH TycknOM cBeTe KONTHJIKH OHH Ka3ajIiCh CBETJILIMH, MOYTH ce-
JbIMH.

— Beab roBopHJ,— NpOH3HEC MPOCTYMKEHHBIH, B3rjssHyB Ha )Kapkoma.
OueBHAHO, H Y HEro BHA OGbUT HE COBCEM XOPOLUMIL.

— Her, ser. Huuero.

[lepex rnazamn )KapkoBa Bce CTOSJIM Te JIIOIH, €r0 APY3bSl U CIIACHTEJH,
He TOJIbKO €0, HO H 3HaMEHH.

«Tenepb-To,— Mbic/ieHHO mokJsticsl OH.— CeHyac-TO HempeMeHHO S HOJI-
KeH BbiHecTH ero. HempemeHno».

OH xoTesi cKa3aTb MPOCTYKEHHOMY 4TO-TO Gogpoe, Aa He ycnea. B sem-
JSIHKY BHecaH HoBeHbkoro — lOpy.

IOPA

Tak oH H OTpekOMEHIOBaJ/iCsl NMPSAMO C HOCHJIOK:

— 3apaBcrsyiite. Mens 3oyt IOpa.

JIBOHHOH cBeT: ¢ yJHLB — MJaHi-nmajarka Oblla OTKHHYTAa H OT KOIN-
THJIKH — TAK OCBelllaJl ero JIHIO, YTO OHO KAa3aJioChb XKeJTOBATO-GeJbIM, KaK
Ha KapTHHe, ¢ YeTKHMH yepramH. )KapkoB pasraspes MoJjoabie YCHKH KOH-
YHKaMH BHH3 H HEBOEHHYIO NpHuecKy — 4esiouky. M ycHkH H mpHuecka oueHb
IJIH K €ro 4yTh yAJHHEHHOMY JIHIY ¥ BHi3blBaJH YIHBJIEHHE, IOTOMY YTO HH-
KaK He BAI3aJINCb HH CO BpeMeHeM, HH ¢ OGCTAaHOBKOH.

— $1 n3 IToamockoBbsi,— mpoposxkan KOpa, Kak TONbKO ero yJOXHIH.—
A BbI?

Ero noBepuHBOCTE H OTKpOBeHHe BHISHIBAJIH pacnojiokenue, H )Kapkos
KaK-TO cpa3y MPOHHKCS CHMMaTHelH K 3TOMY MApHIO H TOXE OTKphuUICH.

Becb 3TOT neHb OHH pacckasblBajJH APYr APYKKe, H HM GbIO HHTEPECHO
caywartb. JIHb 06 ogHoM ymanuuBas )KapkoB: 0 3HaMmeHH. Beuio u emie on-
HO O6CTOSITEILCTBO, KOTOPOEe BCe GoJbllie BOJHOBAJO ero. Kak Toabko napenb
nosiBuJIcsl B 3eMjsiHKe H HasBaJjcs lOpoi, )KapkoB ToTyac Bcmomuun Maii-
Ky, ee 6ecKOHeuHble paccKa3sbl 0 6pare, H nogymaj: «BbiTb MOXeT, 3TO OH?»
C kaxpofi MHHYTO#, ¢ KaXXIbiM HOBHIM CJOBOM OH Bce GoJblie yGexxpaJjcs,
41O 6/IH30K K TMpaBAe, YTO NMepBOHAyaJbHAsl JOrajka ero MoYyTH TOYHA. ITO
6bLIO CTPAHHO, HEOGBLIKHOBEHHO, 3TO GbLIO KAK B KHHO, HO 3TO ObLIO Tak.
IOpa — 3to IOpa, oH H3 [lonMOCKOBBA, H cecTpeHKa ecTb, H OHa yexala B
3[€LIHHe MecTa H nponaja. A cam OH CTHXH MHLIET.

- A BHI JI06HTE MO33HI0? — cnpocua Opa.

— Toabko xopowyio, — npusnanca YKapkos. — Hy, nampumep, Jlep-
MOHTOBA.

— O!— BockaHkHya Opa.— 3t1o Mmoii JI06HMBIA NOIT.
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«OH, oH»,— ¢ gocanoil u 6oabio ayman YXapkos. C ogHOH CTOPOHHI, Bpoae
6bi H pafoOCTHAs] HEOXHAAHHAS BCTpeya ¢ JIOOMMbIM MaifKHHbIM 6paTom,
¢ Apyrofi — ropbkasi, mOTOMY 4YTO AeBYIIKH-TO HeT. M1 HeH3BecTHO, rupe ona.
Toabko yac Ha3aj NPOCTYKEHHBbIH FOBOPHJ 06 3TOM.

«Bor 51 ¢ HAM BCTpeTHJCH, a OHA... HET, OHAa He noru6Jaa... He TaKas
OHa...»

JKapkoB pasMbliifg O JanbHedineM cBoeM mnoBefeHHH: «Kak Ttemepb
6uiTh? On ke, 31oT IOpa, He 3HaeT o cBoell cecTpeHKe. A OHa Bce Hafesaach,
BCE COpaUIHBana MeHs: «A BBl Aymaere, OH XHBOH#?». A Tenepb OH... OH He
3HaeT, YTO OHA rje-ro 6aH3Ko. M uTo ke MHe?»

JKapkoB nocMoTpes B CTOpPOHY CBOEro HOBOr'O, TAKOrO MPHATHOrO TOBApH-
1la, YBHIE/] ero pasropsiueHHble rjasa, pyky B 6uHTax M pewu: «Her. He
mory... He pmonxen.. Kak-an6yabp npH cayyae, a ceHyac eMy CHJHI
HYKHBI».

— Ecan xovewb, nounta#l Jlepmonrosa,— nmonpocha YXapkoB, nepexoas
Ha «Tbi», KakK 6bl NpUGAHKaACh K mapHIO. [TonmpocHa ¢ XHTPHHKOH: BHIHTpaTh
BpeMsl H NpHHATH B ce6sl, Belb 33 KOPOTKHe MHHYTHl ero GYATO H3 JeAsHOH
BOAbl B KHIISITOK OKYHYJH.

— Te6e utro? — ¢ roroBHocTbio oTo3Bancsi lOpa.— Uro Goabume Hpa-
BHTCSI?

— [Ha wnoroe...— )KapkoB BcmoMHHJ MaHkHHO uTeHHe.— «[leMoOH»,
HanpHMep.

IOpa caenan naysy, cioBHO HaGupasichb CHJ, H HayajJ HErpoMKO H Mpo-

TSKHO: .
INMevanbuuii JAE€MOH, AYX H3rHaHbA,

Jletan Han rpeiHoo 3emiedl.

JKapkoB yJ0BHJ HHTOHAIHIO, H OHAa mOTpsicaa ero. Tak ke yvrana Maii-
Ka. Ouenb noxoxe. CablmajcA He TOJAbKO CMBICA CJOB, HO H MY3blKa CTHXA.
Tex AHe#l, Korja B XHJHILE CBETa

Baucran oH, 4HCTHA XepyBHM,

Koraa Gerymas xomera,
Yan6Koft nacKoBo# TpHBeTa...

Tenepb 3tH cThxH 6bliH gopord )KapkoBy H KaK BocnoMHHaHHA 0 Maii-
ke. OH caymana, gyMan o He#t, 0 Bcex NORPOGHOCTAX HX BcTpeu. OH 3aKpbla
rjasa, cTapasicb He YMYCTHTb HH CJIOBA, HH 3ByKa, BHYTpeHHE YIHBJASSICb
CXOACTBY TOJIOCOB cecTpbl H GpaTta.

M 1yt eMy npuwna mbicab: «Bor Tak OHH H BCTpeTHJAHCh, GpaT H cecrtpa,
roJocamH, Bo MHe, B MOell namsaTtH». M eMy cTano Tak rpycTHo, 4YTO OH 4yTh
He 3amJakaJ, H 3anjakaJ 6bl, eclqH 6ol He mo6osiacs, uto IOpa yBuaHT ero
c/ie3bl H OHH MOTYT HACTOPOXHTb €ro.

— Xopomwo,— nocnemwso ono6pua JKapkos, korga lOpa 3akoHuyna yre-
HHe, H TYT e, YTOGbl He YNyCTHTb 3TOr0 OCOGOr0 COCTOSIHHS, MOMPOCHJ:—
A cBowu, ecqu He ycTaJ.

Bce yxke GbUIO SICHO, HO MY XOTeJIOCh, YTO6H XOTbh TaK, XOTA 6bl B €ro na-
MSATH, 6paT H cecTpa BCTpeYaJHCh emie H ewe pas, GyATo Gbl NOrOBOPHJH
MeXay co6od, 6yATO 6bl CTHXaMH OOGMEHsJHCb, HE TO 4YTO OOGMEHAJHCD,
a KaXAablil noyntaa 6bl NyCTb Ja)ke OJHH H Te e CTHXH.

— Tyt oaun,— orosBajca IOpa.— Panbuie 6611 He TakuM. Cefluac s ero
nepeaenan. Koseuno, eme sHe coBceM...

— Yunrai,— nosropua )Kapkos.

IOpa u B caMOoM gmene Hauyaa YHTaTh CTHXH, KOoTtopnie )KapkoB cablmian
B apyromM BapHaHTe oT Maiiku. M To, uto HX yurasa Maiika, cpenano Hx
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JOPOTHMH H MPHATHLIMH, H JKapKoB Kak Obl CHOBA BcTpeuascs ¢ 6ecnoKofHo
JEBYOHKOH, H 3TH BCTpeYH IOCTaBJSAJH eMy H pagoctb H 60ib. U Heussecrt-
Ho, yero Gosbme. [Toxany#, 6onbwe Gonu. Hosas Goab Gbuta ocobas, ee
HEOGXOAHMO O6bLIO CKPbITb OT TOBapHIIA.

M Bce paBHO OH ¢ HEMOHATHOH HACTOHYMBOCTBIO BO3BPAILAJICA K ITHM Ie-
pexxnBaHHAM. Temepb Kaxpaoe yTPO HauHHaJoch ¢ Toro, 4ro JKapkos
MPOCHJI:

— Hy, uro ceroaus mountaewn? STO0 y Hac ToXxe BMecTO (H33apAAKH.
Banaryp anekaoTaMH H yacTymikaMH B3GaJpHBaJ, a Thl — CTHXaMH.

— CpaBuua,—IOpa ynpiGuyinca. Yani6asncsa OH Bceraa MPHUATHO, HO YYTb
HPOHHYHO, YyTb BKOCb.— JlepmoHTOBA?

— JlepMoHTOBa, KOHeyHo,— coraacHiacs )Kapkos.— Ho TBoH... 3T0 X —
TBOH... [Ipo mpHpony, HanpuMmep, npo cHer,— xuTpHJa )Kapkos, a cam Aymaus:
«Bor 66l OH ynuBHJCSH, ecqH Obl i MPOYHTAJ €My MPO CHEXHHKH, KOTOpbie
BbIOTCH».

— $1 ayuwe mytauBoe,— oro3pascs lOpa.— $1 Kak-T0 10 BOfiHB NpHUGO-
Je, Hy H... Bor nocaymaii:

Pas6oaenachb rososa,
Hy u myctb.

3achixaloT Bce ¢0Ba —
3o rpycrh.

Orsexan ce6e Goka.
Yk obes.
3actpeBaloT o6JsaKa
Ha Tpy6Ge.

Hapnoeno mMue Gonern!

A Bpaun

3acTapasioT €cTb Tabner...
Ox, ropunt!

FoBopsiT, uro rpunn mpHuen
B naAtHit pas.
Baatb 6bl caenaTh xopollo,
Bea nekapcrs.

IpHHECAH KOMNOT H Kauwy.
He po6eii!

3a OKHOM roJloAHbIfi cKauer
BopoGei.

Y Hero ruraHTCKufi ecTb
Annerur.

OH H cTaHeT Kauy ecrb,
$I — KopMHTB.

— C omopom,— corsachica JKapkoB U npHKpbia poT aajomkoii. K rop-
Jly MOACTYNHJ KOMOK H3 cjie3 H 60JIH, H OH MOGOSAJCA, YTO ITOT KOMOK BhI-
pBeTCsl HAPYXKY.

«3Han 6bl THl, mMapeHb, 3Haa 6ul,— myuuiaca )Kapkos.— Ho ona xusa,
xkHBa. 51 Bepio B 3TO>.

JKapkoBy mpHcHHJICA cTpamHbi coH. ByaTo 6uf npH Hem Maiiky tawar B
netsio. Ou BHAHT ee, HO NOMOYb He MoxeT. Toraa JKapKoB CHJIHJCS BbIAEPHYTb
H3 KapMaHa «JHMOHKY», a ee HeT, BoeHBpau B3sJ. «Maiika! — KpHUHT OH. —
Maiika».

Tyr ero pa36yaua lOpa.

88



— Yero kpHuvmb? [pu yem Maiika?

— Jla 310 coH, — npoiuentaa YKapkos.

— A s nogymas... ¥ MeHs CeCTPeHKY TaK 30BYT.

— Her, — oto3Baacsa JKapkoB. — 310 Kapko MHe 6bli0... )Kapko... 5 u
paubuie, MiBana cmpoch...

— A-a, 310 OH mpo Te6s pacckasbiBajs. — IT0 ycnokouao lOpy.

«Mosyatb Hamo, — BHymaa cebe )XapkoB. — Kak MepTBOMY, MOJ4aThbs.

A Mexay TeM XH3HDb LIJ1a CBOHM YePefOM H AHKTOBaJa CBOM 3aKOHbI. Lle-
JbIMH JHAIMH OHH TOBOPHJIH, H HM He GblJI0 cKy4HO. Pa3sroBopel 3T Bce 60Jib-
e cOMHKaMH napHed, u JKapKkoBy Bce TpYAHee CTAHOBHJIOCh CKPbIBAaTh CBOM
TailiHbl, 0COGEHHO TaHHY, cBA3aHHYIO ¢ Maiiko#, NOTOMy 4YTO, Kak Gbl TO HH
6blJ10, OH YYBCTBOBAJ ce6s1 HeUeCTHLIM NMepes TOBapHILEM H MOTOMY HH 32 4TO
BHHOBATHIM Mepef HUM.

— A Tl ¢ HeMUaMH HHKOTJAa He pasroBapuBaj? — crnpocua IOpa.

— He npuxoaunocb, — orBetHa »Kapkos.

— A wmHe npuxoausnoch, nog Bure6ckoM. Mbl TaM 0OGOpOHY AepaJH.
®puupl BeuepkoM opyT: «Pyc, komm!» Her, rosopio, ayuiie BH K HaMm.

— A THl KeM Gbli-TO? — nouHTepecoBasca YKapkos.

— PasBepgunkom. Pa3Be no mpuuyecke He BHAHIIbL?

— A 5o naptusan?

— Tpynro ckasarb. Hac moutu ¢ xony B Goii 6pocuau, moay Kawupy.

Onn o6a 3aMmosyaJj¥, BCIOMHHas HauyaJjo cBoero 6oesoro myTH. He rtak
OHH ero ce6e NpeACTaBJANH, He TaK OH HayaJcs, KaKk OHH XOTeJH, HO B TOM
BHHOBaTa BofiHa. OHa Bce MOBepHYJa — H XH3Hb, H CYyAbGY.

«YIHBHTEJbHO [IOXOXH HaWH cyab6ul, — nogymaan »Kapkos. — H B Boiiny
BCTYIIHJIH NMOYTH OJHHAKOBO, H BOT B ThUly OKa3aJiuCb, 06a paHeHbI».

— Jymalo, HaM HaAoO BepHTb APYr APYry, — nocJe AJHHHOH mayshl Ipo-
u3Hec lOpa. — Be3 Bepul mnoxo. Ecau Mbl He 6yneM BEpHTb — He MOGEAHM.
[IpaBpa, Mura?

— IlpaBna, — nocnemwno corsacHiacs JXKapKOB H chepKasj TsAXKeJbli
B3/10X.

«Ecau 6Bl TH 3HAJ, KaKylo 51 XpaHio OT Te6s TafiHy. Ecau 6ol Thl 3HaJ, Kak
1 Te6s1 o6maHbiBalo. — COGCTBEHHO, Y Hero GbliH ABe TaiHbl: 3HaMs u Maii-
ka. — Hy, nepByio TaiiHy He/Mb3sl BHIIABaTh ga)ke eMy. A BOT BTOpyw... S X,
MOXXHO CKa3aTh, eIHHCTBEHHbIH, KTO OGLIAJICA C €ro CeCTPEHKOH B mocjegHee
Bpems. Sl BHIes ee HeAaBHO, ellle U Mecslla He npouuio. 51 Bepio, YTO OHa XH-
Ba H rje-To 6JH3KO... — Y Hero y)xe BHCEJH Ha fA3blKe NpH3HaHHA, HO )KapKoB
H Ha 3TOT pas yaepxkaJica. — He Bpems. OH napeHb C/IMILIKOM BIEYaTIHTEJb-
HblHA. CJHILIKOM>.

B apyro# pas Opa cnpocua:

— Mura, a y 1e65 ecTb aeBylIKa?

JKapkoBy ToTuac Bcnomuuiaach Jlunka. I'ne ona ceiiuac? Ho oH He 3HaJ,
Kak cka3aTtb. Kto ona emy? Ilpocto ogHoknaccuuna? ToBapuum. A Bor Maii-
Ka... K Bce-taku ckasaxa:

— B o6uiem, ectb.

— A THl XOTb pa3 — TOJBKO Y€CTHO — LEJOBAJCA C Helo?

— Her, — npusnancsa )KapkoB noyTH WENOTOM, H TYT B3bITPaJo MYXKCKoOe
camoJio6He, MOBTOPHJ BO Bechb rojoc: — Her, moTomMy uTo y Hac cepbe3HO
6bL10...

— A .. — IOpa sacmesicsi. A 3sacmesica OH XOpouwio, OT BceH AyuIH.
TTocMOTpHILB Ha HETO H CaM He YAePXKHILbCS OT YJbI6KH. — 51 B nepBOM Kaacce
NeBOYKy mouenoBaJ. XopoueHbkaa Takasa TaHeuka 6blsa. [IpamMo Ha ypoke.
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[lpocto Tak, 3axoresocb. Cam moHuMaellb, 4YTo 6b10. PoguTenell BbiabiBaJIy.
A Hac paccagmi, KOHEYHO.

On «no6uBan» )XapkoBa cBoeil 6ecnpeneibHON H0BepUHBOCTHIO. YKapko-
By BCe TPylHee GbLIO COXPaHATb OT Hero TaiiHy. IOpa 3amerTHa 3T0, ooHaX-
ABl CIPOCH:

— A TH yero-to He goroBapuBaelub. 51 uyBcTBYyIO.

— [laxker... Tlaker ke y MeHs, — nocje MoJa4aHHA npousiec )Kapkor
COPBABIIHMCSA TOJIOCOM.

— U Bce?

- 310 X ocoboe 3ananne, — U )KapkoB ¢ XKapoM NPHHAJCA paccKasbl-
BaTb O BBIAYMAHHOM MaKeTe.

«Her, Hano uto-1o pemarb, — MyunJica OH. — Tak s 6oJblue He BbIAEPIKY.
[Monyyaercsi, 1 cBOJIOYL H MOCJAEAHHA raj».

Ho npuaymeiBaTh eMy HHuero He npuuioch. Cyap6a 3a Hero mpHaymaja.
Boennas cynb6a — 3arajaka H3 Bcex 3araaok. Ilpuaer HexpnaHHO, yHaeT He
BoBpeMA. TO K CMepPTH, TO K >KH3HH.

CAMOJIET

Kak-To Beuepom mociblilianuch 3BYKH MHOrHX wWaroB. PaHeHble 3amMoJsua-
JI1, HACTOPOXKHJIUCh. B 3eMJIAHKY BOLUJIH BHICOKHH KOMaHAHpP, ¢ ABYMs Iuma-
JaMH B nerjHuax, «6opona» ¥ BOeHBpau.

— Kak camouyBcTBHe? — o6paTtuics BoeHBpau K )Kapkosy.

— HopmaabHo.

— Mounoneu. Tak H aepKaTb, — MOXBAJUJ C ABYMs LUMAJIaMH.

— Mbul pelHJIH OTIIPaBHTDL Bac, — 06bACHAN BoeHBpay. — Houblo camoser
o6ewalor. CorJjiacHbl?

JKapkoB He CMOT TOBOPHTb OT BOJIHEHHS, TOJIBKO KHBaJl.

Korza koMaHaupel ylJIH H BOJHEHHE yJeraoch, )KapkoB mpousHec nJs
IOphHl, Kak 6Bl H3BHHAACH MEpPex HUM:

— Y Mena x naker... Oco6oe 3apaHue.

— $1 Bce noHumalo... I cefluac Hanuiiy, a THl NMpH cayyae...

— O uem pasroBop... A a... — y )KapkoBa 4yTb He COpPBaJOCh ¢ fI3biKa:
«A 71 Te6e TaliHy paccKaxy», HO OH BbIMOJIBHJI APYyroe: — A s TOXe Hanuuy,
€CJIH Ball ajipec y3Hal.

— Ha Bcaku#t cayuait, — coo6umun IOpa. — Pamunua komauaupa Ve,
kanuka — JKearwiii. Mbl ¢ HUM oT camoro Bure6eka...

[MoTAHyanuch rpycTHhle yachl OkHAaHHA. O60HM H He CNaJoch, H HE rOBO-
puJioch, )KapkoB Bce GOsJICA He BblAepXKaTh, Bce HacTpaHupaJ ce6s: «Boinep-
*)aTtb. Bo uto 66l To HH cTrano Bbigepxkatb. EMy Tyr ocraBartbeda. Emy ay-
ueBHble CHJbl HYXHbI». A IOpa ayman, uro )KapkoB npocro ycHys H He Haxo
TPEBOXHUTb €ro nepen TpyaHo# noporofi. CaHuTapbl JaBHO MPHTOTOBHJH TO,
uTt0o TpeGOBaJIOCh, H TOXE APEMaJlH.

— [Opa, — TuxoHbKO nospaa )KapkoB, — ec/lH He O4YeHb CIIaThb XOuYellb,
NOYHTaM CTHXH Ha MPOLIAHbeE.

— TloaxoaAiwux 4TO-TO He BCMIOMHMHAO, — oto3BaJjca lOpa.

— A no6oe. Tlpo npupony, npo cuer. J Benp u3 3aypaaba poaoM. J106-
JIIO CHET.

— 51 o apyrom aymaiw, — ckaszan lOpa. — O HauweM nokoJeHHH. Bod
KaKoe eMy HCMbITaHHe Bbinajo. BulicTout Jan?
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— JHouxno, — ycnokoua )Kapkos. — Hano.
— §1 maxe nepByio crpody npuaymana, — u lOpa mnpounran Hapacnes:

Mbl — BesIHKOe MOKOJIeHHe,
BpoweHHoe Ha nyJeMeT BpeMeHH.
Mbl — cuacTiiHBOe MOKOJIeHHe,
Jeru JleHuna.

— Huuero? He oyeHb rpomko?

— MtHe HpaButcsi, — ono6pun Kapkos.

Ceepxy [I0HecJ0Ch MPOTSAXKHOE MOCKPHNBbIBAHHE, 3HAKOMbBIH TroJoC MpOCTY-
JKEHHOTO.

— PasBepuu canu. Y nukyna. Bpemenu madgo... i, caHurapsl! — 3a-
KpHYaJ OH, OTKHIbIBas miaul-nanatky. — JlaBaiite )Kapkoa... Xora... —
OH MaxHysn pyko#dl M cam HampaBuicsa K JKapkoBy, Bopua Ha xoay: — ¥ Hac
Kak? TsaHYyT-TAHYT, a MOTOM MO TpeBore.

CHoBa Bce npuuio B aBukeHHe. [IpuGexkan sanbixaBwmuiicss PuAHDBIY.
Onatb cyeTH/cA, AaBaJ HHKYEMYILHble COBETH, MpOBepsJ, Hamouau Jau. Ha-
KOpMHJIH JH? YKytasn JaH )KapkoBa kKak Hajmo?

— §l ero Ha pykax oTHecy, — CKasaJ NpOCTyxeHHbIH. — § yKe 3TO geaad.
BepHo, )KapkoB?.. A B caHSIX — HOCHJIKH-CAMOJEJKH...

Bce mpousouio tak nocneuwso, yto ¢ KOpoit HM H CJOBOM He NPHILJIOCH
nepekuHyTbes. JIHuIb KOrga npoctyxeHHblil npoHocua )Kapkoa mumo lOpu-
HOH KpoBaTH, )KapKoB NONpPOCHJ:

— TlpuocraHoBuch. [lo cBunanba, Opa. [Nonpasasiics.

— TIloka, — otBetna IOpa H mporsiHya eMy GyMaiKKy.

KysbKHH NOJXBaTHJ 3aMHCKY H YKe B caHAX mnepepnaJ ee )Xapkosy. )Kap-
KOB MeXaHHYeCKH CYHYJ 3alHCKy 3a nasyxy, mox OHHTbI, MPHKPHIBaOLIHe
3HaMA.

Ha stor pa3 onu exanu GwicTpo. Jlomaap Gexxasa XOAKO, HHOTAA HA IoO-
BopoTax 3afpachiBas B CaHH XJombsi MArkoro cHera. [IpocTyxeHHBIH Bce
norasapiBajg Ha He6o. OHO GHIJIO TYCK/AbIM, 6e33Be3IHbIM, HO TY4H BHCEJH [0-
BOJIbHO BBEICOKO, MOTOMY uTO JKapKOB OTUeTJAHBO pa3/iH4yaJ BepUIHHHl JepeBb-
eB. OHM TIOKAUHBAJHCh, GYATO MPOLIAJHCH C HHM.

Exann noBosbHO noJdro, okojo uaca. )KapkoB mnoaymaJ, 4To OHH 3a-
GNyIHJHCh, H XOTeJ CHPOCHTb OG 3TOM [POCTYXKEHHOro, HO TOT Yympe-
IHJ ero.

— Cefivac, — Ha xony GpOCHJ NMPOCTY:KeHHBIH M Mo6exaJa Kyaa-To.

JKapkoBy Bce He BepHJOCH, UTO OH TMOJIETHT, YTO OH OKaXKeTc Ha He 3a-
HATOH BparoM TEePPHTOPHHM, UYTO HAKOHell 3aKOHYHTCA ero TsxKeJjas
snones.

«Heyxeqn on mojerur? Heyxeau mnpuger camoser H 3abeper ero or-
cionar»

Bco gopory oH 3agaBan ceGe 3TH BONPOCHL H He MOr OTBETHTb HA HHX,
KaK, BIOpoueM, H Ha Bce apyrHe. Mpicib o mpeacrosileM moJeTre 3aGHBaJja
BCe OCTajibHBle MBICJIH H Bce npouyHe owyueHusi. OH ceAyac He YyBCTBOBaAJ
HH GOJIH, HH X0JI0fa, HH HeyHoGCTB. )KapKoB ¢ 3aMHPAIOLIHM CepPILEM OXKH-
Jaj BO3BpalleHHA MPOCTYKEHHOro, 60sichb, Kak Obl He MpoH3OLLJa OHIHOKA,
He 3a6JynuJHCh Gbl OHH B CaMOM JeJe.

«A Bapyr camojser He mpujetut? Hy, norona He JeTHasa HJH elue 4ero...
Jla v nogGHTb MOTYyT».

OH rHaj 3TH TpeBOXHBie AYMBl, HO OHH HE[IpeMeHHO BO3BPAallaJHCh K He-
MY M HH Ha OIHO MTHOBeHHe He AaBajH nokos. CAHUIKOM MHOTOe 3aBHCeJO
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oT 3Toro noJjera. Pemasnach cyab6a He Tonbko ero, )KapkoBa, — 3to 66 JKap-
KOB ellle nepeHec 6oJiee-MeHee CNOKOHHO, — cyab6a 3HAMEHH.

Hakonen nokasascsi npocryxennbiii. OH umen He ogud. Eme Hapaau, no
OTYeTJIHBLIM TBepAbIM aram )KapkoB AoraaaJcsi, KTo HAET ¢ IPOCTYKEHHbIM.
«Bopona»! M 310 HeMHOro B3GoapHao JKapkoBa. «3HAuHT, Bce MO-Cepbe3HO-
MY. 3HAuYHT, CaMOJIET B CaMOM JeJieé OXKHAAIoT».

— Hy kak? — cnpocun «6opona».

— HopmaabHo, — oTtBeTHa )KapkoB.

«bopoga» noxsomaa ero mo maeuy.

— K Bam npocb6a. 51 nepepam naker aJd KOMAHAOBAHHS JIETYHKY, HO
H Bbl NIPH cayuae J0JOXKHTe. Bece 3aBHCHT OT Opy»KHs, 60enpHNacoB H B3phiB-
yaTkH. [lo3biBHble Te xe. Bpema — To xke. Hac nmoka Bpone 6bl He 3acCeKJH.
B ropose npoBaauiach ogHa rpynna. I[lpoBokatop KoHcTaHTHHOBCKHH. 3a-
MOMHHIUb?

— 3anomnio, — oto3BaJcst J)Kapkos, X0Ts, 0-4eCTHOMY, HE OU€Hb BHHKAJ
B CMBICI NMpOcb6bl KOMaHAHpa, NMOTOMY YTO MOMHMO BOJH TPEBOra 3a CBOIO
cyab0y He MpPOXOAHJA.

«Bopona» ewe pa3 noxsaonaa )KapkoBa Mo nJjeyy H Hcyes.

Buito THxo. BosHHua, BeposiTHO, Apemad. [lpocTyxeHHBIH KypHJA uUHrap-
Ky. ['ne-To neHHBO meperoBapHBaJHCh JioaH. Mx rosoca moxonuan Ha 6opmo-
TaHHe HOYHBIX NTHL H He HapylanH oGuiel THIUHHLI.

«Tak H ecTb, — Gecrniokouncst )Kapkos. — TakoBa y mens cyab6a. He npu-
JeTHT camoJgeT. Uro-HHGYAb cayuHTcest ¢ HHM». TyT OH moaymaJ, 4To Ha Cylb-
6y eMy OKa YTO rpex JKaJloBaThCsl, OHA €ro He OYeHb-TO OGHXKaJja, OHa MOoKa
uyTOo B O6uIeM G6bl1a 6JarocKJoHHa K Hemy. Kak-HHKaK OH caMoJjeTa XKAerT,
a Mor GHl emle B ceHTaA6pe yMmepeTb B TOM O€3bLIMSHHOM Jecy.

«To Guno. A Tenepb cyabG6a MoxeT H GokoM noBepHyTbcsi. Cynb6a —
OHa Takas. Yjpaun He Moryt ObiTb GeckoHeuHbIMH. BoT Ha 3TOT pas He mo-
Be3eT».

Jlowaan, BeposiTHO, 6pocHiH ceHa. OHa 3aKeBaJsia, HETOPOIJIHBO NOXPYM-
KHBasi H MOYMOKHBAs, H 3TO NOXPYMKHBaHHe HayaJo pasjapaxartb )KapkoBa.
On xotes KpHKHYTb: «Henbasi nH oTcTaBHTB?!», HO BOBpeMsl MOHSJ, UTO 3TO
rJIyno, MOMHMO TOTO, KPHK TOTYac BblAAcCT €ro COCTOSIHHE.

Y Hero Bapyr 3auecanacb paHeHas Hora. )KapkoB monmpo6oBaJj moiueBe-
JHTb €10. Boan He OmyTHJ, HO 3yA He mpolleJ, a Kak GYATO YCHJHJCH.

«Bor s13BH Te6s, — MBLICJIEHHO BbIpyraJjcsl OH, noapaxas Bo3HHue. — Her,
He npHaetHT. Ha 3TOT pa3s cyab6a He Ha MOeH CTOpPOHE».

OH mpencraBHJ, KaK OHH BepHYTCSl B Jlarepb, KaK ero CHOBa BHeCyT B
3eMJISIHKY, KaK yJ0XaT Ha Te ke Hapol. IOpa, koHeuHO, yOAHBHTCS 3TOMY H
o6panyercsi. H KaKk moToM mMOTSIHYTCA IHH...

IlosiBHACS1 BOEHBpay, CJOBHO H3-3a JAepeBa BhlilIEJ.

— Kak ce6s uyBcrByere? He 3amepsnn euje?

JKapkoB 3aMeTHJ, yTO BOeHBpay CMOTPHT Ha HEro Kak-To OCOGEHHO MpH-
CTaJbHO, CJOBHO JKeJaeT YTO-TO CHNPOCHTb, Aa He pelaercs.

— Bbl «Canam60o» ®Pso6epa UHTaNH? — BCe-TakH CHPOCHA BOeHBpauy.

— He nomuio, — orBeTHa )KapKoB, YAHBJAACH BONPOCY H B TO XK€ BpeMs
He BOCTIpHHHMAasl €ro, MOTOMY YTO CJYX ero Obl1 NpeaeibHO HaNpsXKeH H 3a-
HAT OJQHHM: OH CJYIIaJ BO3AYX.

— Torpa o6s3aTenbHo npouyHTafiTe, — NPOAOJIKAJ BOEHBpAU YKe cMmeee.

B sror MHr nochwbimajoch rygeHHe. OHO BO3HHKJIO cpasy, pe3ko, 6yn-
TO KTO-TO HEMojasieKy, 3a COCeJHHM JeCOM, BKJIOYHJ 3arJIOXIHA Ha HOYb
MOTOP.
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— Bort u «proc-paHep», — npousHec BoeHBpay H nopaa JKapkosy uto-To,
3aBepHyTOe B TpAnHLy. — Bo3bMHure... [las cnokodcTsus...

Korzna BoeHBpau ckpbijiicst 3a aepeBbsMH, JKapkoB aoragaJjics, 4to 3T0 ero
«JHMOHKAa», H NMPHBHLIYHO 3aCYHYJ €e B KApMaH THMHacCTepKH.

ABAPHS

I'yneHue eme He CMOJIKJIO, @2 OHH YK€ TPOHYJIHCh. Jlowaab, HeJOBOJbHASA
TeM, 4TO €€ OTOpPBaJIH OT CeHa, HEOXOTHO MepecTynuja, a NoToM pBaHyJaa, H
CaHH 3acKpHINeJH BeceJO MO YKaTaHHOH gmopore. ['ya camojera, a Moxer
6LITh, CTpaX MOATOHAJ JIOWA/b, H OHA GexKaJsa Bce GhICTpee, AaXKe He 3aTopMa-
JKHBasi Ha NMOBOpOTaX. Bo3HHLA exBa clepKHBaJ ee.

— Tw-m-m, caHn paccaguub!

3anaxno abiMKOM, a 3atem )KapkoB yBuaen miaamsa. OHO BHAHENOCH
CKBO3b JlepeBbsl H HEPOBHO OCBellLaJo Jjec. Tak uTo eMy, JexalleMy B CKOJb-
3AIIHX CaHAX, Ka3ajoch, 6YJATO MO Jiecy MphIraloT pa3HOLBETHble GeJIKH.

BuaHo, caMojieT 3aMeTHJI KOCTpPbI H MolleJl Ha MOCAaAKy, MOTOMY YTO MJja-
MSl CTaJH MNOCMEeMIHO TYWHTb. CJbllIajdoCh HIHMEeHHE, CJOBHO OroHb Gbl1 He-
JOBOJIEH TaKOH KOPOTKO#l XKH3HbIO.

Bce 3TH Ha6/MI0I€HH A H OLLLYLLIEHHSA IPOHOCHJHCh Kak 6bi cTopoHO#. )KapkoB
yJaBJHBaJ HX KpaelkoM CO3HaHHA, a caM Bce ayman: «Heyxeau?.. 3naunur,
H BnpaBay? 3HAayHT, BCe-TAKH?..».

A camosieT TeM BpeMeHeM YiKe COBepLIHJ nocaaky. YKapKoB MOHAJ 3TO Mo
3HAYHTEJbHO CHHKILIEMY TyJEHHIO H TONMOTY MHOTHX HOT. Jlionn 6exaJin K ca-
MoJIeTy.

JKapkoBa o6aas0 Berpom. CaHH OCTaHOBHJIHCH. Jlowwaab HEPBHO NepecTy-
naja ¢ HOrH Ha Hory. Bo3HHua yroBapuBaJ ee:

— He Goucb. 3to HHYero. DTo OT BUHTA AYeT.

Morop He BHIKJIIOYHJIH, TOJAbKO c6aBHJAH OGOPOTH. JIIOASIM MPHXOAHJIOCH
KpHUaThb, YToObl yCAbIMIATL APYr ApYyra.

— Onarp Cawa npuneresaa! Bo mojogen aeska! — KPHKHYJ KTO-TO, IpoO-
6eras MHMO caHei, OJKHO GbITb cOOGLIAs HOBOCTb BO3HHIE.

JKapkoB He yaepikaJcs, NPHIOLHSAJ TOJOBY.

OHH cTOAIIH B MeTpax ABaALAaTH OT ypyallero camoJjera. Jto Gbla, Aeii-
CTBHTEJIbHO, «pioc-¢aHep», 3HaAMeHHTBHIA ¥Y-2. Jlerynk Cawma B HuIeMe npH-
BCcTana B KabHHe W pa3MaxHBaJjla PYKaMH, BepOSITHO, OT/aBaJia NpHKa3aHHA.
Jonerann He CJIOBAa -— MKEHCKHH roJioc.

K )KapkoBy moka uro He nmoaxoauJH. HampoTHB, Aaxke MPOCTYXKeHHBLIH
ylueJ Ha MOMOLLb TE€M, KTO pasrpyKaJj camoJier. JIionn 6eroM ycTpeMJsJIHCh
K MalliHe H BO3BpALIAJIHCh OT Hee Ha MOJYCOTHYThHIX, HeCsl Ha CMHHe SIUIHKH
H MeIlKH.

«OueBHIHO, OpYXKHe H B3pblBUaTKa, — gorajancs )Kapkos, BCNIOMHHB Ha-
Ka3 «6opoabi». — Tak uto e Temepb MHe? [OBOPHTb O ero mpocb6e HH
Her?» Jlaa ce6s OH pelina, 4TO NpH cJydyae CKaXKer, MOTOMY 4TO H GoenpHna-
Cbl, H Opy>KHe, H B3pLIBYAaTKa B HX YCJOBHAIX HHKOTJa JIHLIHHMH He GbIBAIOT.

JKapkoB He 3aMeTHs, KaK mnoajge MNOABOAbI OYYTHJAch Lejas rpymnna
Jojie.

— Tlonecau. OcTopoxHo, — pasjgajacb KOMaHia BOeHBpaua.

CHayana )KapkoBa mepesoOHJIH Ha CaMOMeJbHble HOCHJKH, OGepHYJH,
KaK KyKJy, BMeCTe C HOCHJIKAaMH B Ope3eHT, o6MoTajH BepeBKoi. Bce pena-
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Joch 6BICTPO, NMOYTH 6e3 cnoB. He ycnen )KapkoB onoMHHTBCA, KaK OKasaj-
cs y camosiera. Ero o6nano Berpom, oraymu/io H 3axjectHy’ao. OH HeBOJIbHO
NPHKPLU JIAIOHBIO POT H 3aXMypuJa raasa. Hecno, kak B TpyGe. 3akpy-
YHBaNO, KaK B BopoHke. OH 3aJpIxaJjiCfi, NOTOMY YTO He MOT BAOXHYTb IMOJ-
HOH rpyapio. K cuacTbio, 3TO AJHJIOCH He AOJr0, KAKHE-TO CUHTAHHBIE cCe-
KYHJBL.

— Horamu Bnepen, — cHOBa JOHecCs XEHCKHA roJoc.

«Huuero ce6e ¢opmynupoBouka», — 3ametus )KapkoB, nepexuBas He-
O6LIYHOE COCTOsIHHE, 6YATO €ro OTPbIBAIOT HE TOJILKO OT 3€MJIH, HO H OT BCEro
TOro, YTO OH NepeHec 3a 3TH TPYAHble MeCSHLIbl.

«[pomafite, ToBapulH», — XOTe] cKa3aTb )KapKoB H He CKa3saJ: KOMOK
ce3 3acTpsJ B ropse H JHHJ ero peud. M ¢ HHM HHKTO He mompoiuaJcs,
JHIIb MOXJOMAJH MO MJeYyaM BOEHBpAu, NPOCTYXKEHHHbH, ewme kro-ro. Ha
MrHOBEHHE C/1eJ]1aJ0Ch CPABHHTEJbHO THXO, a 3aTe€M MOTOP YCHJHJ OGOPOTHL.
CamouJiet 3apozKaJ, H BMecTe ¢ HUM 3aapoxaa JKapkos. EMy ToTuac Bcnom-
HHJIACh Apyrasi ApOXb, TOT 03HOG, KOrla OHH B HOYHOM JieCY BCTPETHJIHCH CO
CTApHUYKOM ¢ co6aukoH. [JaBHO aHu 3TO 6bl10?! KM BOT...

OH no6osuics nogyMaTbh 0 CBOeH pafioCcTH, uTOGH He Crya3HTb ee, yCMeXx-
HyJCSl B JAyillé 3TOMY HEBHHHOMY OMNAaceHHIO, OILYTHJ HENpPHBBIYHYIO Jer-
KOCTb H NOHSJ, YTO OHH B Bo3jyxe. B ymax cTajo MOKaJbiBaTh H JaBHTb.
Kasanoch, rojoBa craHoBuTcsi 6onbiioi H ee pacnHpaer. OH BCNOMHHJ, YTO
roBopuat MIBaH, KOTOpBIH He pa3 jera] Ha camoJsieTax, H HayaJj rJaotarth CJaio-
HY, @ KOI'la 3TO He MOMOIJIO, 3aXaJl HOC H Pe3KO BBLIOXHYJ. YIIH «npopsa-
n0», H ctajo Jayuiue. Tenepb 6bl10 BpeMsi OCMOTpPEeTbCS -H 3aAyMaTbCsl Hak
BCEM, UTO MPOHCXOAMJIO B MOCREAHHE Yachl ero mpe6GeiBaua B orpsge. Co6-
CTBEHHO, B CaMOM NPAMOM CMbICJIe, CMOTPETb He Ha uTo 6b10. OH Jexan B
nojiyMpake, B y3koM ¢(aHepHOM sLIHKe, Kak B ckaene. )KapKoB Tak H MOAy-
maa: «Kak B ckjene», MOTOMY YTO NOCJ€ TOrO KakK «MpOpPBaJio» B ylIax, OH
OLYTHJ XOJIOX — OCOGEHHO 3aJjleleHeIH PYKH — H MAaUIHHAJbHO HayaJ OlLy-
nbiBaTh ce6s1 MOA OEAIOM, HCKATh PYKaBHLBI, NOAapok crapHuka. On Haiuen
HX, CYHYJl B HHX DYKH H TYT 3aMeTHJ, YTO ClleJaJjlochb cBeT/ee. BeposATHO, OHH
NOAHAJHCH HAajA o6JakaMH H JiyHa ocBeTHJa HX. )KapKoB 3aMeTHJ 3aKJeNnkKH
Haj ronoBoH. 3akjenkd ObLIH CBeXHe, a Ha Kopmyce CJeAbl OTBEePTKH
H MOJIOTKA.

«B03MOXKXHO, paHeHBIX BO3HJIH», — paccynua YKapkoB, BBIAEPHYJA PYKY
H3 PYKaBHLbI, CYHYJ €€ 3a na3yxy H MPOH3HeC BCJYX:

— Hy Bor H nonerens.

OH o6paTHJICS K 3HAMEHH, KaK K XHBOMY cyllectBy. M He yausHics 3To-
My. 3HaMs 1Jf Hero GbIO He TOJILKO CBSIUEHHBIM, HO H JKHBBIM.

«Ono xuBet, noka s xHuB. Y Gyner kutb. MeHs mepexkuBeT».

H Bapyr oH BCHOMHHJ O CTPaHHOM BONPOCe BOEHBPaua OTHOCHTENBLHO
«Canam6o» Paobepa.

«Jla s x ero uuraa! Hy na! JIunka npuHocuna. Tam 3rto... Tam BoxKAb
BOCCTABLUHX COJIAAT HAET MO BPAXKECKOMY ropoAy, O6GMOTABIIHCH CBSIIEHHBIM
nokpniBaJjoM 6oruHH Jlynnl Taner...—¥ )KapkoBa paxxe AblxaHHe NepeXBaTHIO
OT BHE3aMHOro CPaBHEHHS H HEOXXHAAHHOTO OTKpbITHA. — Tak, 3HAYHT... 3Ha-
YHT, BOEHBpPau 3HaJa o0 3HaMeHH? Ctano GbiTh, OH HaMeKHYJ MHe 06 3ToM. Ha-
BEpHOE, NMOTOMY H HacToAa Ha MoeH otnpaBke. HaBepHoe, H koMaHaHp, H
«6opona» 3HanaH... Ila, na, — noATBepKAan OH, BCIOMHHAs BCe JAeTaJjH, Ha
KOTOpble paHblie He o6pamian oco60ro BHHMaHHA: H CTPaHHOE NMOJAMHTHBAaHHE
BoeHBpaua, H 106poe OTHOLIEHHe KOMaHAHpa C ABYMS IINajaMH, H CJOBO
«Mojoael» B ero, )KapkoBa, ajapec, H, HaKOHell, BO3BpallleHHe I'PaHATHl —
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Bce ceiiyac o6pesio /191 HEero HCTHHHBIHA cMbica. — [la, aa, onu 3Haau. OHU no-
TOMY TaK H MOCTYIHJIH...»

— Xa! — BOCKJIHKHYJ OH, MOJIb3YAICb T€M, YTO MOTOP CyA€eJ H €ro BO3rJa-
COB JIETYHK B CBOeM LLJIeMOdoOHe, KOHEYHO XKe, He YyCJAbIHT. — Tenepb Bce
naneko. Tenepb f Jjeuy, Jeuy, Jeuy...

Y Hero BTOPHYHO nepexBaTHJO AbixaHue. Bo3gyx o6KHraja rJoTKy, U ro-
BODHTb, HaxKe B ¢aHepHOM cKJjeme, 6blio TpyaHo. )KapKoB 3amonual, Bech
OT/JaBafAcCh OUlYIIEHHIO NojeTa. 310 GblJ He NPOCTO ero nepBhlii MOJIET, a Hey-
TO GOJiblIee, OTPOMKHOE, BBHICOKOE: MOCJe TpPeX MecsleB HCNLITaHHH OH JeTeJ
Ha cBOGOIHYIO POAHYIO 3eMJIO, OH Be3 Ha ceGe 3HamaA uactH. HaBephoe, no-
3TOMY OH YYBCTBOBaJl MOJIeT Ka)XAOH CBOeH KJeTOYKOH, KaXKI0H KPOBHHKOH.
On 6e3 koHua nosropsn: «Jleuy, seuy, jeuy..». Ha yumn yxe He paBuio,
HHKAaKHX HenpHATHocTel He Obuno. CaMoJieT rynes poBHO, mies MJaBHO, JHIIb
H3pelKa NpoBaJHBascb B Bo3ayuiHble AiMbl. M 3TH «mpoBasbi» BHI3BIBaNu B
JKapkoBe BHyTpeHHHH BocTropr. OH ToT4ac BCOMHHAJ Jenfinble ropku. Oury-
IleHHe NoXoXee, 0COGEHHO KOT[Ja CKaThiBaellbCsl C FOPhl He Ha CaHKaX, He Ha
KakoH-TO TaM [olueyke, a Ha KOHbKax. Torga Ha BbIGOMHE TaK MOAGPOCHT —
cepaue 3amper... OueHb Noxoxe.

CHOBa XYyTKuH X0J10] CTaJ HanoMHHaTb 0 ce6e. Min onH nonanu B cTyne-
HbIfi MOTOK, WJIH Ha6paJjy BBHICOTY, HJH CaMoOJeT MOBEPHYJ NPOTHB TeUeHHS,
HO ToabkKo )KapkoB 3aMep3 W HauyaJl YCHJEHHO lIeBeJHTb NaJbllaMH PYK H
HOT. 332 PYKH OH He CJMIIKOM 60sjcfl, a BOT HOTH...

«BoT 6bl Ha HHX pyKkaBHUbL... — CTpawHbli xoson Bce 6oJblie CKOBbI-
BaJ ero. — Bor Tak s M npeBpaulycb B COCYJbKY, — ellle MbITAJCS WYTHTb
JKapkoB, HO NaJjblibl 3aHBUIH, M 3Ta HeNpHBbLIYHAA HoWasa 60jib OXBa-
THJIA €ro ¢ HOT A0 roJoBbl. — CTPaHHO, — NOAYyMaJ OH, — MEeP3HYT HaJblihl,
a OTAaeTCsl B roJioBe».

Oco6eHHO TpeBOXKHJIA jeBasi pyKa. OH BbiHYJ €e H3 PYKaBHLbI H 3aCYHYJ
najbupl B por. UyTtb-uyTh nomoryo. Bosb crana yruxarts.

«A HOTH... HOTH», — H OH [0 CTOHA MPHHSJCA ABHTraTb HMH HAacCTOJbKO,
HACKOJIbKO MO3BOJIAJIO €ro MOJIOXKEeHHE.

Camousier Mexx TeM TpsxHyJao. CHoBa cienanoch MpauHee (MO-BHAUMOMY,
OHH BOlLTH B o6aaka), u )KapKkoB ycibimag xjaonanbe. (M onsiTb BCHOMHHJ
AevctBo. [log Hosblii rog onu U3 Gymard genaju XJOMYUIKM H NMYrajH HMH
npyr apyra. Ilogkpagyrcs, XJon noj CambiM YXOM.)

Xsonanbe npogosxkajoch. )KapkoB goragajics, YTO OHH MPOJETAIOT JiH-
HHIO QPOHTA H XJIONKH — 3TO Pa3pbiBbl BPAaXKeCKHX CHApPSILOB.

Emy ctano HeywoTHo u naoxo. Hukorna eue )KapkoB He uyBcTBOBaJ ce6s
TAaKHM GeCNOMOILHBIM H XKAJKHM, faXe TaM, B 3JIONOJYYHOM Jiecy, Irie HX 00-
crpensini ¢amucthl. TaM XOTb ABHraTbCA MOXKHO ObLIO (NpaBaa, OH He MOr
IBHratbcsl}, XoTb mpoctop 6bu1. [lepeBbsi. He6o. A Tyr. OH B ckiene, ero,
Kak pefeHKa, 3anesneHand. Xouelllb, 1a He BbICKOYHIIb. A H CMOXKeWb, TaK
Kyzaa?

JKapkoB o6mep. Cepale MOACTYNHJIO K ropiy. YKe GbiJO He N0 XOJOAA,
He [0 naJjibues.

Camouster magan. «Mbl  mnagaem, — TOJIbKO 06 3TOM H ycnesa MOAyMaTb
JKapkoB. — [lagaem». M1 cHoBa owyTuj nojer. CaMosieT BHOBb JieTeJ Haj
3eMJei.

«Hy, Myxuk! — HeBosnbHO BocxuTHJICA YXKapKoB JIeTYHKOM, — XOTSHl XKeH-
IKHa, a MoJofern!»

BocxHilenHe ero npepsaJju HefoOpble npeiYyyBCTBHA. IaA HHX NOABHJKHCD
ocHOBaHHA. )KapKoB ycJblliaj, KaK MOTOpP HauyaJj 4HXaTb, KauusTb, 6yxaTb
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HacCTOJ/IBKO CHJIbHO, YTO Becbh Kopmyc BaaparuBan. )KapkoB Ha ce6e owyuian
310 6yXaHbe.

«Hy, Bor H-H...— MeabKHyna Mbicab.— OGHIHO».

Mortop eiwe HecKosbKO pa3 GyxHya H 3amoauan. Camojer Ha MTHOBEHHe
Kak Gbl MOBHC B BO3/yXe, 3aTeM moJieTell TakK, 4ro )KapkoBy moka3saJoch,
6yaro Gbl OH BHCHT B BO34YyXe, OTAEJNBHO OT camoJjera, caM no ceGe. [Torom
YTO-TO CJYYHJIOCh, CaMOJIeT CHOBAa Gyaro Gbl BLIDOBHSICHA, YXKe He majad,
a kak Obl cKOAb3HA No Bo3ayxy. [lorom OHH ynapuaHch ¢ TakoH CHJIOH, 4TO
JKapkoB BbJIeTen GHl H3 camoJieTa, GYAb OH OTKPLITHIM, KaK Irpy30Basi MaLllH-
Ha. Ho )KapkoB He BbleTes, a TONBKO CTYKHYJICSA JIGOM O 3aKJENKH H MOYYB-
CTBOBaJ, KaK 3a yXO NOTeKJa cTpyHKa KpOBH.

ABOE B JIECY

Hekoropoe BpeMst OH nexaJj HEMOABHIKHO, 3aMepeB B OXKHIAHHH, NMOHH-
Masl JHUIb OJHO: OHH Ha 3emjie H OH LeJ.

«A kak ke Cawa? MHe ke Ge3 ee NMOMOLUH OTCIOJAa He BHIGPATBHCA».

Kak 66l B oTBeT Ha ero omaceHust g0 )KapkoBa AOHeCHHCh pyraTejabCTBa.
J)KapkoB o6paaoBaJcs.

«)KuBa. )KuBa oHa. 3HauHT, ellle He BCe MOTEPSIHO».

OH xOoTe/l KPHKHYTb, MPOCTO KPHKHYTb, YTOGHI Ta 3HaJa, YTO H OH KHB,
HO He moayuujocb. ['opJo mepexBaTHi HePBHBLIH cmasM.

MMocabimancss cTpaHHblii 3BYK, OyATO HaxpaauHo# Gymarofi ckpe6Gau mno
¢danepe, rosoc:

— Bbl XHBHI?

— Ar-ra.

¥ )KapkoBa, okasbiBaercsi, ofepeBeHesH TyGbl, H OH He MOT MpPOH3HECTH
ca6Ba.

— 3actbln?

— Ar-ra.

— MowmeHT.

Pykn Caud mpoumiHch no ero nieyam, rojioBe, HaillynajH [€peBO .HO-
CHJIOK.

— Mowmenr.— Hocuikn HeyBepeHHO moTsAHYNH. B nopsake. Bol Jserkuii.

Cawa BhITAHYJ1a HOCHJIKH H3 AepeBsiHHOro ckiaema. MuHyty )KapkoB nep-
JKaJicsl Ha MJIOCKOCTH camoJjieTa, GyATO ero co6Hpajuch c6pacbhiBaTbh ¢ mapa-
unioroM. Ho c6pachiBath 6bujio HeKyna. OHH HaxOAHAHCh CpeaH HeGOMbLIOH
cHexxHOH monsiHbl. CamoseT nexan Ha GOKY, TaK, YTO OJHO KpPblIO BOH3HJOCh
B 3eMJII0 H HaJJIOMHJOCh, a BTOpPO€ TOpPHAJO NMHKOH, TOUHO 3alHIlast HX OT
HaBucuinx o6nakos. Henonaneky uepnen Jjec.

«Ot seca yexaq H K Jecy npHexans»,— nogyman )}KapKoB U He MOUYBCTBO-
BaJ HH PaJOCTH, HH OTOpYEHHS.

— MowmenT,— nosropuna Cama H BMecte ¢ )KapkoBblM cKaTHjack
C KpblJ1a, KaK ¢ TOpKH.

Cyrpo6 6bla rIyGOKHM, H OHH He YUIMGJIHCh, TobKo Camra A0aro BeiGHpa-
Jacb M3 CHera,

Ona po6panack n0 )KapkoBa H, BCTPSIXHYBLIHCH, MPHKa3aja:

— Pyku pasaiire.

JKapkoB Haxoaujacsi B KaKOM-TO HEMOHATHOM COCTOSIHHH 6e3pasjiuyus,
OH KaK Obl 3a6bly1 0 ceGe, 0 CBOHX PyKax H HOrax, 060 BceM Ha cBere. Jlexan
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B CHEry, Kak Ha MyXOBO# NepuHe, H HHYEro eMy ceilyac He XOTeJOCH, TOJIBKO
6bl JieXKaTb, He ABHMaTbCsl, 3aCHYTD.

— Pyku,— nosropuna Cawa danabuerom.

J)KapkoB ¢ TpyaoM BBITSIHYJI PYKH H3 pyKaBHL H npotrsiHyJ Hx Cawe. Ona
Hayaja AyTb Ha MaJblbl H oTTHpaTb UX cHeroM. Ee temno kak Gbl BLOXHYJO
xHu3ub B )KapkoBa. CocTosinHe Ge3pasjiHYHA CTaJNO MPOXoauTb. [lepBbiM ne-
JIOM TPOCHYJCSI MO3r, OH BCIOMHHJ O 3HaME€HH H NPOH3HEC:

— B niec Hapo,— npo ce6a noHuMas, 4TO NaAalOWHHA caMoJeT, KOHEYHO
Xe, 3aMETHJIH H ¢ MHHYTHI Ha MHHYTY 3J€Cb MOTyT mosiIBUTbcA Bpard. O Towm,
4YTO MOTYT MOSIBHTbCSI CBOH, OH BCe ellie He AyMaJl.

Camwa kak 6yATO He o6paTHa BHHMAHHA Ha €ro cJoBa, MPOAoJKaJja cBoe
zeno.

— Casbliuare, B Jec. Y MeHS MakeT BaXKHbLIM.

3ro nopeficrsoBano. Cawa caepHysa c¢ cebsi pemMeHb, NpPHJIAJHJIa ero
K HOCHJIKaM H AepHyJja HX. CaMa Toryac MpOBajHJIach B CYrpo6 4yTb JIH He
Mo MOAIC H 3apyrajacb, )KapKoB NPHUKPbLI JHIO pykaBHuaMH. CHer 3a6uBaJ
HOC H POT, HO OH TepHeJ, CO3HaBas, YTo 6e3 3TOro He OGOATHCH, UTO IJ1aBHOE
cefluac — JIIOGLIMH MYTAMH 106paTbcsl A0 CNACHTEJNbHOrO Jeca.

K cuactbio, cHera crajo moMenblie. Tenepp )KapKkoB He NPHKpPLIBAJ JHLO
PYKaBHIAMH, H3peiKa MNPHMOAHHMAJ roJlIOBY H BHAEJ HEIIHPOKYIO CIHHY,
HOTH B YHTaX, CJAbIIIAJ TAXejoe AblXaHHe.

«He npuBbikia oHa K xoab6e,— mocouyBcTBoBaj )KapkoB.— A Hauiemy,
KaKoMy-HHGYb, CKaXXeM, MPOCTYXKEHHOMY, TAKOH GPOCOK Obljl Obl HHMOYEM.
OuH 32 HOYb MO TPHALATL KHJIOMETPOB AENaJNH».

ITokasanuch nepBble KYCTHKH.

«3HauHT, ycneaH»,— o6panoBajcsa )Kapkos.

Cawa mporAHy/ia TO HHEPUHH elle HECKOJbKO METPOB, OCTAHOBHJAaCh
Yy BbICOKOH COCHBI.

— [lepenoxny.

Ona nopowwia, HaKJAOHHJAACh. JKapKOB pasJHYHI MOJIOLOE YHCTOE JIHUO H
TEMHYIO TNPSAKY H3-NOA WJaeMa.

J)KapkoB nompo6oBaj NOMIEBENHTb NajblaMH, OHH IJIOXO CJAYIIAJHCD.

— Horu,— npousnec on.

Cawa cBepxy uepe3 ojesila cTajia MATb H PAacTHPaTh MaJjbllbl HOT.

— Tuxo,— nonpocua )Kapko.— JleBasa nepe6ura.

Ha MuHyTty Hacrynuaa tdwuHa. OHH MOJYaJjH, H BCe BOKPYT MOJYAJIO.
Houb He TpeBOXHJIa HX HH €JHHLIM 3BYKOM.

— [Ilo Kommacy, HamH Ha ceBepo-BOCTOKe, — npuoGoapuaa Cawa, ouye-
BHAHO NMpPHHAB MosuaHHe )KapkoBa 3a yHuiHHe. — [lo MouM pacueram, Mbl
BCE-TAKH Ha HalleH TEPPHTOPHH, B KpaiiHeM cjydae, Ha «HeHTpaJiKe».

Ot 6au30cTH cBOero uejioBeka )KapKkoBy CTaJlo TeIJIO H JIerko, H OH OTO-
3BaJICl FPOMKO:

— Pa3 HanpaBneHHe H3BECTHO, BbliaeM.

«Kak e s1 BoiHAy?» — yCMeXHYJICSl OH nmpo cebsl.

Cawa He oTBeTHJa, MOCJe Maysbl COPOCHJA:

— Bac kak 30ByT?

— Imutpuem... A...

— Bawm ckoJsbko Jer?

— JleBATHaALATb.

Cawa cnpamuBaja GbICTPO, He OCTABJSAS BPEeMEeHH IJIA BCTPEUHBIX BO-
NpocoB, TOYHO OMacasch HX.

— O, na Bbl MoJloXKe MeHsl. MHe aBaauartb TPH.

99



O6a 3amepH.

INocabiiranoch rykanbe ¢punHHA. B KpomelwnHo#i THIIHHE OHO APO3BYUaJo,
Kak GJIH3KHH T'yIOK mapoBo3a.

— 3710 MoryTt GbiTh Hawu. [Taprusanbl,— npowmenran YKapkos.

— Orkyna oHH, ecjH Mbl Ha HefiTpajke? — orto3BaJach Cawa H gocranaa
H3-3a TNa3yXH PeBOJibBep.

JKapkoB norapasicsi, 4To OHa GOHTCA HE CTOJNBKO 3TOr0 (HJIHHA H TEMHO-
Thl, CKOJIbKO Jieca H HOYHOH THIUHHBI,

— He 6oitrech,— ycnokona KapkoB.— Jlec xopomHi.

Cawa He orBetHna. OHH onATb 3aMojidyajii. [ yKaHbe He NOBTOPSJIOCH.

— JsHraTtbess Hano,— npeanoxus JKapkos.

— UYyrb 3anagHee,— corsacHiaach Cama.

OHna BHHMAaTe bHO MOCMOTPEJia HA KOMIIAC, CHOBA B3AJach 32 peMeHb H CABH-
HyJ1a HOCHJIKH.

BpeseHnt wypuas no cHery, H 3TOT 3BYK TOXe Gbli OCOGEHHO CJBILIHBIM
H Hacropax#Baj. Houblo Bce HacropaxkuBaer. U 3BykH, H TeHH. «A oHa,—
nouss J)KapkoB,— B Jiecy He XHJa H JieCHOH XH3HH He 3HaeT. Bor B3agpor-
HyJla — fiepeBa Hamyrajacb, a OHO NMPOCTO MOXOXe Ha 4YejoBeKa. Bor eme
JepHy/a peMeHb — 3a CYYOK 3aleNHJicsl, HO 3TO BCero-HaBcero cTapblifi Ko-
peHb».

OHa m1a TAXeNno, TPOMKO AbiLlajia ¥ OTHbiXHBasach. HeckonabKo pa3s oHa
OCTynajach, OCTaHaBJ/MBaJacb, CMOTPeJia Ha KOMNAc, CHOBA JBHrajach, Ha-
KOHell MPH3Hajiach:

— Henp#BbluHO,— # mMpHCTaBHJA HOTY.

«3aKypH,— xoTes npemioxHTh JKapkos, HO noagyman:— OHa H He KypHT,
HaBepHOe»,

J)KapkoB Teprnesn H 3TO HcnbiTaHHe, CO3HABasi, YTO H €ro HeOGXOAHMO
NpOHTH.

«3Hamsa, 3HaMR, 3HaMsa,— MOBTOPsUI OH Npo ce6si.— Bor oHo. U o uenu
COBCEM HEMHOrO>».

310 nomoraJo.

— Hac xayr,— ckasana Cama.— 1o BpeMeHH Mbl yXKe 4yac Hasaj HOJ-
JKHBI 6blJIH ObITh.

— DByznem,— non6onpua JKapkos.

— $ x popory He 3Hao. TemHo,— nouemy-to o6uaenacy Cama, HO TOT-
4yac ycThiijach cBoeH O6GHAbBI, B CBOIO ouepelb ycmokouwsaa )Kapkopa: —
Boifinem.

Tak oHM M ABHrajHch, OCTaHaBJHBAafACh, CBepsis MapupyT, noabaapusas
Apyr Apyra.

— OpnHo 3anomunTe, — 3aBepuaa Calia BoO BpeMs ouepeLHOH OCTAHOBKH,
xoTsl )KapkoB HH B uem H He coMmHeBaJica. — He ocrasaio.

— Cnacu6o,— no6aarogapua XapkoB, HamoJHssACb 6/arofapHOCTHIO
K 3TOH He3HAaKOMOH XXeHIIHHe.

ME)X ABYX OTHEH

Cawa cHOBAa OCTAaHOBHJIACh, NOCMOTPeJia HA KOMMAac H YTO-TO HEPBO3HO
npo6opmotana. Hepo6prle mpeauyscTsBHa pesanyis )Kapkosa mo cepawmy.

— Joaro TaHeTcR 3Ta «HeHTpasiKa»,— CKa3aj OH.

Cawa npomosiyana, 3ayMblBasicb HaJ OTBETOM, OTOM MPH3HAJacb PelIH-
TeJIbHO:
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— Komnac He pa6Gotaer. Cropsiua HenmoHATHO 6bLIO, a Temnepsb...

J)KapkoB copOrHyJICA OT 3TOro npHaHaHHsA. «UTo Tenepb? — CHPOCHA OH
caM cefsl, cTapasicb He BbIAaTb CBOHX BOJHeHHH.— Moxer ObiTh, Mbl He
K CBOHM, a K HeMIlaM HieM? MoKeT, yKe NpHLULIH H OHH BOT-BOT OGBABATCA?
BuiiinyT BOH H3-32 TOH COCHBl WJH H3-3a TOTO JepeBay.

OH MalIHHAJAbHO OLUYNaJ «JIHMOHKY®, ROTPOHYJcA Ao Koabua. «Her, 3na-
MfA 51 He OTAAM HH NpPH KaKux o6GcrositeabcrBax. OHO yMper BMecTe cO MHOH.
Ho emy xurb Hapo. )Kurtb!» — BHyTpeHHe B036yauica >KapkoB H ckasad,
CTapasicb NMPOH3HOCHTb CJOBAa CAEPKAHHO H POBHO:

— [JlaBaiiTe copHeHTHpYyeMCA MO AepeBbsiM, N0 3Be3/iaM.

— 3Besn HeT,— oro3Bajaach Caiua.

— Ho nepeBbs-10 ecTb,— HacrauBaa )KapkoB.— Kyza BeTBH CMOTPAT?

— 3T0 He TOYHO,— HeyBepeHHO mnpousHecaa Cawia, HO BCe-TakH 3ajpa-
Ja roJIOBY H HauaJja BrJsiibIBaThCSl B PaclojiOXKeHHe BeTBeH.

OHH onATb NOLLIH H HEOXKHAAHHO OYYTHJIHCh Ha onylike jgeca. TouHee, HX
Jiec KoHunjcsa. [IpocmaTpuBasoch He6obIIOE T0OJIe, 32 HHM BHAHEJCS] HOBBIH
Jec.

— Bor BrauTe! — BOCKAHKHYJA )KapkoB.— Mbl H BHILLJIH H3 Jeca.

— Boiu,— ycmexnynacs Camra.— A kypa Bbiuau? Kro B ToM Jjecy?

JKapkoB xoTen cKa3zaTb yTo-HHGYAbL 060ApAOUIee, HO B 3TOT MHI C pas-
HBbIX CTOPOH TOYTH OQHOBPEMEHHO AOHEeCJHChb rojoca Jjioged. OHH cJblLIaJHCh
C3ajH HX, H3 TOTO Jleca, B KOTOPOM elle HaXOAHJHCb, OHH CJBbIIIAJHChL BMe-
pelH, B TOM, GJHXHeM, Jecy, yepe3 moJie.

O6a 3amepun. ITotom Caura — ujH co crpaxa, HJIH HHTYHTHBHO — pBaHy-
Ja Brepej, NMOAXBaThiBasi HOCHAKH )KapKoBa, H nmo6exaJna.

«Hago x paso6parbcsiy,— xoTes KPHKHYTb )XapkoB, HO He ycmeJ.

Cawa 6Gexxaaa, TSKeJO AbilIa, BRICOKO MOXHHMAaA HorH. C3aaum paspaJcs
KPHK:

— XaabT! — H BhICTpeJ.

Totuac W3 cocegHero Jecka pasjgajnach OTBETHasi aBTOMaTHas ouepeib
u ronoca. Pa3o6paTb Heib3si GbIJIO HHYEro, TOJAbKO SICHO GbLIO ONHO: KpHua-
JIH HAILH.

Hauanace naab6a. Cama npuru6anach, Ho He c6aBisjga teMmna. Bapyr
oHa 6yaTo ocTynmaach H Hcuessna. Uepea mrHoBeHHe H )KapkoB mokaTHjcCA
B KakKylo-TO fiIMy, HaBepHoe BOPOHKY. Ero mepesepHy/sio Ha 60K H TKHYJO JH-
oM B cHer. CHer 6biji MATKHH, U OH He yIIHOCA, BO BCSIKOM CJydyae, He MO-
YyBCTBOBaJ GOJIH.

Camwa pyrajach Ha 4eM CBET CTOHT, MbITAfICh BBICYHYTbCSl H3 BOPOHKH.

— TllepeBepunte Mens,— monpocua JKapkos.— Ji! IlepeBepHure MeHsA
Ha CIHHY.

Cama ycablwana, noao6pasach kK JXapkoBy, mnompaBHJa HOCHJKH.
Ouna HHuUero He TroOBOPHJA, [epiKaja peBOJbBep HAroToBe H CMOTpeJa
HaBepXx.

Hap Humu jlerann Tpaccupymoouue myJu, 6yATO KpacHble H 3ejieHble CBeT-
JISIKH.

B mpyroe Bpems, BO3MOXHO, 3T0O 6blio 6bl H KPacHBO, HO cefluac HaBOAH-
Ja0 rpyctb. OHu B joByuike. Hag HHMH nper HacrosmwmuHd 60A H HeH3BECTHO
eie, 4eM KOHYHTCA.

«Hy,— npousnec )XapkoB, mpocoBhIBasi PyKy NOA THMHAcTepKy,— Npo-
wait. 5 Bce pana Te6s Aenan. A Temepb yxe He oT MeHsl 3aBucHT. [Ipouai».

OH noNoXua PYKy Ha KOJIbLIO H CTaJ XAaTb. Mo3r ero ycujeHHo pa6o-
Taj, HO OH HHYEero He MOr NMPHAyMaTb.
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Han vumu nponocuauck nyan. O Gecnomouied. Ouu B BopoHke. Caiue
He BHIGPATbCA, CPEXKYT, KaK MOJACONHYX.

«Ho sneyxenau sto Bce? MiMeHHO TOrpa, Koraa A0 CBOMX BCEro KakHX-HH-
6yap cTo, MOXeT GBiTb, NATHAECAT METPOB»,

EMy He xoTesoCch BepHTb B IJ10X0e. ITO GblIO HeJleno, KaKasi-TO HacMell-
Ka cyab6bl («Jla, na. Torpa 3auem e GblJIO Bce OcTajibHOe? 3aueMm Xe f
CTOJILKO NMEpeXXHJ H mepeHec?»), HO NeHCTBHTENbHOCTb Gblia CHJIbHEE CaMbIX
ropaunx xeaanui. JleficTBUTENILHOCTD — BOT OHA, BOKPYT HEro, Haj HHM, TaM
uner 6oi.

Kak 6yaro B noarBepxkjaeHHe 3TOH peasbHOCTH, pa3jajca B3pbiB. Cawa
HeBOJIbHO OTILATHYJaCh, MPHCEIA B CHEr.

— 3r0 rpanara,— cKasaj )KapkKoB H OILYTHJ XOJIOA CBOEH «JIHMOHKH».
Ha MrHoBeHHe eMy moKasajocb, 4TO He TPaHAaTy OH YYBCTBYET MOJ PYKO#,
a co6cTBeHHOe 3ajiefieHesioe CepAle, KOTOpPOe, KaK HH CTPaHHO, YCHJEHHO
6beTcsl, TAK CTYYUTCS, YTO KaXKeTCAd CaMO, MOMHMO BOJIH €ro, CMOXET BHI-
pBaTh KOJbIO H3 TPaHATHI.

— Pioc-¢anep,— ponecaocy caaau.— Kanyt. Cradaiics.

— Hnu xpena! He Bepp uM! — mocabliianoch ¢ Halled CTOPOHBI.

HoBble mpucTynbl cTpenbGbl MOKPHIIH 3TH KPHKH. 3apa6oTaJ myJeMer.
JKapkoB yanas 3HaKOMBIH Trosoc, OTMeTHJ mnpo ceba: «,Jlerrapbp” Tpy-
IHTCS>.

— Kaxk nosBarcs, tak A ux H cpexy! — kpuknyaa Cama.

— A ouu rpanary.

— Tax uro xe?

— $1 nopopBycb. ¥ MeHsi «aHMoHKa» B kapmane. M teGe... B nnen teGe
He COBETYIO.

OH HeBOJIbHO Mepewies Ha «Thl», MOTOMY YTO XeHiuuHa 3ta — Cama —
BHIATb, HEMJIOXOH BOHH,— CTajla €My CBOHM YeJ/IOBEKOM.

— Ko#neuno,— coraacuaacs Cama, ¥ rojoc y Hee ApOrHyJ, a MJeyd 3a-
IpOXKaJH.

— He naaub,— ycnokoua )Kapkop.— 3to TOABKO pa3. Bcero oaun pas.

— Mamy xajab,— ckaszana Cama,

JKapkoB ToTuac BCMOMHHJ CBOIO MaMy, KaK OHa MO yTpaM Yy Meud CToaa,
nekjaa A/ Hero BKYCHbI€ MHPOXKH C MO3JHHKOH, KaK OHA MO HOYUAM mojJe
Hero cHjeJa, KOrjga oH KOpblo GoJieJ, KaK OHa KpemHJjach, uTOGbl He 3amJa-
KaTb, KOTa NMPOBOXAaJa ero Ha ¢poHT.

«XKanp MaMmy, 4TO H FOBOPHTb,— MOAYMAJ OH, HO TYT MbICJ/Ib €r0 NEpeKH-
HyJach CHOBA HA 3HamfA.— ThICAYM Jiogel GYAYT MOKPHITH MO30POM, LENYIO
yacTb pacOpPMHPYIOT, TO €CTb OHA COBCEM HE CTaHET XHUTb... TakK XOTb Obl
BparaM ero He OTAATb, XOTHl Gbl CKPbITh, CNPATATDb».

3ta HaxoaKa 06GOXKIJa ero, 6yATO OrHeM.

— Chaywa#, nomorn MHe,— o6patuicst o Kk Cawe.— Hy, ocBoGoau or
3THX BePEBOK, OT GpeseHTa.

— Tak Hano xe caeauTb,— 3anporecropaja Cawa.

— Tloka crTpeasiioT, oud BpAn au,— o6biacHua )Kapkos.— Hamu He pgaior
npHOaAHKATbCA.

— A Bapyr?

— TIlomoru,— HacranBaJa )KapkoB,— cnpsiTaTh Hajo.

— ITaker?

— Ceiiuac yanaews. Hy, npowy, kak apyra.

— Jlyume coxkeM,— npegaoxuaa Cawa, npubavKasacbL K HEMY H BCe
He CIHYCKaf rja3 ¢ Kpasi BOPOHKH.
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— Her, 3apoem. Hy! — yxke He rosopHJ, a mpHkasuiBaa )Kapkos.

Cama, He BHNMycKasi H3 MpaBoil PYKH peBoJbBep, JieBOH B3ssach 3a Be-
PEBKY.

— HoxowMm. Brictpee!

B 3toT MHr cBepxy nocJblliaJcs ToJoc.

— Bninesait cioga. Ilonsth Hapo.

Ounu 3amepyiu.

— -3, kuB? [asaii cioaa.

— Hac... aBoe,— ortospanace Cawa H npepbBHCTO B3jaoxHyJaa.— [lpn
MHe paHeHbIH.

— JlaBa#ii,— HacranBaja rosoc.— Uero Thl TaM YHKaelIbCHA?

— CKoJb3KO.

Haa Boponko# mokasaJsach rojoBa B YIIaHKe, 3aBsi3aHHOH moj mnoa6o-
ponoK. )KapkoBy npeacTaBHJOCH, YTO OH CMOTPHT B MYTHYIO BOAY H 3TO OT-
paxaercsl ero rojosa.

— Iloarankuaii,— komanaoBaa rojoc.— Iloarajskupa#t, a 1 npumy.

OH Jierko MoAXBaTHJ HOCHJKH H BbiTaumuga )XapKoBa H3 BOPOHKH, MOTOM
nojaj pyky H nomor mnoaHsatbcsi Caire.

— buicTpo, 6HicTpo,— npuroBapuBaJa Goeu.— IlaBa#, aasai. Iloasn mno
MoOeMy cjeay, a sl noco6JsATb H NPHKpPHBaTb 6yay.

HeoXxHiaHHO OH BCKOUHJ H APHBLIYHBIM, MOILHBIM ‘JBHXXEHHEM METHYJ
rpanaty. C3aau, y caMbix JepeBbeB pa3jaJscs B3pbiB. [1yjan 3acBucTesH Hag
roJIOBaMH, HO TOTYAac OTBETHJH cpa3y [Ba myJemMeTa C Halled CTOPOHHI.
H rpe-to c6oxy, ¢ ¢daaHra toxe mociablmanach crpesb6a. Hamu uan o6xo-
JHJH HEMUIEB, WJIH pelnyH 3aiith B Thla,— 3T0ro )XapkoB He 3Haj. OH 3a-
XMYPHJICS, YTOGH HE BHAETb, UTO MPOHCXOAHT BOKPYF, YTOGHI He BCHYFHYTb
cyap6y, KOTOpasi H Ha 3TOT pPa3 nojaja eMmy pyKy.

ILEMOYKA

[Nokasanuch xyctol, gepeBbsi. Cama H Goel, MOJHSJIHCH B MOJHBIA POCT.
Ewe Heckonbko waros. INosBHaHch J0aH, kak TeHH. )KeHCKHH rojoc mgo-
JIOWKHIL:

— Muaawnit aefitenant EropoBa nocie BhnosHeHHsi 3aganns. Umeio pa-
Henoro. Camosier noBpexieH. [locaaka BHHYXAeHHaS.

«Monogel, oHas,— xotes g06aBuTb )XapKoB, HO CHJ He GblJIO.

Ero cHoBa noHecan Kyaa-to. Kpome HOCHJBHIHKOB XpOMaJH elle ABOeE.
OnH GbIH paHeHBl B 6010 33 HHX, €T0 H JIETYHKA CrnaceHHe.

«OHa Besna ce6Gsi, KaK MY>X4YHHA, H AepKajachb repoficKH, Jydlle HHOTO
MYXKHKa»,— paccyxaaj, npHasa B ce6s, )Kapkos.

Emy cpenanock crhigHo. OH jgaxe He mompouiajcsi, He moGJarogapui ee.
H rpe tenepb HcKaTbh?

— 3aKypH,— NpeJIOXKHJ OAHH H3 GoHIOB.

— He kypio... B rpyap panen,— noGaBua )XapkoB, YTOGH CrIagHTb He-
JgopxkocTb. Hekypsimiuit Goew Ha ¢poHTe BbI3LIBAJ HEJOYMEHHE.

BeposiTHo, crajio cBerath. )KapKoOB pas/jiHUH/ ABHIKEHHE Tyd4 Haj roJoO-
BOH, JHIA KpacHoapMmefiueB. PaHeHble MOJYa/JH H GbIIH XMYPLIMH, 3aTO HO-
CHJIbHIHKH MeperoBapHBaJIHCh BO BeChb T0JIOC, [AeJHJIHCh BAEYATAECHHSAMH Opo-
weawero 6os.

— JloBko Bacuab ¢ppuua c6un. OH, 3HAa4YMT, 32 AepeBO, a TOT BCHLILKY
3acek. JloBko.
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— A Tlpoxop ¢ myanemera.

— Tol-To uTO He cTpeasin?

— Tak He BHmaTbh 6bL1O. A KaK 3aBHIHENOCH, 1 H Ha)KaJ.

«HyBcrByemb? — crnipamuBan )KapkoB, 3acyHyB pYyKy NOA THMHacTep-
Ky.— Mbl y cBoux. BuiGpanuce. He 6pocua te6s, uyemn? Tenepb-to uro. Te-
nepb Mbl y CBOHX»,

Ero npuHec/H B KakKylo-TO 3eMJISIHKY, HOKPBITYIO CBeXXHMH BeTkamH. [lax-
Jo xBoeH. ['opena Tpodeiinad naollka, MOTPEeCKHBas H APOXKa.

ITopne Hee cumena mekacras AeBYIIKa, MOAIIHBaJa MOABOPOTHHYOK K
YyKOH rHMHacTepke ¢ ABYMA KYGHKaMH B meTjHile. 3aBHAEB PaHEHOro, OHa
TOTYAC OTJOMKHJA CBOE 3aHfATHE, CTajJa KOMaHIOBATb.

— Knapgure Ha Hapol. Jla He Tyna, nojgajblie OT BXOAA.

[ToroM, HHuero He cka3as, noaaja )KapkoBy JfKKY.

— Tlen. Tle#, roBopio, 310 XHAKOCTh npoTHB woka. Jo TIMII ewe TpH
KHJIOMeTpa.

Ona pocrana wnpHu, uto6bl cpenatb YKoja, Ho )KapkoB ynpemua ee.

— 1 paHen emie B centa6pe. S orryna, ot naptTHsaH. MHe Bce fgesaJH.

CaHHHCTDPYKTOD He YAHBHJach, MOHHMAIONle KHBHYJA.

— TlomoxaH, 1 3THX MepeBA3aTb AOMKHA.

A )KapkoBa yxe KJIOHHJO KO cHY. OH He CMOT cIepaTb 3TOro eJja-
HHA H IPOBAJHJCH.

Ouny.ics oH, BeposiTHO, Ha [IMI1, motomMy uTo ero Tpsc 3a mJIeyo yeJOBeK
B OUYKax, ¢ TpeMsd KyGHKaMH B NeTJHLax.

— IlpocHyaucn? BenomuuM. Pacckaxem.

JKapkoB npuues B ce6s, pacckasaj Kak MOXHO KOpOue CBOIO HCTOPHIO H
J06aBHJ AJs1 Becy:

— MHe HYXHO maJjbire. ¥ MeHA MakeT BaXKHbIH.

OukapHK NPONMYCTHJ €ro CJOBa HAacyeT NakeTa, MPHKa3aJ KOMY-TO, CHAS-
HleMy 33 €ro CHHHOH:

— Kaprouky nepemosoro paitona u B MCB. Iloka He pa3BHIHeJOCD.

JKapkoBy elle majd nonutb, H OH CHOBa BnaJj B 3a6biTbe. DTO GbIIO nei-
CTBHTEJIbHO 3a6LITbe, MOTOMY UTO OH HE BHAEJ HHKAKHX CHOB, HE YyBCTBOBAJ
IBHXKEHHS, XOJIOAa, HE CJbILIAJ CJOB CONPOBOMXKAAIOUIHX €ro JIioaeH.

Berpsaxayiacs J)KapkoB kak mo TpeBore: 4bH-TO PYKH NPHKAacajHCb K ero
rpyaH.

— He-e,— eure He oTkpbiBast rias, npombiuaa JKapkoB H HOTAHYJCA K
«JHMOHKe».— Henb3s.

— H s rosopio — Hesb3A.

JKapkoB oTkpbu1 raasa. [lepen HHUM cTosia uesnoBek B Gejom xajate. OH
KaK-TO CTPaHHO, HaGOK AepKaJ roJoBy, 6YATO €My CBejo ILelo.

— Henb3s umetb npH ceGe opyxHe, — MOBTOPHJ OH, — a rpaHaTy TeM
GoJiee.

Bo3MoKHO, eciH 6bl 3TO NPOH3OLLIO He BO CHe, ecaH 6bl )KapkoBa 3apa-
Hee NMOATOTOBHJIH, €CJH Obl OGBSACHHJIH eMy BCe TOJKOBO, OH 6bl, HaBepHOe,
H OTla/l «JIHMOHKY», @ MOXeT 6biTh, H paccka3as o cBoe# taiHe. Ho ero ne
MOATOTOBHJ/IH, ¢ HHM Jae He MOTrOBODHJH, €ro MPOCTO XOTEJH pPa3opyXHTb
COHHOT'O H T€M CaMbIM HamyrajH H HACTOPOXHJH.

— Her,— pemnreapHo npousHec )KapkoB.— §1 ¢ Hel Gonee Tpex mecs-
LIeB He PaccTaioch. ¥ MEHs NMaKeT BajKHbIH.

— Ho Bb paHeHbl, — HaCTaHBaJ He3HaKOMel, — HaM Heo6XxoaHMO oOc-
moTpetb Bac.— W oH cHoBa mpotsinya pyKy Kk )Kapkosy.

— S nepuy! — kpuknysa )XKapkos.
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— Beuinoansfite npukas! Yl — poenspau Tperbero paHra,— HOBBICHJ TO-
JIOC He3HaKOMell.

— A wMue npukasaHo,— He yctrynaa )KapkoB.— CaMOMy Had4aJjbCTBY.
['enepaay.

Ha kpuk B manaTKy Boilej cefOroJioOBbii KOMaHAMp, CO LINaJOH B meT-
Jauue,

— UYro 3a wym?

— Cymacwepuinii Kakoii-to. 'panaty npH ce6e JepKHT.

— ¥ menst oco6oe 3ananHe. 51 06513aH BLINOJAHHTb €ro,— TOPOIIHBO 3aro-
BopuJa )Kapkos, mOHHMasi, 4TO celOH CTapilieé 3TOro KpPHBOLIEEro.

— Hy-y, ecain Tak,— npousHec cenoil, BHHMaTeJbHO nocMoTpeB Ha )Kap-
kopa.— OH HyXjJaeTcs B BailleM JjedeHHH? BHTH MOMeT, ero OTNpaBHTb B
II1r:

BoeHBpau eie cHibHee CKPHBHJ 1i€l0, H OHH BHILLIH H3 MAaJIaTKH.

Yepes HekoTOpoe Bpemsi )KapkoBa BMecTe ¢ ABYMs JIeXKAUHMH PaHEHBIMH
NOrpy3n/iH Ha OTKPHITYIO MALIHHY, IPHKPBIJIH GPE3eHTOM H NMOBE3JIH HeH3BecT-
HO KyZa, BO BCSKOM cJy4ae — OT MepenoBoil, B ThiJ.

Tenepp )KapkoB He cmaJ, omacaJjics, 4YTO €ro pa3opyaT COHHOrO, OTHH-
MYT rpaHaTty H OoT6epyT 3HaMsl.

Co6cTBeHHO, ceHyac OH y CBOHMX, H 3HaMmsi, BepPOSITHO, NMONajeTr TyAa, Ky-
na Hago. Ho yx 60JbHO eMy He XOTeJOCb 3aKAHYHBATH TaK CBOIO 3MOMNeEI0.
«[la u kak xe tak? Hajgo » koMy-10 nos0oxHTb 06 3TOM... [lepenaTh 3Hams B
HafieXKHble PYKH... JTO XK He NPOCTO, 3TO XK ocoboe 3anaHue. Her, — TBepao
pewna JKapkos. — I yx 3akoHuy no BceH ¢popme, 4T06 B NOJHOH yBEPEHHOCTH
GbiTb>.

EMy Ha wmeKy ynajna cCHeXXHHKa H JOJro He Tasja, umekoda Koxy. Ona
Kak Gbl HAMOMHHJIA, YTO XKH3Hb MPOJOJIKAETCSt H BCe HAET He TaK yX IJOXO.
FnaBHoe cpenaHo, aHams cnaceHo. Ot 3Toit MmbicaH )KapkoBy crajo Jjerye,
H OH Mpo ce6sl, MOYTH 6ecco3HaTeJbHO HAYaJ YHTATh CTHXH:

Ha ocennnit nen
[MagaoT CHEXHHKH.
IMapawoT ¥ BbIOTCA...

Tyt on nogyMman o apyre H moJjie3 HCKaTb 3amHCKy, 4To nepeaan lOpa B
nocjaefHHi MoMeHT. BymMaxkka oTblickasnach oA GHHTaMH.

«Hano Gyaer mpH mepBOoH BO3MOXXHOCTH OTNPaBHTb,— AaJj cebe 3afaHne
JKapkoB.— H Maiiky naiitu... Ee o6s3aTenbHo...»

Onn ocranosHJHch. [1o rojocam OH MOHSJ, YTO OHH NMpHEXajH, H HEBOJb-
HO MOTSIHYJCSt K TpaHaTe, MPHTOTOBHJICH K HeNPHATHHIM NeperoBopam.

OpaHako MpHroTOBJIEHHS ero OKa3aJjJHch HanpacHbIMH. Ero Geryo ocmortpen
KaKOH-TO HenpHMeTHHIA Bpay B UWIHHEJH C NMOJHATHIM BOPOTHHKOM, CKasaj
ycTaJo:

— He nHaw npo¢uab.

J)KapkoBa HaKOpMHJIH, HANMOHJIH, YJOXKHJIH B TeMJNyl0O NMajaaTKy H BejejH
Kaatb. Beyepom Ha apyroil mallliHe ero moBe3JH JaJiblie.

Hloporoii oH cmaJj, mep3, B3jgparHsaJj, MOTOMY 4TO eMy 4YYAHJAOCb, 4TO
KTO-TO NMOAGHpaeTcAd K ero «JHMOHKe», 4YTOGbl pa3OpyXHTb ero H BBHIKpAacCTb
aHams. OH gaxe coH BHaea. Byaro 6bl rpe-To, B KAKOM-TO CBeTJIOM MecCTe
MHOTO reHepajoB H HayajbHHKOB. [louemy-To H OH Tam. Ho ¢ Hx 3Hame-
HEM BBIXOAHT APYroil uejoBeK, H APYrof 4esoBeK NOKJAALIBAeT O CMACEHHH.

«Her, 3to pgoJsikeH cpenaTth s1,— yXe HafABy noarsepana Ajs ce6s )XKap-
koB.— [lo Bceii ¢dopme. UmenHo renepany. 310 BepHAk. OH jgacT XoJ.
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A Tak... no Komasge... 1o Hagoaro. A Tam miogn. OHH NOA BONPOCOM...
HimenHo reHepany»,— peuini OH OKOHYaTeJbHO.

K yTpy ero mpuBesjH B ThUIOBOH TOCHHTA/b, PacnoJioXKeHHbH B H36ax,
HEH3BECTHO KaK COXPAHHBIUHXCS OT BOHHBI, C HACTOSILHMH KPOBAaTAMH, C MpoO-
CTbIHSIMH, MAaXHYLWHMH MBLIOM.

KOMHCCAP

Enpa ero BHecqH B W36y, eABa HOXHJble CAHHTapbl OTEPJH MOT CO JIGOB,
e/lBa OH BJOXHYJ/l HeNMpPHBLIYHOrO BO3AyXa, B6exaJsa TojcTasi TeTKa B XaJare
H cTazna pyraTtbCsi:

— '‘Bam wto, mpoBoxaroro ewe aaBatb? Bbl wto, mwienowapriie? He
MoxKeTe pa3o6paTthces, rie NPOMYCKHHK, rae nanathi? Kyna Bbl ero npunepan?

— ToBapbill crapwiHHa TOBOPHJ, afifla KpbleUKO,— ONPaBIbIBAJCS He-
MOJIONOH CaHHTap-Ka3ax.

— Afina, afiga,— cMAruagach TeTKa,— HO TO KPbLIEYKO MepBOe OT A0-
porH. Hecure Tyna.

B npHeMHOM Ha HOCHJKax, MpAMO Ha MOJY JeXaJH paHeHble. Mex Ho-
CHJIOK XOJH/ CaHHTap ¢ MOHJbHHKOM H CeCTpa CO IUMPHUEM.

Bckope nosiBuiicsi Moionofl Bpau, XyAe€HbKHH, 4€pHOroJIOBbIH, C YJbIGKOH
B rmasax. OH kak-To cpasy Bbi3blBaj AoBepHe, H )KapkoB, koraa nogouwia
ero oyepelb, CKa3aJ:

— Mue, HaBepHoe, B nanbHuii rocnuTtanab. $1 naBHo paHed. Pana, Bpone,
3aTsAHYJach, @ BOT OCKOJMKH OTX0AAT.— OH yJOBHJ B3rJsii Bpadya H A06aBHJ
nocneiHo:— A B rpyAb HaBbuleT. JTO, CKa3aJH, H TPOraTh MOKa He HAJO.
310 Koraa yx npoyHo.— OH NOMaHHJ PYKOH, MONPOCHJ Bpaua HaKJIOHHTb-
cA.— A ewe y meHs naker BaxkHbfi. HauanectBy nepenatb Beseno... ene-
panay.

— TenepanoB y Hac HeT,— AOGPOAYIIHO yCMEXHYJCHA Bpau.

— A wmHe Hagpo.

— Tloepewss B Thtn. Tam 6ynyr. Bor TosbkO TeMmepaTypy nomepsiem.

)KapkoBy nocraBHsiin rpanycHHK. Temneparypa okasajack HOpMaJbHOMH.

Yepes HeCKO/IbKO 4acoB, AOXKIABLIHCb, KOrAa MOATOTOBAT APYTHX paHe-
HbiX, )KapkoB, Tenepb yxe Ha MOKPHITOM GPe3eHTOM rpy30BHKE, nMoexaJl JaJjb-
we. Hacrpoenne y Hero 6b1o xopouee. [Toxxany#, BnepBhie ero HH 0 yeM He
paccnpauidBaljH, cpasy NOHSJH H YBaXXH/AH RPOCLOY.

«Tenepb Tak n 6yny. HenpemenHo renepasa. Henpemedno Ha oco6om 3a-
JaHHH HacranBaTtb... Hago no konua mosectH aeno. Hago».

JIeHCTBHTEJbHO, NONAB B HOBBIH FOCAHTAJb, OH MOBTOPHJ CBOIO BEPCHIO
H K HEeMY INpPHCJYIUaJACh: NOMEPHJH TEeMRepaTypy, HaKOPMHJH, HANOHJH H
OTNPaBHJIA euie AaJjbile.

«Bce B nopsake, Bce B MOpsiAke»,— PajfoBaJICA OH.

Ho )KapkoB npocronywno omu6aJcs, cYHTas, yTo Ha Bpauell nedcTByer
ero BepcHsl o makere H o reHepaje. Ha camom gese nefictBoBasio apyroe.
BHast 3TOro H3MOMAEHHOTO, HCXYAaBLIiero, H36oseBLIerocsi napHs, NpeacTas-
JIAS CTeMeHb €ro PaHeHHsl, BpauH MOHHMAJIH, UTO eMy Tpe6GyeTcsl MJIHTeJbHOe
JieyeHHe B CMOKOHHBIX YCJOBHAX, B NaJ€KOM Thiay, Ge3 TpeBor H GoMGexek,
H, OHHMAs 3TO, TSAHYJH €ro Mo HaKaTaHHOH LenoYyKe K 3TOH WeJH.

Ha narelfl neHb cBoero HaXoX[eHHS «y HaliHx», )KapkoB ouyTHjicsl BO
¢pontoBom 3BakonyHkTe — ®Ille. U Tyr Hauaauch KoHQAHKTH. Benbixy-
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J0 OT cecTpbl npHeMHoro otaeneHHst. OHa Kak rasiHyaa Ha JKapkosa, Tak
H axHyJa.

— Jla Bul yro? Jla BBl oTKyAa? 3apociH, Kak AHKapb!

— Orryna. U3 Hemenkoro thina,— oTBeTHa )Kapkos.

— Bac uTto0, roa He CTPHI/H?

— Ila mecsaua tpH... Xotst crpurad... Hoxxuuunamu... OBeubHMH. ..

JKapkoB npoHaHocHA 3TO ¢ paccTaHOBKOH, ¢ naydamH. Emy 3a6aBHo 6bl-
JO HabJaofaTh, KaK HEKPacHBOe JIHLO CeCTpbl MOJIOJ€eT, CTAHOBHTCS
NOUYTH JETCKHM OT YAHBJIEHHS,

— Torna s cefluac cama,— noo6ewansa cecrpa.

— IlpucraBuTs HOry,— ocranoBuJ ee )KapkoB.— MHe cefiyac rexepaJa
Hapo.

— T'enepana? — yauBuaace cecrtpa.

— Hy na, y MeHsl nakeT K Hemy.

Kak pa3s nepem mpHxoaoM cectpbl )KapkoBy BAPYr ApHLLIA MbICJAb: 10-
OGMTLCS CBHAAHMS C FeHepajioM HMEHHO 3Aechb, B 3TOM TOCIHTAJE.

«Tyr-Tro reHepana nafpyr... Tyr-ro He TaM... Tam Bce reHepanbl GosiMH
3aHATEH, a 34€Cb MOTYT H OTBJieubcsl... KOHeUHO, a TO TaK OHH ME€HSl BOH KyAa
YTAHYT>.

— [Ilaker? — nepecnpocusa cectpa.

— Bor uMenHo,— BaxKxHO otBeTHN )KapKOB, caM yAHBJASIAACL CBOEMY TOHY.

— Ila B Takom BHIe pa3Be MOXHO? — He oTcraBaja cectpa. OHa yxke
npuuia B ce6s1 M rotoBa Obljia BLINOJHATH HEMOCPEACTBEHHbIE OOG5I3aHHOCTH.
A oHM KaK pa3 H COCTOS/IH B HAGJIOJEHHH 3a THTHEHOH paHEeHbIX.

— T'enepana,— ynepcst )KapkoB.— Hy, s nesno rosopio.

CecTpa, BO3MYTHBUIHCH, TPAXHYJIa FOJIOBOH H yuLia.

Yepes HeKoTOpOoe BpeMs OHA BepHYJach ¢ 6oJjiee MOMKHJOH cecTpoH.

— B uem geno? — cnpocuna mnoxuaas rpy6biM rosocoM.— [louemy
CTpHUbCS OTKAa3hiBaeTech?

— §I 06bsichun. MHe reHepana HYXHO.

— Moxer, Mapiuana? — ycMexHyJsach noxunas. — Ila Takum BHAOM THI
Koro yroaso Hanyraemb. Pogumunk xBaTtHT. BOT npHBenem B mopsimok —
Toraa...

— T'enepana,— He ycrynan )Kapkos.

[Moxuias BcA BCMbIXHYJAa — JIHLO, wes, NOAGOPOAOK — H, BbICOKO MOA-
HSIB TOJIOBY, YAAJIHJach H3 NPHEMHOH.

«Koro xe oHa nosoBer?» — ragan )Kapkos. Bce 3To noxoauao ceiiuac
Ha wytky. M xorsi emy, B 061eM-T10, 6610 HE A0 IIYTOK, 3TO GbIJIO CMELIHO.

JleficTBHTE/IbHO, MOXKH/AASl BEPHYJAacb BMECTe C B3JIOXMay€HHbIM JOKTO-
poM. He 1o uto oH H B camMoM aese Gbll KOCMATHIA, HET, HO y Hero 6bljio
CTO/IbKO BOJIOC, YTO OHH BBII€3AJIH H3-MOJ IIAMOYKH BO BCE CTOPOHHI.

«Kak B ckaske npo «Penky»,— B ayuwe ycmexuyjicsi )KapkoB.— Xors
TaMm, Kaxercs, Ha060poT, no3paJj aen 6abKy>.

— B ueM pmeno, MoJIOAOH uyenoBeK? — elle OT MOpOra CHPOCHJ HOKTOp,
peILHTENbHO HanmpaBJsisich K Hocuakam. OH HaKnoHHUJCA, caepHYJI ¢ )Kapkoea
ojesyio H oTiiaTHyJcst.— Jla Bbl... BB YTO?

Bce Tpoe BblieTe/NH H3 NMOMelleHHs, 6YATO HX B3PbIBHOH BOJHOH CMeJIO.

«A Koro 3ToT nososeT?» — npo ce6Ga 3a6asasnca JKapKos.

Crany NOABJAATBCA pasHbie JIOAH, OAHH TOJIbKO 3arjsifbiBajii B KOMHATY,
Jpyrde He OCMeNHBAJHCh MOAXOAHTb K TonuaHy, rae Jexan )Xapkos. Bce
OHH AOJIIOHUNH Tenepb 06 ogHoMm: «Caasaiite opyxHe. HyxHo caatbh opy-
xkHe». A )Kapkos TBepaua cBoe: «['eHepanas.

107



Haxkonen siBuJcs uesoBek (PKapkoB cpasy, Mo TOMY, KaK Ha. HEM CHAeJ
XaJaT, NOHSAJ, YTO 3TO He MEIHK), B3sla TabypeTky, cea HanporHB )Kapxkoaa.

— Hy, yero BHI? — CNPOCHA OH CKOpee y4acTJHBO, 4e€M CTPOro.

JKapkoB ToT4ac coOGpasHJ, YTO 3TO YXKe He IIYyTKAa, H BeCb HAaCTOPO-
HKHICH.

— 51 BBINOAHSAIO MPHKa3, TOBAPHLI...

— Kanuras,— noackasaJ npHuleauni.

— Mtue npHkasaho,— npoposkas )KapkoB, GoJjbllie BCEro CTrapasicb He
Bbi1aTh CBOETr0 BOJIHEHHS,— MepeiaThb BAXHbLIA MaKeT JHYHO B PYKH Hayajb-
HHKY... TeHepaJy.

— TIlpuKkas ecTb MPHKa3,— COrJIACHJCA MpHUIeAIIHA.— A 3aueM Xe rpa-
HaTta? S mowumalio TaM, B TbUly, a8 3ecb, A2 elle B JeueGHOM Y4YpeXKIEeHHH?

— Tak napexuee,— ckasan )Kapkos.

IMpuweaminéi KHBHYJ, NOcHAean MoJjya, norasgen Ha )KapkoBa H Toxe
yuies.

Beuepom nosiBHJICSt BBLICOKHH, MJEYHCTbIH, GPHTOTONIOBHIA 4YesaoBek. Bce
B HeM GBLIO KPYHHBIM, HaaeXHbIM, ocoGeHHO pykH. Ho He 3rto 6pocHaoch B
rsiasa )KapkoBy, a KpacHblfi pyGel, yepe3 BCIO roJIOBY, HaHCKOCOK. PyGen
3TOT NpexAe BCero MPHBJEKaJ BHHMAaHHe.

— JlaBafiTe 3HAKOMHTbLCS,— MpOryaea BbicOKHA.— Crapuuii 6aTajboH-
HbIi KOMHccap MapTHHCOH.

— Kpacnoapmeen )Kapkos,— po6ko orBeTHs )Kapkos.

Komuccap nmo-cBofcKH MOAMHrHYJ, npHoGoapHa >Kapkosa.

— Bce capimana. M uro M3 BpaxecKoro Thuja, H YTO MPHKa3 BHIMOJHS-
ellb, NaKeT BaXKHbIH NPH Te6Ge, H 4TO reHepaJsia Tpebyewb. Mosoaeu. OTTuenb
xopowo. Hacrosmuit Goen. Komcomoseu? 1 Tak u aymaa.

OH roBOpHJ C JIErKHM aKUEHTOM, H 3TO NMPHAABAJIO €ro CJOBAM IMPHAT-
HbIH OTTEHOK, K TOMY e cJoBa OblJH XBaJjeGHble, TaKHX OT GOJbIIOro
HayasbHHKa JKapkoB elle B XKH3HH He CJBIILIAJ.

— Oupno6psiio ¥ o6ewaio: resepan 6yaer. ToAbKO rpaHaTKy HYXKHO CAATh...
Iox mMo10 OTBeTCTBEHHOCTb,— N0GaBHJ OH, BHAA, uTO )XapKoB HaMepeBaeTcs
BOo3paxaTb.— HHKTO Te6s1 He TPOHET, H Thl BPYYHLIb FeHEpasy JIHYHO CBOH
naker. [JoroBopHiHch?

KomHccap nmporsiHyn pyky. JKapkoB Hecmeno moxkaJ ee.

FEHEPAJ

)Kapkos ornaa rpanary. Ero octpurau. osoBe ctano xosogno, 6yaTo ee
ONMYCTHJIH B JIEASAHYIO BOAY.

— llanky. [ afiTe wanky,— NONpPOCHJ OH.

Monopas cectpa BhINOJAHHJAA npocbGy. OH 3aMeTHJ, 4TO MocJe Mocele-
HHA1 KOMHccapa npocbGbl )KapkoBa BHIMOJHSJHCH 6e3 BO3paxeHHH H HHKTO
K HeMY He NMPHCTaBaJ HH C BONPOCAMH, HH C MpPeNJOXKEHHSIMH.

OH sniexaJjl cnoKOHHO B THXO0. MOXHO 6blIO O6bl MOCNaTh HJAH NOAPEMATh,
HO He cnaJjocb H He jpemaJjoch. OH Gbljl Becb B OXMHAAHHH, B Hanps-
JKEeHHH,

«Hano yx 10 KoHua,— BHywan oH ceGe.— Jlosoxy rexepany, TOrga...»

)Kapkos npo6oBas 3aHATb ce6s1 BOCMOMHHAHHSIMH, KaK AeJaJj Ipexie B
noao6Hble HANpsXKeHHbIe MHHYTHI, HO H 3TOT0 He MoJy4aJjocb. MeJjibKajau OT-
IeJibHble 3MU304bl H3 XXH3HH, 6YATO HECKOJbKO KapTHH CKJEHJH B OAHY JIEH-

108






ty. To npeacrasasnacs JIuka co sanaukom I'CO Ha rpyaH, To Maiika, Brox-
HOBEHHO YHTAIOLIas CTHXH cBoero 6para, TO MaMa, yrouaiouias ero nHpox-
KaMH, To 6a6ymka XpHcTd, nekyulasa xJue6.

«UYro 310 Takoe co MHON?» — ynuBHaca JKapkos.

Hakonen oH noHsn: «Bot uro! I nomaa B Tperbio XH3Hb. Ta, uT0 10 BOI-
Hbl,— OJlHa, Ta, YyTO 6bLIAa TaM, BO BpPaMKeCKOM Tblay,— Apyras, a BOT Te-
nepb... TenepewHsisi ToabKO HauuHaercs. Kakas-to ona 6yner? Hapoaro au?
Her, pasnexupaTtbesi MHe Hevero. [lompasJioch H B cTpoii. Bofina-To — BOH
oHa rje. Ee or6uBath Hano. Ho mpexae Maiiky otbickaTth... CnepBa, KoHey-
HO, CO 3HaMeHeM AOKOHYHTb Hano. UTo6 Bce Kak nmosoxeHo... Bor pomoxy
resepaJjy, nepeiam 3Hamsl...».

Ho reHepasa Bce He 6b10. CyTkn npouii. Bropoie.

— Kowmuccap rae? — He sbigepxkaa )Kapkos.— O MHe TyT oGemiaJ.

— OH Bce oGeLlaHHsl BHIMOJHMET,— 3aCTyNHJAach cecTpa, GYATO KOMHC-
cap no MeHbllueid Mepe BHINOJHHA cTO ee oGemaHdH#.— [lopoxaunre... Mory
ApYrylo LIanKy AaTh.

— He HyxHo,— ortkasaacs )Kapkos.— Ita xopoilo rpeer.

«Hy pa,— ycnoxauBan oH ce6a.— W 3pech reHepasbl B GHPIOJbKH He
urpaot. M 3aech oHH 3aHATH ¢ yTpa no HouH... Ho Benb 51 He mo nyctsky, He
npocto Tak. XOTs OTKYAa OH 3Haer? [la W Bce AyMalOT — NaKer...»

OH BApYr npeacTaBHA CBOHX TOBapHLULeH, TeX, C KEM BBIXOAHJ H3 OKpYXe-
HHSI (B TOM, UTO OHH BHIILIH, OH He cOMHeBaJicA). I ne oHu ceituac? Uro ¢ HH-
mH? Benb Hx ke pacdopMHpoBaJH, pasocaadH mo ApyruM uactsam. M tam um
mioxo. Ha ayue y Hux kowku ckpe6yt. Uacth norepsaa snams. Ot HHX 3TO
He 3aBHceJ0, HO (aKT ocraeTca ¢axkroM. [lo3op Ha HHuX.

J)KapkoBa 6pocHJIO B Kap OT 3TOH KapTHHHL.

— Cecrtpa!—xkpHukHya od. Ho, yBHIleB ee mo-aeTCKH BCTpPeBOXKEHHbIe Tia-
3a, CTHCHYJ 3y6bl M npousHec THxo: — Cecrtpa, npocb6a k BaM. Ornpasbre
BOT 3TO MHCbMO KaK MOXHO GhicTpee.

— Cnenalo,— 3aBepusia 0OHa H cobGpanach YHTH.

— Eule s xoten cnpocHtb,— ocTaHoBHA ee )KapkoB. OH MenJHj, NOTOMY
4YTO ee TpeBOra B3BOJIHOBaJia ero.— Bbl BepHTe B CyAbly?

Cectpa 0XHBHJIACh, B F1a3aX MEJbKHYJH JYKaBble OTOHbKH.

— Moxer, noragate? J y ublraHok HayuHjaach.

— Bn ckaxnre.

— Jla A He 3HaI0, YTO 3TO Takoe — cyab6a?

— Cynp6a — 370... — Hayas JKapkos ¥ cam cmewmancsi.— A KOMHccapa
MOXXEeTe N03BaThb?

— Tak 6Gbl H FOBOpHJH, A TO...

— Tlonumaere, ouenp Hapo. 51 emy He Bce cKasaj, a [AeJO CPOUHOE...
OueHb... OT Hero cynb6a MHOTHX JIOAeH 3aBHCHT.

— On xe o6ewan.

— Ho Bspems uger.

OHa npHcTaJabHO mocMmoTpena Ha )KapkoBa, KHBHYyJa.

— Tlonpo6yio. Bam ceifiuac HHuero He Hano?

[Torom uto-to npousowno. Hau )Kapkos Bce-Taku 3aapemas, HAH 3a6bia-
cf, HO KOTZla OTKPHIJ rJjasa, yBHAeJ, UTO B majaTe MHOro Hapojy, a nepej
KOHKO# CTOHT KOMHCCAp €O WIPAaMOM uepe3 BCIO FOJI0BY H ¢ HHM reHepaJ. Bce
B xaJjarax, a reHepaJ B ¢opMe, IIpH OpAeHax, co 3Be3aaMH Ha netaHuax. Ha
nanouky omHpaercs. JIHnO y Hero oGBeTpeHHOEe, MOJOXAaBOe, a HA BHCKaX
ceHHa.

)KapkoB Ha MrHoseHHe pacTeps/icsi — He COH JIH 3TO? — a B cJepyloliee
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MFHOBEHHE MPHIMOJHAJCA HAa PYKaxX H, MPOrNaTbiBasi MOACTYNHBIUHA K ropJy
KOMOK, MpOHU3HeC Ha BHIAOXe:

— Topapumw renepan... Jloknaasiaio... Oco6oe 3anauue...

I'pyap cxkano, u )KapkoB OCTaHOBHJICHA, MEPENOXHY.JI.

— Pasgenbre Mensi... 1 ne panenbii... §1 saBepHyTHI...

Krto-To npHTpOHYJCA K rHMHAcTepKe, H OHA pacmojsjach, Kasajoch, OT
OJHOTO 3TOr0 MPHKOCHOBEHHS.

— DBunthl... O6MoTKH...— KOManaoBaa )Kapkos.

OH HHMKOro He BHJEJ, TOJbKO reHepasa, TOJbKO ero jauno. OHO nmoyemy-
10 GJefHeN0, JHIIAN0Ch Kpacki. A notom )KapkoB OMYTHA TaKylo ¢1aGocTh,
YTO YK€ He MOr HHYero BHAeTb W 3aMmeuatb, EMy caenanock X0N0AHO, TOYHO
He 3HAMA CHFAJIH C Hero, a co6cTBeHHYIO KOoXy. K HemMy moaxoaHiH, oGHH-
MajH, uesoBaji, a )KapkoBy Bce 310 6bL10 HH K uemy. Ero Tpscho.

— 3-3amep3-3,— ¢ TPyAOM npousHec oH.— C-corperbcs.

Ero ykyranu. [aau rpeaky. Uro-to npogoJxkanu roBopHTb.

— 4 ycraa. §I cnarb xouy.

JKapkoBa xkpana po#ina. Ha nero nagesnace Poauna. Hago 6b11o ckopee
NONpPaBJIATLCA.
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